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BIOGRAPHY
Early Years

back to school, and enabled him to graduate.

I

nnocent was born on February 6th, 1966
at Queen Elizabeth Hospital Umuahia (now
the capital of the Abia State) to the family
of late Pa Dennis & Eileen Chukwuma of
Umuodia village in Umuegwu-Mpam in
Ahiazu local government area of Imo State.
The fifth in a family of seven, Innocent had his
primary education at St Stephen’s primary school;
and secondary education at Holy Ghost College
in Umuahia before proceeding to University of
Nigeria, Nsukka campus for his undergraduate
studies.

National Youth Service & CLO

u

pon graduation, Innocent was
posted to Monguno in Borno State
for his National Youth Service,
NYSC. He spent only a few months
there, before deciding to relocate
to Lagos, to join his friends and
mentors in the students movement – Chima
Ubani and Emma Ezeazu (both of blessed
memory) – who at the time were working in
Civil Liberties Organization, CLO, the foremost
human rights organisation in Nigeria. He got
to Lagos and squatted with his friends at their
two-bedroom apartment in Fadeyi.He followed
them to work daily, as a volunteer because
he felt it was his way of saying thank you for
the assistance rendered to him. It was a year after
that CLO employed him when they saw the report
on police human rights abuses he put together.

Like every child who grew up after the civil war,
where every family had to start life with £20,
regardless of how much they owned before the
war, Innocent never had a childhood. He had to
help from an early age in augmenting the family
income through hawking and assisting his mother
in trading. Helping his mother and putting a
smile on her face daily was Innocent’s joy. He did
this in the mornings and went to school in the
afternoon. Through this, Innocent cut his tooth in
entrepreneurship, which helped in being a serial
social entrepreneur later in life.

Innocent had thought his stay at CLO would be
a brief stint. However, he ended up working in
CLO for six (6) years, rising from the position of

“Innocent had
the MIDAS
TOUCH.
Anything
he touched,
turned to
gold.

an Assistant Programme Officer to Acting
Executive Director before resigning in
December 1997, to found CLEEN Foundation in
January 1998.
While at CLO, Innocent was actively involved
in various pro-democracy groups such as
Campaign for Democracy (CD); Democratic
Alliance (DA); Women in Nigeria (WIN) etc. He
was among those who lobbied for sanctions
against the military before the US Congress,
the 1st Extraordinary Session of the African
Commission on Human and People’s Rights in
Kampala; the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights (UNCHR) etc.
The various international campaigns against
the military won him the prestigious Reebok
Award in 1996. The award had a cash
component of $25,000. Innocent when
accepting the award, stated that it would be
dedicated to setting up an organisation that
would focus on policing and law enforcement
in Nigeria.

National Workshop on Law Enforcement &
Human Rights in Nigeria, Innocent had his
focus in setting up CLEEN Foundation, clearly
cut out.
Innocent set out in CLEEN to build partnerships
between civil society and law enforcement
agencies; pioneering institutional research into
law enforcement issues and sustaining it; and
introducing COMMUNITY POLICING in Nigeria.
He took the then IGP, Tafa Balogun to Chicago
on the bill of McArthur Foundation to visit and
understudy community policing as practiced
in the United States. CLEEN under him carried
out a review of the legal framework of the
police in Nigeria. He set up an endowment
fund/investments for the sustainability of
CLEEN Foundation.

CLEEN Foundation

I

nnocent disengaged from CLO
in December 1997, to found what
was known then as Centre for Law
Enforcement Education in Nigeria in
January 1998. In the course of trying to
register the name with the Corporate
Affairs Commission, CAC the name was
considered to be a challenge to thegovernment
coming at the military rule and Abacha’s
transition. So he had to settle for CLEEN
Foundation (CLEEN still meaning Centre for
Law Enforcement Education in Nigeria).
The idea to found CLEEN, was based on the
identification of the need for an organization
that would not only chronicle police abuse,
but also work with the police to change the
police from a militant police, to a civil one.
He recognised the fact that years of military
rule had militarised the police and that had
to change. Running the police project of
CLO for years and learning that there were
individual police officers that were not sadistic
in their intentions to the community they
served; that they lacked proper training, which
would enhance their capacity to deliver on
the job; and admission of severe human rights
abuses, under Coomassie during the first

University Days & Student Activism

I

nnocent gained admission into UNN in
1986 to study Religion & Philosophy. In
his second year, he joined the radical
student movement known as the Marxist
Youth Movement, and through that joined
students’ union politics and got elected
Speaker of the UNN Student Union, as well as
Senate President of the National Association
of Nigerian Students (NANS). Watching late
Chima Ubani, then the President of the Students'
Union Government, SUG speaking at Zik House,
influenced his joining the student union activism.
He was among the student leaders across
Nigerian campuses that led the national anti-SAP
(Structural Adjustment Programme) protest of
1988/89 which was the first organised national
resistance against the World Bank/International
Monetary Fund Structural Adjustment Programme
which threatened the social welfare movement in
Nigeria.
Because of the protest, Innocent and other student
leaders from UNN were expelled and had to fight it
out in court to get re-instated. It was the late Gani
Fawehinmi and Civil Liberties Organization (CLO)
that gave him free legal assistance which got him
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Innocent as a Serial Entrepreneur

I

nnocent had the MIDAS TOUCH.
Anything he touched turned to
gold. He founded several platforms
and groups, which he gave others to
run. They include:
• Transition Monitoring Group (with
Clement Nwankwo, Edetaen Ojo, Festus Okoye
etc)
• Network on Police Reforms in Nigeria,
NOPRIN
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• Altus Global Alliance
• Alliances for Credible Elections, ACE
• APCOF
• Oluaka Institute of Philanthropy
• Impact Investors Foundation

towards meeting the Sustainable development
Goals (SDG). This led to the launching of the
Impact Investors Foundation. He was a skilled
grantmaker.
When COVID-19 struck in March 2020, Innocent
reached out to the Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) and was a member of the
ANAP Foundation COVID-19 Think Tank. Ford
Foundation under him, supported the Lagos State
government with vehicles to assist with contact
tracing.

Ford Foundation Years

I

n January 2013, Innocent joined Ford
Foundation as the Regional Director
for West Africa. Innocent was the first
Nigerian to hold that position. In 2015
when President Muhammadu Buhari was
elected President, Innocent coordinated
strategic funding by Ford Foundation, McArthur
Foundation and Open Society Institute for West
Africa (OSIWA) for the anti-corruption agenda
of the government, and especially the work of
the Presidential Advisory Committee Against
Corruption (PACAC).

He recently retired from Ford Foundation
(January 31st, 2021) after 8 years of meritorious
service.

Marriage & Family

I

nnocent met his lovely wife of 23 years,
Josephine (a feminist and women’s rights
activist) in September 1996. Referred to
as the 1st human rights couple in Nigeria,
as they were the first activists to meet on
the job and get married, Josephine and
Innocent to all who knew them were inseparable.
In planning their wedding, they operated on
the philosophy of "equal founders and equal
joiners’’. They both moved from their respective
apartments into a place they jointly found and set
up. Josephine and Innocent are blessed with three
lovely children – Chidinma Ekanem, Amarachi Itu,
and Nkechi Ama.

Under his transformational leadership, the West
Africa office supported critical work with the
government at federal and state levels; and
pioneered the hosting of difficult but important
conversations on the civil war in Nigeria, its
impact and the way forward. He also initiated
groundbreaking work in the area of impact
investing in West Africa with the sole purpose
of leveraging resources from the private sector

“While at CLO,
Innocent was
actively involved
in various prodemocracy groups
such as Campaign
for Democracy (CD);
Democratic Alliance
(DA); Women in
Nigeria (WIN) etc.
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Innocent with his last
daughter Nkechi.

Innocent with his wife
Josephine.

At his first daughter’s graduation from University of Sheffield.

The family at Chidinma’s
graduation in Sheffield,
United Kingdom.

Innocent and his second
daughter Amarachi.
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Innocent and his wife
Josephine.

Daddy-daughter day with
Chidinma at the British
Museum in London.

Innocent and his first daughter, Chidinma.

Innocent the traveller.

Innocent & Josephine.

Innocent & Josephine at
an award ceremony in
honor of Project Alert.

Innocent with Ike Udeh the artiste (extreme right).

At the joint 50th birthday of Innocent &
Josephine in 2016.

Innocent & Josephine
on holidays in Spain.

Innocent and his wife
Josephine.

Innocent and Josephine at the
High School graduation of their
last daughter, Nkechi.
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INNOCENT MY LOVE. MY IROKO

S

aturday, April 3rd, 2021.
Hmmmmmmm. The day the
LORD chose to call HOME my soul
mate, my friend, my brother, my
cheerleader, the husband of my
youth, the father of my children.
Can I question GOD? NEVER!
Questioning HIM means
UNGRATEFULNESS for the twentythree beautiful years he gave us. I thank GOD
for giving Innocent to me and the children. Yes,
we wanted him for 50 more years. Yes, I wanted
to grow old with him, but then JEHOVAH has the
FINAL SAY.

remember when I was on admission for the birth of
Amarachi in 1999 and I had to be on bed rest. You
would come to the hospital with a laptop and take
notes of things (proposals) I needed to write and
complete them for me. That was the year I founded
Project Alert. Without your encouragement, would
I have come this far with Project Alert? NO. Even
in December 2020, at our end-of-year retreat, you
came to talk to my staff.
Chidinma, Amarachi and Nkechi were blessed with
the best daddy in the world. You were the calm
river while I was the volcano – according to one of
our children (hahahaha). You touched their souls.
While I would scold and chastise them loudly, you
would quietly talk to them and the message would
sink in. There was absolutely nothing under the
sun the children could not discuss with you. You
loved your girls to bits. They did us proud morally,
academically – in so many ways. You always
told them NEVER TO ACCEPT DISRESPECT and
DISCRIMINATION because of their gender. You
know the AMAZONS you brought up; THEY WILL
NEVER LET YOU DOWN. The blood of Innocent
Chukwuma flows in them.

Honey, we courted for only four months before we
married. The very first lunch outing we had at Afi’s
Kitchen in Surulere was where we knew we were
meant for each other. We shared a lot in common.
Both of us born the same year; we occupy the
same position in our families (5th child); we were
both activists, and we loved music and dancing.
You proposed to me on the dance floor at the then
Ozone nightclub. We had our court wedding in
Lagos before even going home to meet my family
and yours. That is how crazy in love we were. We
did not want to entertain any opposition being
that I am Efik and you Igbo. We said to ourselves,
if they refuse to collect our drinks, we will keep it
under our bed and be drinking. Crazy Innocent &
Josephine.

Your siblings, extended family and kindred were
blessed with a kind brother, uncle and cousin with
a large heart. You loved, cared for and supported
them all. The growth and progress of all in your
family and community was your passion. You
retired from Ford Foundation in January this year,
with plans to focus on community development
with an emphasis on youths and women. That
would be after writing your autobiography, which
would serve as an inspiration to the teeming youths
in the south-east and Nigeria, who are currently
living in hopelessness. You wanted them to see
that possibilities are unlimited. I promise you that
though your life has been cut short, your plans will
not be cut short. Your various community projects
will continue, and your biography will be written.

You did me the honour of having our white
wedding on the first anniversary of my father’s
death – July 19th, 1997. Thus, I don’t remember that
day with sadness, but with joy. Joy that though I
lost my first love – my father, I gained my second
love – my husband. Oh, how proud my father and
mother would have been to welcome you. My
family gained a son in you. My sisters loved you to
bits, dem no dey tell man.
You made marriage easy and exciting. Coming
from various cultures, it can only be crazy Innocent
& Josephine that can bring radical changes in
the family. As human rights activists, we both
believed in the dynamism of culture. We believed
and practised that any culture that discriminates
against any gender, especially women and girls,
is bad culture. We brought about innovations in
your extended family and community from the day
we married to the day you died. Your death will
NEVER change that.

Ima mi (my love), you are UNFORGETTABLE. You
worked so hard and it’s now time to rest. Rest in
peace my love, my Iroko, till we meet to part no
more.

Your Wife
Josephine Effah-Chukwuma

Professionally you were my cheerleader, my biggest
fan, my encourager. Your wife succeeding did not
pose a threat to you. It was a thing of pride to you. I
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MY DAD. MY FIRST LOVE

I

t has been wonderful reading all the
amazing things people have to say
about my dad, and it reminds me of
times he would come home and we
would joke about how he is a “big boy”
while we seemed to look at him as a
“small boy”. A LEGEND we had for a
dad and we didn’t even know. To me, he
was just my loving dad. The one who
always gave me a reassuring smile and
hug. Chi-girl, Chi-Chi he called me.

very different and he embraced and celebrated
every way we differed. Whenever I would say to
him “Daddy I wonder if I will meet someone who
would shower me with as much love and respect
as you do”, he would answer me “As much as I
am your hero, I am also flawed. Don’t ever expect
perfection, but a listening ear.”

My dad was a true girl’s dad. He loved, cherished,
and believed in his daughters - Amarachi, Nkechi,
and me. He was my confidante: I told him
everything and he did the same. Last year as a
result of the pandemic we had a lot of time to talk
to each other and just had deep conversations for
which I am grateful. We would talk about mundane
things such as what my day was like, working from
home, holed up in my room; as well as serious topics
like my plans for the future. He would always listen
patiently as if I was saying the most important thing
in the world. He always had a million ideas about
different things I could and should get involved in.
Daddy was my biggest fan and believed in me way
more than I did in myself. My victories were his,
as well as my worries. He was my counsellor and
always had the best advice to give. My dad was out
of this world and he knew how much I appreciated
him in my life. We were like different sides of the
same coin, from different generations and spaces
in time, but essentially the same person. We could
never stay mad at each other because we would
look at each other and know everything was settled.
My dad was the most loving man. We would end
every phone call with “I love you” and he gave the
best hugs. He never pressured me to do anything,
even though I know he was frustrated at how slow I
was in taking his advice sometimes. I used to talk to
him about how big his shoes were for me to fill and
he would look at me shaking his head and laugh. He
would always assure me that they were never mine
to fill and that all he wanted for me was to be the
very best version of myself. My dad and I are both
forgetful, and we would often look for things and
laugh at each other when we would ask each other
if we had seen items like our car keys. We were
always losing our keys! Sometimes he would look
blankly into space and speak to himself and I knew it
was because his mind was off somewhere, thinking
up something. I never thought him speaking to
himself was silly, because I do the same thing. While
my dad and I are very similar and I suspect those
similarities gave him joy, in some ways we are also
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As much as his passing hurts me so deep and I wish
he could have stayed longer, I must acknowledge
the beautiful life he lived. Innocent Chukwuma was
the very best of us and his wise words will always
remain in my heart. I know I will go on to do great
things and it's all because I had him as a father. My
sisters and I are very confident about our place in
this world and we owe it all to him. Goodbye daddy
till we meet again. I LOVE YOU SO MUCH. You are
engraved in my heart.

Chidinma Ekanem Chukwuma

“As much
as I am your
hero, I am
also flawed.
Don’t ever
expect
perfection,
but a
listening ear.”

MY FATHER. MY GUIDING LIGHT
“A father is neither an anchor to
hold us back nor a sail to take us
there, but a guiding light whose
love shows us the way.”

by being our rock and peacemaker any day and
every day. His self-awareness of who he was and
his flaws made him amazingly understanding
and patient enough to give us the space to make
mistakes, coupled with the grace to help us get
back up again.

chose to start my tribute with this quote
because it communicates neatly the role
my father played in my life. He was not
a brutal force pushing me in whatever
direction he saw fit, but a quiet calm
walking with me down each path I took.
Since my dad’s passing, I have been
inundated with so many heart-warming
stories about his impact on people locally,
nationally and internationally. He has been
described as a “civil society leader”, an “agent
of change” and so much more. While it has
been good to see so many people loved him,
sometimes it seems like his role as a father pales
in comparison to the large footprint he left behind
with his work. So, I am going to spend my tribute
showing love to him as I knew him best- as my
dad.

My dad taught me so much about life, about the
importance of being kind, being hardworking, and
being happy, but one thing I will always remember
is the importance of laughter. He didn’t teach me
this through his words but through his actions,
he laughed through life, both in the good times
and the troubled times. My last memory of him is
watching him laugh via facetime about doctors, as
he lay in his hospital room, the day before he died.
His laugh and his ability to always see the humour
in every situation is one that I will keep in my heart
on the darkest days.

I

My father showed us how empowering the love
of a good man could be through the way he
loved and respected my mother, and supported
her dreams. He did not believe that making her
small or holding her back would make him any
more of a man. Their love and marriage were one
of true partnership that will continue to serve
as the bedrock of our family for years to come,
because death only ends a life – it does not end a
relationship.

I can still see him now sitting in his favourite chair
in the living room, laughing at some ridiculous
video on Facebook on a late Saturday morning
or sitting across from me, talking politics and my
dreams of a busy restaurant at the centre of MidTown East, NY. At home or anywhere around the
world, my dad never hesitated to champion my
sisters and me. He never stopped believing we
could be anything and everything in this world,
even when we could not see it. I still get phone
calls from people he met on his travels and to
whom he would (sometimes annoyingly) give
my phone number. He was always so proud of us
and everything we accomplished, and I hope we
continue to make him proud even now that he is
gone.

Lastly, my father took chances, he did not let
doubt or the fear of failing stop him from trying
out new things or finding new passions, and
because of that, he got to live as much of life as he
could every day. From learning the guitar at 40, to
the year he spent as ‘DJ Chuks extraordinaire’ and
aspiring mixologist to his many passion projects
and career paths. His next chapter would have
been no different. But alas it was not meant to
be, so this is me saying goodbye for now until we
meet again. Thank you for loving me even when
I did not know how to love myself. Just know
you are and always will be my first love and the
best man I know. Rest peacefully, daddy, you are
always loved and forever missed.

My father was not afraid to show us his emotions,
his laughs were loud, and his cries were deep. He
always apologized and never failed to admit when
he was wrong. He believed in the importance of
being kind and treating everyone with dignity,
especially when they had done something wrong.
He believed the measure of a man was not in the
wealth he had acquired but in the lives of the
people he had touched, and I can say for certain
that by this gauge, he was a great man.
But my father was not superman, he was not
perfect and honestly did not aspire to be. He
hated housework and avoided confrontation like
the plague, but he made up for all his handicaps

Amarachi Chukwuma

MY DAD. THE WORLD’S
GREATEST

D

addy, I would give
anything to have you
back. I go into your
room and see all your
things lying around and
tell myself, “He is coming
back”. My heart aches. I
have so many questions.
Why? Why? I pray to GOD daily to wake up
from this bad dream, but it seems to be real.

university this September. We talked about
it. We planned towards it. My heart aches
so bad. Like you, I am not a person of many
words, and so while it may seem I've been
strong since that black Saturday, April 3rd, I'm
actually not. I am however comforted by the
fact that GOD blessed me with a father like
you. I thank GOD that the first 17 years of my
life were spent with you. Very short though
they were, I cherish them. One thing I promise
you, daddy, I will accomplish ALL that we
discussed and agreed upon with the help of
GOD. Please watch over mummy and us. Yes,
we all know mummy to be a strong woman,
but your death has broken her. We are down
but NOT OUT. Your Amazons are not quitters.

Daddy, you are unforgettable. You are
irreplaceable. You are indeed the world’s
greatest dad. You were not a man of many
words, but whenever you said something, it
would stick. You were calm and loving, even
when people hurt you. You always strived
to bring out the best in people and believed
strongly in the dignity of the human person.

Our time with you physically may have been
cut short but you live on in our hearts. And to
live in the hearts of those who love you is not
to die. INNOCENT CHUKWUMA LIVES. Love
you, daddy.

Oh how I miss our monthly father-daughter

“Our time with
you physically may
have been cut short
but you live in our
hearts. And to live in
the hearts of those
who love you is not
to die.

Your Last Daughter
Nkechi Calabar.

TO THE BEST AND
ONLY FATHER I
KNOW

I

t’s still a shock that you are no
more. I still reflect on the breakfast
memories when you’d get up early
for your morning walk and then
come join us for breakfast on your
return. I remember your cheerful
demeanour, your fatherly advice & your
strong wall of support. You will be forever in
my heart sir. Thanks for being the best and
only father to me. Rest on sir.

outings that we started two years ago. We
would go out, sit somewhere to have lunch
and talk about my future plans, challenges
and the way forward. I remember once
when I didn’t do too well in one of my key
science subjects. You sat me down and
had a heart-to-heart discussion with me.
The encouragement you gave me stuck in
my brain and by the next term, I improved
tremendously, and you were so proud.

Chiwendu
Foster Daughter

I looked forward to you seeing me off to
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TRIBUTE TO MY
YOUNGER BROTHER
INNOCENT

corruption. Your works on earth shall not be
forgotten. In the words of the Vice President,
Prof. Yemi Osinbajo you were a “thoroughbred
social activist” whose “relentless pursuit
of justice and the common good will be an
enduring legacy.” I admire your courage, my
dear junior brother. Farewell until we meet
again, never to depart.

W

e are always saddened when
death invades a family.

We are saddened because of
our loneliness, our fears, and
our uncertainties. However, as we remember
our beloved brother, friend and colleague
Innocent Chukwuma on this day, let us turn
our fear into faith, our sorrow into joy, our
loneliness into Divine companionship, and
reach out to God, our “Divine Comforter.”
As we inter my dear brother Innocent
Chukwuma, let us once again be mindful that
after every sunset, there is a new dawn; after
every cold winter, there is a warm spring; after
every storm, there is a calm; after every Good
Friday, there is an Easter; and after every
death, there is a resurrection. The important
thing in life is that we live with faith, hope,
and love for one another, just like our beloved
brother Innocent lived his life.

“The important
thing in life is that
we live with faith,
hope, and love for
one another, just
like our beloved
brother Innocent
lived his life.
You have indeed made the family proud,
especially as we read all the tributes that
have been pouring in from all over the world,
since your passing. You have impacted lives
positively towards the fight for human rights
and were part of the movement to free
our nation from the deadly disease called

Inno, you will always be with us forever and
ever. You are in our hearts, our thoughts, and
our prayers. You always have been, and you
always will be. May the Holy Spirit comfort us
and give us strength, may God illuminate your
eternal soul, and may you “dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.”
We believe with assurance that, just as the
Holy-book promised us we shall meet again in
Heaven. Farewell, dear little brother.

Dee. Isaac Denis Chukwuma

TRIBUTE TO MY
YOUNGER BROTHER

I

nnocent was my younger brother.
We grew up together. A very honest
and peaceful person who never had
problems with anyone. I remember
far back when we were growing up, I
used to fight for him. He was always
defending people’s rights that’s why
I wasn’t surprised when he took human rights
as a profession. Innocent your good deeds will
speak for you. The world mourns you. Innocent
we love you but God loves most. We miss
you but I know one day we will meet and not
depart again. Rest in peace my brother.

Josiah Chukwuma
Brother

TRIBUTE TO MY
BELOVED BROTHER

I

nno, you left too soon! You had
so much to live for but alas God
willed it that you leave us at 55
years. Seeing you grow up I knew
you were destined for greatness,
you were ever so focused, ever so
humble; your intelligence and wit
always stood you out. Your death
came as a shock to me, but I will
not mourn like those without hope because I
believe you share in the resurrection of Christ
and one day we will all be reunited in Heaven.
You were a nationalist through and through
and were always uncomfortable in the face
of injustice. We saw that at the Holy Ghost
College, Umuahia when you got suspended
over a protest over poor meals. When you
chose the career of service we were not
surprised at home, you maintained throughout
your adult life an unwavering support for
human rights, fairness, peace, justice and
progress. In the later part of your life, you
found a new passion in Impact Investing
and like with everything you did, you put in
100 percent focus and energy. “Oluaka” is a
testament to your zeal. Like your girls wrote in
their statement, you died empty and for that
we are grateful to God.

“you maintained
throughout
your adult life
an unwavering
support for human
rights, fairness,
peace, justice and
progress.
You laboured here on earth and never had the
chance to rest, I know in God’s Paradise where
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you are now you will labour no more and your
soul has now found rest. You fought the good
fight, Innocent, you have left a legacy for your
children and everyone you made an impact on.
You will not be forgotten, my brother.
Rest Well
Gaa nke oma nwannem ka nwanne.

Benise Mbaegbu
Senior Sister

MY BROTHER
INNOCENT

I

t’s hard to believe that you are no
more. Tears kept rolling down my
cheeks. I will miss you so much. I
don’t think I will be the same way
I was when you were alive. No one
can take your place in my heart. You
will always be in my heart, brother.
You did your best for me as your
immediate younger sister. I will miss your voice.
I did not have the time to tell you goodbye. I
know you did not mean to leave us alone but
death has taken you away from us. We are
all gathered here to mourn you, everyone is
talking about your good deeds.
Oh, death! Why did you steal our brother from
us? I will let you go and sleep well. Rest in
peace, brother. I miss you.

Mrs. Joy Chukwuma Akpa
Sister

TRIBUTE TO MY LATE BROTHER

L

osing a brother like you is
one of the most difficult
things I have experienced.
Since the day I got news
of your death, I've been in
disbelief. Every day, I think
of you. I can’t believe you’re
really gone. I still can’t
accept it, just the taught of you makes me cry.
I always smell your familiar scent, it makes me
think of all the time we have spent. I never got
the chance to say goodbye, so many things I
never got to say to you. I never imagined you
would ever be so far away from me. You were
my brother and I loved you like no other. In my
heart you will always be. I will never forget your
soothing voice. Now there's no one to call me
‘edingbo edingbo’ again. I miss you. I would
take your place if I had a choice but now I have
to let you rest. I wish we never had to part.
There is no one to replace you, I wish we could
go back and start all over again, but death
has taken you away from me. I think of how
much you meant to me, it’s sad that you left
without saying goodbye. Just remember we all
love you. I hope you will forgive me for all the
things I didn’t do, you were my brother and
bestfriend, I will always love you. No matter
how long it’s been since you left, I love you
brother.
You stood by me when no one was there for
me, now I'm alone. How can I bear this? Will
I ever forget you? You are no longer here to
share the bond we had together. A bond of
love and care. I will miss you so much and my
tears I cannot hide. Ever since you went away,
life hasn't been the same. You were a good
husband, father, brother, uncle and friend to
all including the nation as a whole. A man of
dignity. If crying would bring you back to me,
my tears would have done that but who are we
to question God.

ask to say goodbye. I wish you sweet sleep my
dear brother, although there is so much that
you have left bare. My saddened eyes have
left a stain. I want to know what crossed your
mind, unspoken words you left behind. Undone
things you would never do. You have been a
blessing to me and the Chukwuma family. All
the good times we’ve shared, the memories
we have made will always remain in my mind

“I never got the
chance to say
goodbye, so many
things I never got
to say to you. I
never imagined
you would ever
be so far away
from me. You were
my brother and I
loved you like no
other”
and will never fade. The amount of tears I have
cried is nothing compared to the pain inside of
me. Everyone tells me it’s well but they don’t
understand my pain and the gap you left in me.

I stand motionless, consumed by grief. Sorrow
has arrived and is stealing smiles. We are
gathered here to mourn and cry. Our question
remains why did you leave? My heart is scarred
severely. You showed me a lot of things. I learnt
so much from you, but you forgot to teach me
one last thing’ how to let you go’. I know you
didn’t mean to leave me, sometimes we have
no choice. I miss being your little sister, hearing
my name called by your voice. I wish I got to
say I love you before you were given to the sky.
If God could grant me one last wish, I would
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Now the time has arrived for you to rest. I
promise to cherish the memories of you. You
shall live in my mind and all that I do.
Rest in peace brother, I miss you so much.

Your Sister
Edith Chukwuma Obasi (Mrs)

THANK YOU
LORD

with you.
1 Thessalonians 5v24, "The one who calls you is
faithful and He will do it."
Innocent, you may be dead but your spirit lives
on.

H

ow can we repay the Lord for
His goodness to us?
How can we repay the Lord
for HIS faithfulness? Thank you
Lord for the privilege of having
INNO as our IN-LAW.

Adieu till we meet to part no more.

Your EFFAH Sisters
(Paula, Lucy, Mary, Theresa and Sylvia)*

You were not just an in-law but a friend, a
brother and confidant to each and every one
of us. For 23 years, you were a part of the
EFFAH ladies as a brother, accepting each of us
individually and collectively regardless of the
sibling wars.

THE SON-IN-LAW MY
FATHER NEVER MET

Hmmm, Innocent, your life might have been
cut short, but the love that you had for us will
remain. The memories will linger on, and the
moments that you shared will forever be etched
in our hearts.

I

nnocent was a fine gentleman. He had
a lot of respect for women and his
greatest selling point was his great sense
of humour. My first memory of Innocent
was when he called me while I was in
Jamaica, to introduce himself as a young
man working in the same office as my kid sister
Joe. He calmly informed me of his intention to
marry her. When I tried to interrogate him, he
overwhelmed and completely captivated me
with his witty sense of humour. He turned out to
be not only a husband to my sister Josephine,
but also a wonderful brother to all 5 daughters
of Chief Joseph & Sophia Effah of Cross River
State. He was a well-respected and beloved
in-law. Oh how our father would have loved you
so much. He died a year before you married his
daughter who happened to be his namesake –
Joseph and Josephine.

We will always remember the happiness you
gave to our sister, Josephine.
We will always remember the love you had
for your 3 Amazons, Chidinma, Amarachi and
Nkechi. We will always remember the jokes,
moments and reassuring words you shared
with us - in-laws. No one met with you and left
the same. A lot to be said about our In-law aka
“ *dem no dey tell man, na woman dem dey
sit explain to”* Who will do the explanations
again, Innocent?
In the wordings of your wife, our sister
Josephine, “if we did not question God for the
amazing years we had with you... we will not
question HIM whom you acknowledged on that
Saturday 3rd April 2021 as being faithful to you
and your family”.

Innocent was kindhearted, thoughtful,
benevolent, and ready to do whatever he could
to help anyone in need. He had a listening ear
and a shoulder one could always lean on at all
times. He became everyone’s favourite and was
fondly called ‘Uncle Innocent’. How can I forget
his favourite adage “Dem no dey tell man”
which he will say and chuckle.

It’s been like a dream which we hoped and
prayed to God we would wake up from. We
have been hit by the reality of your death but
we are comforted by the numerous eulogies
and recollections of the good deeds of yours by
those whose lives you have touched.

To say I am devastated is an understatement.
Only GOD can console and comfort my baby
sister Josephine, your love for 23 years. OH
GOD, please hold her to your bosom. To say we
all miss you is an understatement. You have left
a vacuum in our hearts. With fond memories will
you always be remembered.
Goodbye, Dear Innocent!

INNO, you indeed touched so many lives with
your kindness, caring, loving and peaceful
nature. You will surely and sorely be missed. On
behalf of our entire family, we wish you farewell.
Rest in perfect peace.
To Nnete and the children, WE love you.
Be rest assured that God will not leave nor
forsake you. HE will shield and protect you. HE
will war against anyone who attempts to war

Pauline Itu Effah
Matriarch of the Joseph & Sophia Effah Family
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DEE INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA: OUR
BROTHER & COUSIN

AN UNCLE WITH A
GOOD HEART

D

ear Uncle Innocent, it is
with deepest sorrow and
sadness that we write
this tribute to you. You
were an uncle in a million;
so humble, kind, loving,
caring and good at heart
and soul! We remember
like yesterday how you never failed to reach
out to us during our college and high school
years. How you paved ways to keep us on
the right track: Come rain, come shine your
presence was felt in our lives.

T

he news of your death was another
devastating news to us within 6
months. No one envisaged that your
support and presence during our
mother’s funeral would be the last.

Dee Inno, as called by most of us, aside from
being family, the bond became stronger from
your university days when you spent some
of your holidays with us at Aba. How can we
accept that you are no more? You touched us
at our points of need, with your support and
advice. Your door was always opened for us.
The gesture didn’t stop with us, our parents
inclusive; the royal treats in Lagos, Christmas
gifts etc. We cannot end recounting your kind
gestures to Chief B C Anyanwu’s family without
mentioning the role you played in Barr Oby
and Ifeanyi’s lives.

Your sudden death came as a rude shock to
us. We did not expect it and wish we had more
time to continue to appreciate you. God in His
infinite wisdom knows best. Your actions will
echo across decades and centuries. Strangers
will hear your name long after you are gone,
and wonder who you were; how bravely you
fought and how fiercely you loved.

“Death was very unfair to
us by snatching two very
important persons in our
lives within six months but
we cannot question God.

If they ever tell our story, let them say that we
walked with a giant. Men rise and fall like the

“Come rain,
come shine
your presence
was felt in our
lives.

Dee Inno, you were supposed to write your
autobiography for youths to read and be
encouraged. Death came too soon and
snatched you. The pain is too much for us but
our consolation is that a man with your kind
of heart has a better place in His Kingdom.
Within this short time you spent on earth, you
impacted lives.
Death was very unfair to us by snatching two
very important persons in our lives within six
months but we cannot question God. Rather
we decree as a family “Ozoemena”, “may it not
happen again”.

winter wheat, but your name will never die.
Let them say we lived in the time of Innocent
Chukwuemeka Chukwuma.
May our Lord comfort and sustain your family,
your wife and children now and always. May
God Almighty keep you safe resting in perfect
peace till resurrection day, Amen!

To your dear wife Mrs Josephine EffahChukwuma and our cousins, the good Lord
will console, guide and protect you all, as we all
work towards keeping his dreams alive. Adieu
Mr Innocent Chukwuma; a big brother, cousin,
mentor, leader and friend of the family.

GOOD NIGHT OUR LOVING UNCLE

Ebere Mbaegbu
for the entire Nephews

From Chief Sir B C Anyanwu’s family
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TRIBUTE TO A
SPECIAL UNCLE-INLAW

TRIBUTE TO OUR
DEDE

W

I

hen asked to write a
tribute for our dear Uncle
Inno, we all thought to
ourselves “no problem,
there is a lot we can say”.
But reality set in when
we held our pens, how do
you say goodbye to a living memory?

t was so shocking how the news of your
sudden demise came!
It is hard to accept the death of a loved one,
especially when we did not have the chance
to say goodbye.

That we wrote this tribute to you is a testament
to human resilience. Our world came to a halt for
a moment on Easter’s eve. Your sudden death
came as a rude shock and we wish we had more
time to continue to appreciate you. If tears could
bring you back, you would know we cried by now.
And if prayers could bring you back, you would
know we prayed by now. Unfortunately, none will,
therefore, we give thanks to the Almighty who
gives and takes; He gave us you, and now he has
called you to Himself.

To us, Uncle Innocent was a father, brother,
mentor, teacher, leader, and most importantly a
beacon of hope to every member of the Effah
family, especially we the grandchildren of Chief
Joseph & Mrs Sophia Effah of Odukpani LGA of
Cross-River State. His love could be seen in all
that he did, his job, his family, his relationship
with people etc. He showed us that dreams could
be reached as long as you tried. His kindness,
calmness and willingness to listen is something
we can never forget.

With your deep infectious laugh, we have a
feeling you are cracking a joke in heaven about
how we did not pray hard enough. You meant
a lot to us. Your stance of integrity, humanity
towards the less privileged, humane heart, fight
for activism, human rights, equality, and fairness
for the layman is a trait that you have left for us
the younger generation. You were and will always
be an inspiration to us, the entire family and
everyone who worked with you. You have left a
void in our hearts that will never be filled.

We are truly grateful to God for the privilege of
having 23 awesome years with a beautiful soul
like Uncle Innocent. Hm, our dear Aunty Nnete
(Josephine) it is only GOD that can comfort you
and our dear cousins – Chidinma, Amarachi &
Nkechi. This is a huge blow. A sudden blow. An
unexpected blow.
We will proudly wear this scar of pain forever as
a reminder and will always keep your presence
close to our hearts. We know even though Uncle
is gone, he is always with us. He is with us in the
leaves of the various trees he planted; in the fruits
that bloom in full swing season; in the shade of
the enormous IROKO tree we all truly love. His
roots reached deeper and further than just his
home. His branches spread wider than just his
own family.

Dede Anyi has blessed us individually, and we
wish we were writing him a Congratulatory
message for his impact on our lives collectively.
As the good book says, we should not mourn like
those who do not have hope, because we have
the assurance of seeing our loved ones again in
Heaven, (1 Thessalonians 5:13-18).
May the Lord grant you rest and may you sleep on
in peace.

Our hearts are heavy indeed, but as we mourn
your death, we also celebrate your life. AN
IMPACTFUL LIFE. You will be missed forever and
always. The beautiful moments you shared with us
all will always speak of the great person that you
were.

We have lost a rare gem!
We have lost our Diamond!
We have lost our Hero!
We have lost our uncle!

Thank you for the seed of light, hope and faith
you have planted in each and everyone one of us.
Till we meet again, Adieu.

On behalf of the Nieces

A TRIBUTE TO A
MAN OF DISTINCT
CHARACTER – UNCLE
INNOCENT!

DEE INNO: MY
BIG BROTHER! MY
MENTOR!!

D

eath is quite unfair but
inevitable. It is a constant
reminder to all to live a life
pleasing to God and humanity.

“Death, where is your sting?” We should not feel
the sting, yet perhaps we do.

U

ncle Innocent, you are gone from here
into an eternal rest. It stings because
we will miss you dearly. Words are
but expressions and cannot fill the
void felt by your departure. I'm still
confused. You remain in our hearts as do your
words of encouragement bestowed whenever we
met.

Dee Inno, rarely can there be a
discussion concerning my household without
your name - Innocent Chukwuma, being
mentioned repeatedly. You were all in one to
us. It still seems like a dream we are yet to
wake from. It's really hard to believe you are
gone and we are writing you tributes. When
most people lost hope in my ability to get back
on track, you were there for me. You saw the
potential in me and that led to the relationship
that existed between us. You supported every
positive move I have made in life that you were
aware of; the introduction of GPS in Lagos, my
education, family life, businesses etc.

A smile and positive demeanor! You showed
kindness and calmness always – exuding peace
and positivity. A true gentleman we had the
privilege of knowing.
To know you, was in itself refreshment,
remembering your remarkable attributes - a
man that demonstrated humility at all levels and
remained such a strong and indelible pillar in the
life of his family, his community, and the larger
society. You have been such an example and
role model; you were and will remain one we've
always looked up to.

Big brother, all your inspirations and SMART
ideas towards the development of your
community and the South East region are now
like a load on some of us you left behind. Sir,
I really wish you stayed back to set the ball
rolling on these plans and processes for more
impactful actualization of your dreams.

A great husband and father, we greatly admired
the bond you shared with our aunty; the
closeness you shared, the way you planned
together, how you worked together, succeeded
together, and showed gratitude together.
You will be sorely missed, but rest assured the
legacy you have left behind in Aunty Nnete,
Chidinma, Amarachi, Nkechi and all who came in
contact with you, lives on.

My immediate family benefitted a lot from
you in all ramifications of life. We had trying
times but your unique problem-solving skills
helped us surmount the issues seamlessly. We
respected you to a point that neither of us
could afford to keep your call waiting for any
reason. Oga m, your physical absence in our
lives is a vacuum no human can fill but God.
Your last days with us were inspiring, fun and
memorable. We miss you and will continue to
miss your unique way of life.

Your love for all, reflected in the purpose-driven
life you led as a human rights advocate. You truly
lived a life of impact!
Accepting you are gone continues to be an
arduous task. Your shoes cannot be filled.
However, we remain assured that the journey
you started will not end with your demise. It shall
continue strongly.

We can't say adieu to you, because we know
that spiritually you are still with us. We assure
you of contributing to ensuring that most,
if not all that you planned to do becomes a
reality.

Once again, Uncle, we miss you dearly! To Aunty,
Chidinma, Amarachi and Nkechi, we will pull
through together as a family!

Great Pillar of this Century rest on.

“But the sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law; but thanks be to God, He gives us
victory through Jesus”, and so you are victorious,
Uncle.
Rest peacefully, till we meet again.
Love always,

Ifeanyi and Eunice Anyanwu

The EFFAH Grandchildren

In-laws: Ivy, Debi, Iwo, Ekanem & Bassey (on
behalf of our families)
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GOODNIGHT MY FRIEND:
TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

N

othing could have prepared
Bisi and I for the shocking
news of Innocent Chukwuma’s
passing, which we received on
the morning of April 4, 2021.
We were at our country home
engaging different grassroots stakeholder
groups over the Easter holidays, and the only
way I could get through the packed schedule
for the day without betraying emotions publicly
was to succumb completely to the allure of
denial – the momentary coping mechanism that
defers dealing with painful realities but does not
take the sting away.

you with the impression that he was not only
deeply passionate about collaborating with
you on projects and programmes, but he was
first interested in you as a human being. His,
“Oga Kayode, how are you?” was genuine, and
demanding of an honest response about how I
as his friend was coping with the vicissitudes of
life.
It is not surprising therefore, that Innocent
Chukwuma had one of the widest networks
in the public and civic sectors in Africa. He
was trusted by individuals, governments,
development agencies, and global non-profits
– and he never failed. He got international
recognition early, with the award of the Reebok
Human Rights prize. As someone who is from
that movement myself, I can attest to the fact
that his knowledge of the workings of civil
society was stellar, and he had this obsession for
birthing ideas, nurturing them to the point they
can thrive, handing them over to competent
successors, and moving on. One of his finest
legacies is the CLEEN Foundation, which he
set up in 1998 – one of the first African CSOs to
focus on public safety, security, and accessible
justice in West Africa. CLEEN Foundation was
the first African non-governmental organisation
to receive the prestigious MacArthur
Foundation Award for Creative and Effective
Institutions. Amongst other achievements,
Innocent was the foremost authority on police
reforms in the country and was a good team
player and an irrepressible Coalition builder. He
was active with us when we established the
African Security Sector Network (ASSN) and
also played a central role in the work of the
reputable polling body – Afrobarometer – with
CLEEN serving as its Nigerian base.

Only the day before, we learnt of Yinka
Odumakin’s passing. It seemed like both
legends of the struggle had agreed to serve us
their untimely exits back to back, so we could
deal with the agony in one season. Pain tugged
at our hearts as we tried to concentrate. In
between meetings we managed to speak with
our sister, his widow Josephine on phone. Since
then, I have remained in denial – even after
visiting our dearly departed friend’s home to
commiserate with the family. I am yet to come
to terms with the reality of the huge loss which
makes penning a fitting tribute in his honour
especially difficult.
How could Inno be dead? My mind keeps going
back to our last engagement on our polity
and the fragility of our democracy despite all
the work that has been put into the Nigeria
project so far. I keep asking myself if he had a
premonition this was about to happen? Was he
sending a message when he kept encouraging
me to hold firm to the ideals and values that we
fought for at the barricades, even now that I am
in public office?

Indeed, there is hardly any civil society
organization in West Africa that did not feel
Innocent’s impact, and by extension millions of
lives that were impacted by their programmes.
Long before he became the Regional Director
for the West Africa Office of Ford Foundation,
he championed several civil society projects,
including serving as a consultant for DFID
in 2008 to design one of its development
intervention projects in Nigeria. As a director of
the Ford Foundation office for West Africa, Inno
facilitated a partnership with the MacArthur
Foundation and the Open Society Initiative for
West Africa (OSIWA) to support the President
Muhammadu Buhari administration’s anticorruption agenda, especially the Presidential

In life, Innocent fought a good fight and had a
long winning streak of phenomenal successes
as one of the most iconic leaders of civil society
out of Africa, before he succumbed to his last
fight. He was exceptional – a sage intellectual, a
dogged activist and development practitioner, a
prodigious administrator and a patriotic nation
builder. Above all he was my friend – as he was
to many people.
That for me was what was most remarkable
about Inno – his ability to build genuine bonds
of friendship with so many people from so
many different backgrounds in the course of
his work. Every engagement with Innocent left
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Advisory Committee Against Corruption
(PACAC). The support received from these
donor agencies accelerated the work of PACAC
and the anti-corruption drive of the present
administration.

He was always in search of solutions in a variety
of ways. When I met him, he was a young activist
growing under the wings of Olisa Agbakoba
and Ayo Obe, but in no distant period, he soon
became a legend in Nigeria's democratic struggle
– indeed a phenomenon. At the time, Nigeria
was in deep with state-sponsored intimidation of
people like Innocent who consistently spoke truth
to power.

As an institution builder, Innocent was
instrumental to the establishment of
several activist institutions and Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) in Africa. He was the
Head of Police Research Project (January
1992 – June 1994), Director of the International
Advocacy Program (February 1994 – December
1997), and Acting Executive Director (July
1995 – December 1996) at the Civil Liberties
Organisation, unarguably Nigeria’s first human
rights organisation, where he mobilised
intergovernmental organisations to sanction
military regimes in Nigeria, especially those of
Generals' Babangida and Abacha dictatorships.

As the years went by, and his ideas and methods
evolved, he never abandoned the vision of a
genuinely democratic, free, and just Nigeria. The
fearless activist and selfless leader that Inno was,
a significant feature of his legacy would be his
courage of conviction and the clarity of his ideas
through which he brilliantly and lucidly laid out
line upon line, precept upon precept, what he
was convinced were the imperatives for fixing
Nigeria.

This was a period when human rights were
severely trampled upon by the military juntas.
Inno also served in various capacities on boards
and advisory bodies of international policing
and criminal justice organisations, including:
Chairperson, Transition Monitoring Group (July
2005 – June 2007); Lead Consultant, Voluntary
Policing Sector, DFID’s Justice for All Programme
(J4A) in Nigeria (April 2011- December 2012);
Board Member, the International Centre for the
Prevention of Crime (ICPC); Board Member,
African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum
(APCOF); Board Member, Open Society Global
Criminal Justice Fund; and Member, Africa
Advisory Council of Human Rights Watch. He
was also the chair of the Altus Global Alliance, a
global network of nonprofits.

The greatest tribute we can pay this Nigerian
exemplar is to continue in his ways by building
institutions and structures that will uplift lives
and serve the purpose of our time and beyond. It
was Nelson Mandela who once said, “There can
be no greater gift than that of giving one's time
and energy to help others without expecting
anything in return”. Inno not only thought hard
and theorised about how to make a fundamental
difference in the lives of ordinary people, he for
the most part had his hand on the plough and
never looked back. For the devout Christian
that he was, what blessedness for him to go
home in a blaze of glory during Easter. Bisi and
I commiserate with our sister, Josephine and the
girls, and the rest of the family. Inno has fought
a good fight, kept the faith and finished the race
well.

Innocent was gregarious and boisterous, yet
patient and gentle all at once. He was infectiously
witty, and at the same time deeply caring
about people. He was irreverent of power
structures when the occasion demanded, but
also knew how to court the powers that be and
mobilise stakeholders towards achieving any
developmental objective. That did not mean
that such individuals would not attract his
criticism in the course of time if they deviated
from doing what was right. Not for him the lazy
intellectualism of cloistered academics. He was
very much at home lecturing in the hallowed
precincts of some of the most prestigious
institutions in the world, as he was mobilizing
against wrong actions by governments at home.

Nigeria has been short-changed by the loss of
this consistent advocate of justice and equity.
But the struggle must continue, as he would have
wanted. Africa has lost a gem; indeed, one of the
brightest in our firmament – I have lost my friend.
Adieu Inno. Goodnight!

Dr. Kayode Fayemi, CON
Governor, Ekiti State, Nigeria
Chairman, Nigeria Governors Forum

21

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

T

he news of the passage to eternity of
Innocent Chukwuma on 3rd April, 2021,
came to me as an unbelievable, rude shock.
Beyond the pain of the nation losing an
iconic human rights actor, globally respected
civil society activist and police reform
advocate, the death of Innocent Chukwuma is an
unbearable loss of a professional soulmate, dependable
friend, trusted confidant, reliable ally, invaluable advisor
and true brother.

have not lost the battle on POLICE REFORMS!
The Election Security Risk Assessment Reports that
Innocent Chukwuma’s CLEEN Foundation often
published were invaluable strategic election security
planning documents for the Nigeria Police. The CLEEN
corruption perception index was also a contentious
issue, over which I was asked to effect the arrest of
my dear friend for his effrontery on several occasions.
I know no other Nigerian who has undertaken and
published more authentic research on policing than
Innocent Chukwuma. Today, most of his academic works
are credible references for students, policymakers and
law enforcement practitioners. Thank you Innocent and
CLEEN for hosting me and my family on my retirement
as the 18th indigenous IGP.

Since fate made our professional lines cross, Innocent
Chukwuma has been an invaluable asset to my family
and myself, in all the capacities I served in the Nigeria
Police Force. He is the unsung hero in the advocacy of
the concept of community and intelligence-led policing
to the policing system in Nigeria as he was pivotal to the
project and worked closely with me to coordinate the
implementation of the initiative, including sending the
first crop of Community Policing Officers to the United
States with funding support from MacArthur Foundation
in my then capacity as the Principal Staff Officer (20022007).

My dear friend, Innocent Chukwuma, your clock might
have suddenly stopped ticking, the curtains of your
life might have closed, and your light of life might have
dimmed eternally, but your exceptional virtues, passion
for an efficient law enforcement system, expansive
academic works on policing and criminal justice
administration and contributions to the advancement of
the peace and security of our beloved nation through
the CLEEN Foundation vehicle which you founded, and
the Ford Foundation which you headed, remain great
legacies that shall immortally console us.
Adieu, my dear friend and brother!

In my capacity as the Deputy Commissioner of
Police, State Criminal Investigation Department,
Lagos State Police Command, Innocent Chukwuma
was instrumental to the re-organisation plan that we
implemented towards restoring investigative excellence
and professionalism to the Department. He deployed
all his resources in CLEEN Foundation to enrich our
reform template, and also trained all the operatives, pro
bono! Beyond this, he facilitated my contact with USbased Prof. Chris Stone, a professional relationship that
assisted me in setting up the Case Tracking System and
Performance Evaluation Standard in the SCID, Lagos.
The success of this initiative informed my being invited
to Harvard to present lectures on the re-organisation
model experience in Harvard University, USA.

Dr. Solomon Ehigiator Arase, NPM, fdc, (Fmr. IGP)

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

Furthermore, when I was deployed to Akwa Ibom State
as the Commissioner of Police, Innocent Chukwuma
and Prof. E. Alemika again supported me in developing
the concept of grassroots policing model of community
policing which represented my policing strategy in
the State. They also facilitated the training of all Local
Government Chairmen and other strategic stakeholders
on the concept, standard of operations and practice
of Neighbourhood Watch as part of the processes of
entrenching grassroots policing in the State.

I

received the news today of the passing
to glory of Mr Innocent Chukwuma with
sadness.

He was a brother and ally. We shared
dreams about an ideal and functional
nation and often-times partnered in that regard.

In furtherance of his vision for a corruption-free Police
Force, Innocent Chukwuma supported my leadership
as Inspector General of Police in the establishment
of the ‘Stop-the-Bribe’ social media interactive
platform to compliment my initiative in setting up the
complaints response unit (CRU) where citizens could
lodge complaints of corruption and rights abuses
against police personnel and receive feedback in real
time. Our last major event together was the first and
last Police Management Summit where the keynote
speakers, Prof. Chris Stone and the Fmr. USA Georgian
Police Commissioner were to share their thoughts on
Police brutality. We were security astrologers who saw
tomorrows. Had successive police managers sustained
these reforms, the Nigeria Police could have avoided the
‘EndSARS’ debacle. I am wondering Dear Innocent, if we

With a history as a rights activist, he will be
evidently missed in the development space
where he had established global acclaim and
strides.
My heart is with his family as Imo loses yet
another progressive icon.
As we commemorate the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we pray, in line with our faith,
that the Almighty God will grant his soul eternal
rest.

Emeka Ihedioha
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
WAS A THOROUGHBRED
SOCIAL ACTIVIST,
OSINBAJO SAYS IN
TRIBUTE

INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA WAS
A CREDIBLE VOICE
OF TRANSPARENCY,
SAYS PRESIDENT
BUHARI

V

ice President Yemi Osinbajo,
SAN, has expressed deep
sadness over the passing
of the Director of Ford
Foundation, West Africa,
Innocent Chukwuma, who
died on Saturday, April 3.

P

resident Muhammadu Buhari
has paid tribute to civil society
leader, Innocent Chukwuma,
describing him as a credible voice
of transparency who died when the
nation needed his services most.

Prof. Osinbajo also commiserated with the family
members, friends and associates of the late civil
society leader, noting that Nigeria has lost a
"thoroughbred social activist" whose "relentless
pursuit of justice and the common good will be
an enduring legacy."

“His demise will be badly felt because of his
great contributions to our efforts to ensure
transparency and good governance under our
democratic system”, the President said.

In a personal tribute on Monday, the Vice
President described the late Chukwuma as a
"friend and collaborator of many years."

Chukwuma was working actively with the
administration through the civil society
organisation, CLEEN Foundation, to monitor the
spending of the last tranche of $311m repatriated
funds recovered from former Head of State, Gen.
Sani Abacha.

He said, "I was greatly saddened by the news
of the passing of Innocent Chukwuma, a
thoroughbred social activist, my friend and
collaborator of many years. Innocent, then in
CLEEN Foundation, was a crucial resource in
Police reform in support of our justice reform
efforts in Lagos State in my time as AttorneyGeneral.

Extolling the virtues of the civil society leader,
the President said he will be remembered for
his remarkable record and dedication to the
cause of good governance, transparency and
accountability in Africa.

"Also, as Ford Foundation Lead in West Africa,
he was first amongst others to support our
work in the Office of the Vice President, OVP,
in the setting up of the Presidential Advisory
Committee Against Corruption, PACAC, and
most recently, in the Police reform efforts of the
Federal Government.

President Buhari extends heartfelt condolences
to Chukwuma’s family and the civil society
organisations in the country, praying God to
grant the soul of the departed eternal rest and
comfort for all who mourn.

"His thoughtful, knowledge-driven, drama-free,
but relentless pursuit of justice and the common
good will be an enduring legacy.

Garba Shehu
Senior Special Assistant to the President
(Media & Publicity)
April 4, 2021

"We pray for God’s comfort for his wife, family
and loved ones, and blessings on his memory
and legacy always."

Laolu Akande
Senior Special Assistant to the President on
Media and Publicity
Office of the Vice President
5th April, 2021
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Mrs. Josephine Effah-Chukwuma,

cj o Assistant Inspector-General of Police,
Zone 2 Police Headquarters,
Onikan,
Lagos State.
LETTER OF CONDOLENCE

�-

.Lwiife· on behalf of my family and the Nigeria Police Force to

express my heartfelt condolences on the demise of your husband Mr.
Innocent Chukwuma the Founder of CLEEN Foundation and the
Regional Director, Ford Foundation, West Africa.
2.

Late Chukwuma was an invaluable partner to successive Force

leaderships and a passionate advocate of the modernization of
policing culture in Nigeria. He proved in his lifetime that he was not
just an arm chair social critic of the Nigeria Police, but a change agent
who deployed his expansive network, resources and intellectual
assets towards advocating and advancing the goals of Police reform.
This he did- with -exceptional ·pass'ion, sacrifice· and immeasurabl€
success.
3.

Though the passage to eternity of Late Chukwuma is a huge

loss to the Nigeria Police family, we however, draw consolation from
the fact that the landmark legacies he left within the Police and
indeed Nigeria, and the researches he undertook on policing in
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TRIBUTE TO
INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

M

y colleagues and I @FordFoundation
are saddened and grieving the
loss of our magnificent colleague
Innocent Chukwuma. He led
Ford’s West Africa program with
intelligence, passion, humility and compassion. Our
deepest condolences to his beloved wife Josephine
and daughters.

Darren Walker
President, Ford Foundation.

Our shared experiences were not only at the
personal level; in fact, the political processes we went
through in our home countries had some important
similarities: we both grew up while major political
transitions were going on in our countries. We both
had to learn that those political transitions were not
enough to build democratic institutions if we lived
in deeply unequal societies. Innocent really liked a
sentence from a political scientist who said that those
were "transitions from dictatorship, not transitions to
democracy."
Having known Innocent for many years, I have always
admired him as a colleague but, when I finally had
the chance to work with him more closely, beginning
a couple of years ago, I had the privilege to witness
firsthand many of his qualities as a leader.
During his farewell, I highlighted three remarkable
qualities that impressed me. First was his
thoughtfulness. I know I am not the only one who
was impressed by Innocent's thinking the first time I
met him but, after more than 20 years, I would always
pay special attention and take notes when he was
speaking because of his highly sophisticated thought
process.

TRIBUTE TO
INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

T

he last time I saw Innocent was during the
beautiful farewell that the West Africa office
organized to celebrate his legacy after
eight years as the Foundation's director
for that region. It was a unique moment of
joy, listening for hours to people from many different
worlds talking about Innocent's extraordinary
leadership.
I enjoyed that event more than usual because I have
known Innocent for almost 25 years. Sometime
during the second half of the 90s, Innocent and I
were part of a global program to learn and share our
experiences working on police reform. Chris Stone,
then ED of the Vera Institute, organized that program,
and Innocent, Chris, and I eventually became friends
and remained in contact since then. It was Chris who
informed me of his passing this last Saturday.
I am not sure Innocent noticed me back then, but I
sure noticed him: he was one of the leading voices in
the program, sharing his remarkable achievements
leading CLEEN.
At that time, I was running a human rights
organisation in Argentina, and his experience was
deeply relevant to our work. As we continued getting
to know each other, we realized that, even though we
came from very different backgrounds, we had a lot
in common. We were the same age, both of us have
been trained as lawyers and had devoted most of our
professional life to promoting criminal justice reform
but, because we have not practised law in many
years, we became "recovering lawyers."
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The second thing that you would notice about him
was his endless curiosity. During his farewell, people
talked about his work and commitment to working on
policing and criminal justice issues. Yet, we also heard
about how he embraced the need to focus on youth,
his interest in the future of work, and his pioneering
support for impact investing. All of this speaks about
a restless mind always open to different ideas, using
every opportunity to learn about new topics.
The last quality that I would highlight was that
you always knew where he "stood" with Innocent.
Innocent never hid his opinions. While he was
a charming and warm person, he would always
hold strong points of view. And, he would expect
reciprocity: a straightforward, candid relationship was
the only one that really interested him. That was one
of the reasons why I found it so easy to work with
him.
During our last chat, we talked about his new projects
and dreams, but we also talked about institutional
violence against black people in the context of the
BLM and End SARS campaigns. In that conversation,
he asked me, in his very straightforward way, what
the Foundation was going to do to address this
demand?
Chris Stone, the man who got us together about
25 years ago, wrote a piece remembering Innocent
saying that the best we can do to honour his legacy
is to continue his work. I guess I need to come up
with a good answer to that last question he posed to
me.

Martín Abregu
Vice President, International Programs

MOURNING THE
LOSS OF INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

MOURNING THE
LOSS OF INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

W

I

e are profoundly
saddened by the loss
of our dear colleague
Innocent Chukwuma,
who passed away on
Saturday, April 3 in
Lagos. Innocent had
recently been diagnosed
with leukemia and was just beginning emergency
treatment.

had the good fortune to work with
Innocent for five years. Our positions in
the foundation meant that we were often
having to work on things - like strategy that were real points of frustration. Some
of the work I was responsible for was likely
some of what frustrated Innocent most at
Ford.

And yet, it was never personal between us. I had
immense respect for him. Even when things were
at a really challenging point with strategy work,
he and I found time for lunch together and spent
the hour or so sharing stories of what was hard
in management and where we might be able to
support each other. He had a natural mind for
complexity and that allowed him to be able to
enjoy time with me and appreciate what we had in
common, even as we continued to struggle around
the strategy work that would not end.

As the Director of Ford’s West Africa office from
2013 to 2021, Innocent led the Foundation’s
work in the region with admirable humility, grace
and exceptional knowledge of civil society and
governance challenges and opportunities. In
addition to being a dedicated and admired leader
in his office, he built solid partnerships with donors,
civil society leaders and public and private sector
leaders.
Innocent was a skilled grantmaker and a dedicated
thought partner to our grantees in the region and
beyond. Most recently, he played a pivotal role in the
growth of impact investing in West Africa to help
leverage private sector resources towards meeting
Sustainable Development Goals. Innocent’s expertise
and ability to forge meaningful partnerships helped
catalyze private and public sector entities to launch
the Impact Investors Foundation, which aims to
promote the growth and excellence of impact
investing in Nigeria.

Innocent was filled with complexity. He was fierce
in his advocacy and push for justice, but he was also
a lover of life and joy. There is a feminist activist
book entitled, "What's the Point Of Revolution If You
Can't Dance?" and from the first time I saw him on
the dance floor, I thought: it's a shame this title has
already been taken or it could have been the title of
his autobiography.
I am struck by two things since Innocent's passing.
The first is how far and wide the mourning of
Innocent has been. He was known on every
continent and in so many fields. He was more than
known. He was respected and appreciated.

Before joining the Ford Foundation, Innocent
founded and led the CLEEN Foundation to
promote public safety, security, and accessible
justice in West Africa. CLEEN was the first African
nongovernmental organization to receive the
prestigious MacArthur Foundation Award for
Creative and Effective Institutions. In addition,
Innocent held various posts within the Civil
Liberties Organization, one of Nigeria's first human
rights organizations. Innocent was the recipient
of numerous honours, including the Reebok
International Human Rights Award, and served as
visiting lecturer at Harvard's Kennedy School of
Government.

The second is that everyone tells stories about him
that make clear that he was greater than any one
of us individuals ever knew. The collective story
of Innocent - the remembrances that are held by
everyone who came across him - come together and
help us realize that he was not just a great man. He
was a giant among us.
I am so grateful I got to know him.

Bess Rothenberg, Senior Director, Strategy and
Learning

Innocent is survived by his wife Josephine and three
children: Chidinma, Amarachi and Nkechi.
“We are deeply saddened by the loss of our friend
and colleague, Innocent Chukwuma,” said Ford
Foundation President Darren Walker. “We will
forever cherish his memory as a champion for justice
and equality in West Africa and around the world.”

Ford Foundation
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INNOCENT C. CHUKWUMA - A MAN
OF MANY PARTS TO MANY PEOPLE

H

mmmm...Shocked, Saddened
and Devastated. I am yet
to come to terms with your
passing. I am still trying to
process the news. I still
cannot believe that I will be
writing a tribute in honor
of Innocent Chukwuemeka
Chukwuma, my Amiable, Approachable, Considerate,
Decent, Disciplined, Gentle, Great Encourager,
Humble, Honest, Hardworking, Intelligent,
Kindhearted, Open-Minded, Shy, Unassuming, Warm
former boss whom I fondly call IC. I knew Innocent
as a grantee when I joined Ford Foundation in the
year 2006 and when he joined the Ford Foundation
in January 2013 as the Representative for West
Africa and my direct Manager. We worked closely
together for a long period as his Executive Assistant
and later Operations Manager. Innocent was more
than a colleague and boss to me, he was the brother
that I never had. I could approach him at any time
to discuss even personal things and he was ever
ready to listen and proffer solutions. Always willing
to assist. On several occasions, due to his tight
schedules, I remember Innocent asking me to help
him transfer money to some people that need his
support and later reimburse me. Jokingly, I'd tell
him that "Oga these people I do not know o, incase
EFCC probe my account I will also request that you
should be arrested o" and he will laugh and say
"YESOOOO". Innocent will give you the benefit
of doubt in every situation. He never missed work
for even a day so to hear that he just passed away
without being sick is still a mystery to me. I am
privileged to have worked with you and thank God
our paths crossed. Innocent was many things to
many people. He shared his love across the board
and was larger than life. He was very instrumental to
the achievements of many people. I never thought I
would refer to him in the past so soon.

not recognizing people these days because of the
masks. At that event everyone that came spoke of
how much Innocent impacted their lives positively.
Because I live far away, I excused myself and left the
event. In his usual manner, he gave me a hug and
wanted to walk me over to the car but I told him not
to worry. He bid me farewell and promised to see me
when he returns from Oxford in July. I never knew he
would be embarking on a very long journey to meet
his creator. He was very optimistic about Africa and
Nigeria in particular.
I pray that the Lord will grant your beloved wife,
Josephine, lovely daughters, Chidinma, Amarachi
and Nkechi, family members, contemporaries in the
civic space, the Ford Foundation family and well
wishers the fortitude to bear this irreparable loss.
The Lord will give us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning and garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness. Innocent, you will be greatly missed but
your lasting legacy lives forever. WITH GRIEF, COMES
GRATITUDE. INNOCENT YOU WERE A BLESSING TO
THIS GENERATION. ADIEU IC.

Oluyemisi Akin-Adeniyi
Operations Manager, Ford Foundation, Office for
West Africa

TRIBUTE TO
INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

T

he team in the Southern Africa office
is deeply saddened by the loss of our
dear friend and colleague Innocent.
It is still difficult to process, and our
thoughts and prayers go out to his
loved ones and our colleagues in the
West Africa office. He was deeply
respected by the team, and we
appreciated his wisdom, intellect, and leadership. He
will be dearly missed, and we were looking forward
to his book. May his soul rest in eternal peace, and
may history document his legacy and his important
contributions in the fight for justice.

Since I heard about his death, I find it difficult to
believe. It’s a bad dream that I am waiting to be
woken from. I vividly remember that on March 20
my husband called his mobile number and it didn't
go through. He wanted to say hello to him and I also
wanted to remind him about his U.S. visa which will
be expiring in June so that we can start the renewal
process early. The next Monday, March 22 I sent him
a WhatsApp message only for him to reply that he
traveled to the village and his phone was switched
off for sometime. Later that day, he sent me an
invitation to attend a farewell event organized in his
honor by one of our grantees' on March 27. He drove
to the event himself and was accompanied by his
wife and daughter, Nkechi. He was looking very well
and we all wore our facemasks and even joked about

Message from the Office for Southern Africa
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CURTAINS FALL FOR A PERFECT GENTLEMAN!
ODE TO A GOOD, GOOD MAN!

H

ow does one say
goodbye to Nigeria
and Africa’s finest, a
perfect gentleman? You
were a real gift, a boss,
a brother, a mentor
and friend. Thank
God for the gift of you
and thank you for being a living example of a
perfect gentleman and a welcome departure
from toxic masculinity and patriarchy!

would say, “You are a natural, Funke, and this
role was made for you.” When I worried about
family, he always had the right words and
then he would jokingly add that we had some
quirky connection as parents of girls. He would
always say, “I am a minority in my own home
but at least you are not!” I am not sure who I
will turn to when I need those no-holds-barred
conversations, or who I will sound out my ideas
with, even though I can hear him say, “Chart
your own path, Funke, you are a natural.”

Innocent was not just a good man or an
intelligent man, neither was he just a man
of excellent character and principles, he did
not only represent the epitome of feminist
principles and ideologies, but he was also a
man worthy of emulation. Innocent was the
man! Innocent was like a rare meteor, people
like him pass this way only once and it is
indeed a rare opportunity to have crossed
paths with him. In all my years in development,
I have never met anyone like him.

May the good Lord grant your soul eternal rest,
and comfort your family, especially my sister
Josephine and the Amazons. Thank you for
sharing him with us. For now, your watch has
ended, but our loved ones never truly die, they
live on in our hearts, always dancing on the
stage of memory. Rest in peace and power
Innocent C. Chukwuma.

I met Innocent and his wife Josephine in 2006
while he was still Executive Director at CLEEN
and subsequently our paths crossed in the
development world on many issues. In all this
time, he encouraged, mentored and pushed me
to reach for the stars. When I came to Ford, he
told me I have made the best career decision
at this time but there are better things coming
as well. He helped assuage all my fears and
worries about moving from USAID (my safe
government space) to a private foundation.
When I wondered how I could ever make the
kind of mark he made here, he said, “You will
do even better!” How can one ever better
Innocent Chukwuma? But that was the kind of
man Innocent was, he never thought too highly
of himself and always believed the younger
generation could surpass his accomplishments.

Olufunke Baruwa
Program Officer, Gender Racial and Ethnic
Justice - West Africa | Ford Foundation

Innocent truly belonged to everybody! What a
good, good man!!

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

I

nnocent's loss has shaken me to the core.
He was a motivating colleague who always
commanded respect and admiration. He was
a human being with such love for life and all
that is beautiful in it and that gave me huge
inspiration.

I had just come to the full realization and
acceptance that Innocent had left Ford for
good when fate slammed the biggest shocker
on Saturday April 3rd! Innocent indeed left
the world – not just Ford – for good … This
one won’t be easy to accept. When I battled
some governance issues outside the office,
Innocent would quip one of his most famous
sayings: “It’s better to apologize than to ask for
permission: do what you have to do, Funke!”
When I worried about my capacity to fit in, he

I remember the short time I was privileged to spend
with his family in Cairo, walking through the streets of
the old city. Watching this beautiful family made me
admire Innocent and his wife even more. Their spirit
and character shined and will continue to do so with his
example and memory.
May his beautiful soul rest in peace and may the family
have the strength and wisdom to endure the loss.

TRIBUTE TO
INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

INNOCENT THE
DANCER

L

ast year, we were supposed
to travel to Ghana, a long
awaited trip looking into
NRCC work, and an excuse
for regional directors to
meet. I was so looking
forward to seeing you in
your role, to hear your
reflections and to live your
connection to your region of the world. We all
were cut short in the dream of getting together,
and the longing to see esteemed colleagues only
got longer. When you announced that you were
leaving, I could not believe that we would not
meet again, as regional directors, in NY. Now, it
is impossible to believe that there are no further
chances.
When I first met you, I felt that you were an
intellectual giant. And that is an appropriate way
to describe you. Always thinking, always silently
waiting for the best moment to add a relevant
comment that could change the conversation. At
the leadership training, I also started to recognize
that mischievous smile that would come across
your face, whenever you made a playful,
provocative comment that would be disguised as
a joke--but still carried heavy truth. You always
had something of substance to add to any topic,
and you always measured the way in which you
would say it.
The fact that we were not going to have you
among the regional directors anymore was a loss.
Not having you among us, at all, feels incredibly
unfair and sad. We wanted to read your book,
and follow your political adventures from afar,
feeling proud of the fact that you also belonged
to us. I was still hoping to see you in Nigeria at
some point, being fully yourself. You went too
soon, and that is painful.
Dear Innocent, may peace, love and light be with
you always, wherever you are. I hold your loved
ones in my thoughts, wishing that peace, love
and light also come to surround them.

My favourite memory of Innocent dates back
a few years when we were all gathered in
Tarrytown for a Leadership Development
Program led by the Center for Creative
Leadership. Innocent injured his leg somehow. A
Ford colleague and fellow director named Don
Chen lived nearby and loaned his car to transport
Innocent to the local medical center. I was
staffing the program rather than leading it, so I
drove Innocent there in Don's car. The ride gave
us time to talk about family. I'm from the state of
New Jersey, so Innocent shared a lot about his
daughter attending Rutgers University. I loved
hearing about his family that day.
Despite being in some pain and discomfort,
Innocent was calm. He seemed mostly concerned
that it would impact his ability to do the athletic
dancing he loved. I had never heard the term
athletic dancing before, but I loved seeing him
smile and describe the joy he found in dancing. I
also loved the images that came into my mind of
this big guy jumping around dancing full of life.
I never actually saw him dance, but I pray today
that he's dancing with God and every ancestor
that paved the way for him on this earth.
I'm sending gratitude to you for sharing Innocent
with us. I'm also sending comfort and consolation
to you as you grieve his passing. May he rest in
power.
With sympathy,
Christopher Grygo, Global Director, People &
Organizational Development, Ford Foundation |
People & Culture

Helena Hofbauer
Regional Director - Office for Mexico and
Central America. International Director - Citizen
Engagement and Government
Ford Foundation

Noha El-Mikawy, PhD
Ford Foundation Regional Director
Middle East and North Africa
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I

'm very sorry that Innocent has
returned to his Divine Origin and
Destiny, but the ache lets me
know that I loved him as a friend
and colleague. Innocent will be
remembered not only for his outsized
contributions in Nigeria (and beyond),
but also for his presence and warm
way of relating. I don't think I ever
felt so seen and regarded by another regional
director as I did when Innocent and I spoke. I'm
thankful for our relationship.
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I

was extremely shocked and saddened
by the news of Innocent's passing.
As a young and new Ford employee
who joined in 2016 in the Office
of Southern Africa. The Regional
Director, Nicolette and I together with
Innocent travelled to the Lily Family
School of Philanthropy in Indianapolis
in 2017. I learnt so much from him
and his kindness, always treated everyone
equally without hierarchy. I also met his wife
who was such an inspiration to me at an event in
Johannesburg a year later. Such a lovely family.

loved his laugh. It was infectious. He
also had an amazing smile.

I loved his passion for social justice – he
was tireless in advocating for those who
needed his support and in his efforts to
get as many resources as he could to
support the West Africa region.
I loved that in addition to all of the amazing
things he accomplished in his professional career,
he found time to explore things like being a DJ!
I have had the pleasure of working at the Ford
Foundation for quite some time so I knew
Innocent during his tenure here. But, I worked
most closely with him over the last several years
as he took steps to bring the social investment
community to West Africa.

May his soul rest in power.

Chandiwana, Rutendo, Grants Officer, Ford
Foundation, Johannesburg, South Africa

He was an incredible leader, an incredible
advocate and a wonderful friend to all who had
the pleasure to get to know him.

IN MEMORY OF
INNOCENT

It is such a loss. My deepest sympathies go to
his wonderful family who he spoke about all the
time. We have lost an amazing individual. I will
cherish the memories I had with him.

I

had the honour of working with Innocent
over my past 4 years at Ford. He was
a warm, welcoming, inclusive, kind,
incisive, and intrepid leader. In my 3
visits to Nigeria, and in his time at the
Ford NY offices, I felt his generosity and
strength, clarity and vision.
My fond memories include:
- eating hot pepper soup with him and the team
in Lagos
- laughter and dancing at the Africa regional
meeting in Kenya
- discussing our children - I have a teenage
daughter - and our love and hopes for them
- thoughtful, smart advice and collaboration
He was humble - it was over time (2 years or so)
that I understood his incredible record of human
rights and democracy in Nigeria that reverberates
around the world.
I will carry his memory and his legacy forward in
my work and life.
Sending comfort, peace, and light to Innocent's
family.
Warm wishes and prayers,

Victoria Dunning, Program Officer, BUILD. Ford
Foundation, New York

Christine Looney, Ford Foundation
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ntelligent, cheerful, calm and respectful.
Your patience and ability to listen was
an encouragement to all of us. I will miss
your insightful views regarding our work in
Africa.

Farewell Dee Innocent.

Margaret, Ford Foundation, Nairobi Office
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met Innocent on my second week on the job at
Ford Foundation. Shortly after I started I joined
my team on a visit to the Lagos office. It was
my first time on the continent, and I came to
learn how I could best support and serve the
regional team with the "technology" knowledge
I was meant to bring to the foundation. It was an
exciting but stressful time.

Innocent immediately put me at ease. We had dinner with
him on our first night and I did not know what to expect meeting the regional director for the first time! But he was
so generous, friendly and warm. I instantly felt respect and
admiration for him.
A few years later we had the chance to work very
closely together as part of the 2019 Ford Foundation
Worldwide Meeting. We oversaw the portion of the
agenda dedicated to sharing the global and regional
strategies of the foundation. Even though we were many
time zones apart, we were on the same page with our
goals: to ensure that the regional offices were centered
and not sidelined in sessions that focused on strategy and
grantmaking approaches. We played off of each other
smoothly and generously both in meetings and as we put
our thoughts to paper outside of them. And I knew that
the most important thing was to center his experience
and perspective as a regional director in how we thought
about and found the right arrangement for these agenda
sessions.

My sincerest condolences to Innocent's family.

Anthony Bebbington, International Program
Director, Natural Resources and Climate Change,
The Ford Foundation

I knew Innocent liked me, and we had a good rapport. But
when we were working together I had this deep sense of
wanting to make him proud - of wanting to feel like I am
truly meeting and representing his perspectives. It was a
bit of a strange thing! I want people to value the work I do,
and I want to serve others - but this specific desire to want
to make someone proud? It wasn't so common for me.
Where did that come from? I then realized it is because
of how much I respected, admired and trusted Innocent.
If I could do right by him, that means I was doing the
right thing. It wasn't driven by my ego, but rather driven
by my desire to do good - and the shining north star that
Innocent represented.
I think I did it. I believed I did right. Every time I would
pass by Innocent in the hallways at Ford after that
collaboration, it would be a highlight of my day. I'd see
his genuine smile as he saw me, his approach and warm
embrace. I felt his respect, and his care, and his joy. And
I, in turn, respected him more and more and I saw him
bring this warmth not just to me but to everyone we
worked with. While I knew I would not get to work with
him at Ford again, I believed I'd be sitting down with him
for dinner again somewhere in Lagos at some time in the
future.

GOODNIGHT
INNOCENT

T

he news of your passing is still a
shock to me. You will be greatly
missed. I have always admired your
level of intelligence. I remember our
jokes and the way you pronounce
my name, saying "Temitope you
know you can be my boss one-day".
I am still in disbelief.
God Almighty will keep and protect your wife
and the children you left behind in Jesus’ name,
Amen.
Adieu, Innocent
A tribute to the Iroko that sheltered many,
my boss, mentor and big brother, Innocent
Chukwuma (1966-2021)

I was so sad to learn of Innocent's passing even though, in
the grand scheme of life, I had only known him for a short
period. So I cannot begin to imagine the pain that his
family, friends and loved ones must feel. Know that we all
feel this pain and sadness together. You are not alone.

Temitope Deborah Awolusi, Former Finance
Manager, Ford Foundation West Africa

Michael Brennan, Michael Brennan. Technology and
Society / Ford Foundation
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I

did not know Innocent well, but
what struck me about him was his
thoughtfulness, his poise, his openness
and his gentle humour. Even though
I was brand new to the Foundation,
he treated me immediately as a peer,
both as we talked our work and also
about our families, and the challenges
and joys of seeing our children
through university. The respect that Foundation
members have for Innocent as a person, an
activist and a professional has been palpable.
What's also clear is that he has left a mark on the
Foundation that is going to be felt for years to
come, and in that sense his work continues.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE IROKO THAT
SHELTERED MANY: MY BOSS,
MENTOR AND BIG BROTHER,

THE INNOCENT CHUKWUMA I
KNOW!

INNOCENT CHUKWUMA (1966-2021)

I

woke up on Easter day to some terrible
news. My boss, mentor, and big brother
Innocent Chukwuma, who hugely shaped
my interest in social justice work and life in
general has passed away.
I met Innocent for the first time in August
2006, a few days after I joined the CLEEN
Foundation as a fresh graduate. During
my interaction with him about the hiring
process, Innocent mentioned that the organization
decided to hire greenhorns, fresh from the University,
who are ready to learn. He explained that he would
not expect extraordinary performances from the three
of us hired at the time, Shola Omotosho, Ndubisi
Eberebe and I, but that he sees a huge opportunity
for the CLEEN Foundation to make investments in
shaping and moulding young graduates into industry
experts with the right values, skills and spirit required
to work in the field of human rights and social justice.
Innocent was not a man of many words, so his words
of assurance and validation meant so much to me at
that time, because it was a time when organizations
in Nigeria would not hire fresh graduates without
experience. Innocent was a strong believer in young
people and he would not hold back from making any
investment that would be beneficial to building human
resources for the field.

so many gifts. I find it very difficult to attempt to
summarize what I have learnt in one piece, but key
among them were his last words to me before leaving
the Ford foundation which I would highlight as follows:
He emphasized that “Leadership and humility must
go hand in hand, that what makes a human being
special is self-dignity … in all your dealings with
people, never rob them of their esteem; if you do so,
you have reduced the individual to nothing.” Innocent
was a humble leader himself, to the point that when
providing feedback about performance at work,
Innocent would layer it with loads of high praise and
stay away from stressing one’s weaknesses. He would
nicely suggest areas to improve on, without letting
you know how poorly you have performed. I never
trusted Innocent with feedbacks when I wanted to
receive a hard knock for poor performance, but he did
all that to ensure he did not rob people of their selfconfidence.
Secondly, Innocent believed in self-development
through investing heavily in building one’s career or
areas of interest. He would say: Prioritize building
yourself up before anything else, remembering that
time waits for no body.
One of the most outstanding words of wisdom, for
which I will forever respect Innocent, was his advice to
me when I first joined the Ford Foundation in March
2019, during my first check in with him as my direct
report, he categorically said: “You know you have
worked with me before; it is very easy to fall into the
trap of picking up my idiosyncrasies and biases. I
encourage you to find your own paths, make your own
friends and do not inherit my enemies … feel free to
explore and do not be shy.”

He was not just a boss, he was a big brother to his
colleagues and mentees; Innocent was an Iroko that
sheltered many, he believed so much that an office
space was a place where people spend most of
their time and must be structured to accommodate
hard work merged with loads of fun. He called it “a
family resemblance office prototype”. This was the
atmosphere of work that we enjoyed working with
Innocent at the CLEEN Foundation where he was
Executive Director, and the Ford Foundation where
he was the Regional Director until January 31 when he
retired.

I last saw Innocent on Saturday, March 27, 2021, at
a farewell event organized by TBWA to mark his
retirement from the Ford Foundation, it was an
evening of reflection of his many contributions the
society, including the ‘Made in Aba’ project by TBWA.
Innocent promised to take us (his Ford colleagues)
to a lunch on Good Friday, April 2, but this never
happened before he went to meet his maker on
Saturday, April 3.

In 2010, I decided to leave the CLEEN foundation to
pursue other interests. I remember during my send
forth event in January 2011, Innocent’s parting words
to me were: “No matter where you go, do not stay
very far from the sector.” My door will be open, if you
need my support at any time, feel free to come back if
you get confused along the way.
Innocent was a strong believer in his people, he never
gave up on any of his mentees and staff, even when
we disagreed with him at different fronts. He believed
in growing the ecosystem of civil society leaders.
Fast-forward to March 2019, our paths crossed again
with my joining the Ford Foundation, where Innocent
was the regional director until January 2021. I had
the rare privilege of working very close to Innocent
for a second time. At this time, I paid closer attention
to learning and gleaning from the multi-talented,
extraordinary, diokpa aka ekpa (a nickname from his
father, meaning ‘left-handed guru’) endowed with

Oga Inno, my ED of life, thank you so much for
believing in my potential, investing and hand-holding
me in the sector until your retirement. I will try to
put into practice all that I have learnt from you by the
grace of God.
I really wish you stayed longer but God knows why!
May the Almighty God console your dear wife,
Josephine, Chidinma, Amarachi and Nkechi.
Rest in Power, our gladiator, oche ndo umu ogbenyi
(help to the helpless), Ije-oma sir! (Journey well).

Onyinye Onyemobi
Program Associate, Ford Foundation
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"Joy, Joy! How we dey?"

Innocent was (I still find it difficult to refer to him in
past tense) as “good” as they came - In every sense of
the word. He was a good person. I do not know how
else to describe him. Perhaps, this is because he made
so much impact in my life, both in my capacity as his
colleague for 8 years and as a friend long before. I
remember the first day in 2013 when he walked into
the office at the Ford Foundation to begin work as the
Regional Director. He walked up to me and said, "Joy!
Joy! How we dey? Glad to have you here. As you can
see, we have a journey ahead, let’s use this platform to
move the needle contributing our quota to changing
the narratives about Africa. We cannot solve all the
problems, but we must try." And try he did. Without so
much effort, he broke down bureaucratic bottlenecks
that prevented access to him, changed systems,
birthed ideas, empowered people, mentored youth,
created capacity building opportunities, trail blazed,
pioneered visons and left behind pieces of himself
in so many people scattered across different sectors
and industries. If you have had course to cross paths
with him – look closely, there is a piece of Innocent
Chukwuma in you!

have been waiting to hear that deep
voice, typical of Innocent Chukwuma
say those words so I can respond, "My
Oga, we dey here O!" That was our
usual greeting. In fact, we exchanged
those words on March 27, 2021, when
we had lunch with some partners and
friends to celebrate his retirement
from Ford. I never knew that would be
the last time I would hear "Joy! Joy!
How we dey?" Each time I picked up
my phone to make a call and I see his
name in my contact list, I remember! How can I not
remember? Innocent Chukwuma was more than a
Boss to me. He was a mentor, a friend, a confidant, and
Big Brother.
When I received a call from an old friend at 5.30am
on Easter Sunday, I was surprised he was calling
so early, thinking he was calling to wish me happy
Easter. I reluctantly picked up to phone and the next
thing I heard was, “Is it true Innocent is dead? My
immediate response was NO! You must be mistaken; it
must be the wrong Innocent – I had seen him a week
before and he was fine. I ended the call and went
back to sleep. A few minutes later, he called again.
I was irritated and told him to stop joking with such
a weighty matter. He pointed me to a tweet from a
notable Nationalist and asked me to wake up and go
online. I did wake up but not to go online, I quickly
picked up my phone and started calling Innocent – I
was in total denial and needed to speak with My Oga!
His phone rang out! I put a call to Josephine, his wife
who was also present at the March 27th event in
Ikeja, she didn’t pick up her phone. I panicked! I was
confused! Amid this, a colleague called me and asked
me to check my email and that a message had gone
out about Innocent. My heart broke! The wells opened!
And the rivers flowed.

As we celebrate his memory and grieve this great
and irreplaceable loss, we must constantly remind
ourselves and commit to the values to which he
dedicated his life, especially the fight against
inequality and injustice. We must let the piece of
Innocent in us blossom and bear fruits so that,
together, we can become trees. Tall trees with deep
roots in truth, integrity, fairness, and justice so that
we can shelter the weak and vulnerable from the
scorching sun of corruption and bad leadership. We
can make a forest of people who are ready to stand
together and confront those issues that have kept us
in the dark and behind.
I mourn your passing My Oga, but I take solace in
the fact that you lived a good life. You came, you
conquered, and you left when the ovation was loudest.
The Lord will comfort Josephine and the girls.
Rest on, Innocent. Adieu!

How could Innocent be gone! There was so much left
to do. We were only just talking about how he was
moving away from the Ford Foundation to begin a
new chapter. A chapter in which he could do much
more - Birthing ideas and strategies to help shape
the nation. He wanted the flexibility outside a 9-5
to do the things he was most passionate about. He
was a nation builder. He loved Nigeria. He gave his
all for preserving Democracy. He wanted nothing
more but to see the Nigeria he fought so hard for,
the democracy he struggled to birth, the systems
and institutions he contributed to building – all
evolving and becoming strong, transparent, free from
injustice and inequality. He demonstrated exemplary
leadership, selflessness, humility, sound judgement,
intelligence, and respect - Respect for Women! He
was an advocate for women’s rights and equality. He
opposed sexism.

Joy Ehinor-Esezobor. Program Manager, Ford
Foundation, Lagos

41

A TRUE EXAMPLE
OF A PHENOMENAL
LEADER

TRIBUTE TO
INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

I

encountered Innocent's leadership even
before I met him. When the decision on
when I was to resume at the Foundation
was being made, Innocent suggested
that it would be best for me to join in
the middle of the month just so there
wouldn't be a gap in receiving a salary.
From this experience, I felt at peace knowing the
kind of leader I was going to be working under,
a leader who always thought of everyone's best
interest.

M

y heart goes
out to the
family, friends
and colleagues
of Innocent
Chukwuma.
He was such a
special soul and I
am very grateful
for all of the work he has done to advance justice
and community belonging in Nigeria and the
world.

In the few months I got to know Innocent, his
humility, kindness, knowledge, and empathy
always struck me. He was always genuinely
interested in understanding and seeing things
from everyone's perspective. He valued each and
every voice.

During my work in Lagos, Innocent went to
great lengths to support my research and grow
my professional community. He introduced me
to colleagues who became great friends and
important collaborators in my life.

I will always remember Innocent for his impact,
not just on the civil society space, but on my life
and world view. He displayed the true meaning of
leadership, of which I hope to emulate; the kind
of leadership that is so impactful, it stays with
you for life.

Throughout my time in Nigeria I met countless
individuals who had been touched by Innocent,
through CLEEN and the Ford Foundation, in
addition to collaboration with the Harvard
Kennedy School, and his wife's gender-based
violence work.

I'm thankful Innocent's legacy will continue to
live in the memories and hearts of all those he
touched.

Boladale Shobowale – Programme Assistant,
Ford Foundation Office for West Africa

Nigeria and the world have been deeply touched
by Innocent's work to make systems more
fair and equitable, and to support community
members in cultivating spaces where they can
thrive. It's not often that you meet police officers
(anywhere in the world) who have reflected on
what it means to be in equal relationship with
community members. This is Innocent's influence.

SENDING PRAYERS
AND LOVE
Dear all, Greetings!

When I got to the Harvard Kennedy School, I
was thrilled to discover that Innocent had also
spent time here lecturing. I am saddened that we
did not get to be colleagues here together, but
heartened that his work remains on growing.

I

worked in Nigeria with the Ford
Foundation, under Innocent Chukwuma's
leadership for about six (6) years and
I'm quite sad to hear about his death. I'm
sending prayers to Josephine, the children
and all colleagues at the Ford Foundation.

In prayer and blessing.

Erica Licht. Cambridge, MA USA, Harvard
Kennedy School

May God continue to be with all of us.

Eva Kouka – former Program Officer, Ford
Foundation Office for West Africa
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A TRIBUTE TO OUR FOUNDERINNOCENT CHUKWUMA

W

ords fail me to
express how I feel
about your death
and to think that you
have truly crossed
over. Since the 3rd
of April 2021 when
I received the most
shocking news in recent times, I have picked up
my pen a few times to write this tribute but my
tears have never stopped flowing. Am I really
writing about you this way? You, who supported
ideas, dreams and gave young people around
you opportunities to thrive and be leaders? You
who would pop into the office when you were
in Abuja and just say hello and move on. At
other times you didn’t. You TRUSTED US. At the
CLEEN Foundation’s 20th Anniversary night in
2018; you beamed with so much happiness and
laughter at attaining that milestone. You were
proud that the baby you conceived and birthed
had and was still waxing strong. Hmmmm!
DEATH!

determine the suitability for the position. A
second internal interview for a higher position
had you on the panel with some Board members
and external persons. I could not imagine how
you threw in a joke or two during that process
to make it less tense. The rest they say is history.
Your thoughtfulness as a leader is exceptional.
As a Founder, you carried yourself with the
utmost level of humility and grace despite
the global relevance you have attained. Each
contact with Innocent Chukwuma at staff
retreats and board meetings were moments of
inspiration; moments that challenge you to think
big and outside the box. A meeting with you is
never complete without a section on the agenda
to discuss ‘Next Big Ideas’, and maintaining
thought leadership etc. From your vision alone
to set up the CLEEN Foundation, many careers
have been shaped. CLEEN is where it is today
because you gave it the wings to fly.
As a scholar, your contribution to the literature
on policing and justice sector reforms at the
global, continental and national levels are
outstanding and cannot be waived aside by any
scholar (of police studies especially). Who is
writing or reading about policing in Africa for
instance and hasn’t come across some of your
works? I was really looking forward to furthering
a discussion with you now that you were
supposedly retired from “paid employment”.

"As a Founder,
you carried
yourself with the
utmost level of
humility and grace
despite the global
relevance you have
attained.

Sir, I take solace in the fact that you lived a
short, positive and impactful fifty-five (55)
years. What your death has taught me is that,
it is not how long but how well a man lives. I
will miss you dear Founder and I thank you for
the beautiful times together. They were truly
inspiring. I am here today because I stood on
the shoulders of giants. One of those giants is
Innocent Chukwuma.
Hm, the sun has set. A great man has retired.
REST IN PEACE & POWER sir.

My first contact with you was through a phone
call in June 2015 which turned out to be an
interview of some sorts for an advertised role
in CLEEN Foundation. The outcome of that
interaction got me an invitation to Lagos for
the physical interviews. Although you were not
on the panel, as you had to attend to other
important business, you left me in the capable
hands of other panel members. These were
mainly Board members to engage me and

Ruth Olofin
Program Manager, CLEEN Foundation
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21, Akinsanya Street
Taiwo B/Stop, Ojodu,
Lagos Nigeria
P. O. Box 15456, Ikeja, Lagos
Tel: 234 - 1- 7612479
Fax: 234 - 1- 2303230
E-mail: cleen@cleen.org
Website: www.cleen.org

INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: PAINFULLY GONE TOO SOON
We are extremely saddened to announce the death of Mr. INNOCENT CHUKWUMA on 3rd April
2021. He was the Founder and Pioneer Executive Director of CLEEN Foundation. Until February
2021, few weeks ago, Innocent Chukwuma was the West Africa Representative of Ford
Foundation.
Innocent Chukwuma was a patriot who throughout his adult life struggled for a Nigerian nation
where peace, justice, development and security are attained and sustained. He was one of the
students within the NANS platform that opposed the arbitrary powers of the military rule in the
1980s. He continued the struggle as a staff of the Civil Liberties Organisation where he led
research and advocacy on police reform. In 1989, Innocent Chukwuma established the Centre for
Law Enforcement Education in Nigeria, registered with the Corporate Affairs Commission as
CLEEN Foundation, which is now a leading NGO in the Policing and Public Safety Sector. While
we are extremely saddened at his premature transition to eternity, we are consoled by the legacy
he left behind.
Our prayers, thoughts and condolences go to his wife, Josephine, daughters and the extended
family. The Trustees, Board of Directors and Staff of CLEEN Foundation will miss his
imagination, compassion and humour. His legacy lives on!
Programmes on the celebration of his struggle and life will be made public as they unfold.

Prof. Etannibi Alemika
On behalf of the Trustees and the Board of Directors, CLEEN Foundation
April 4, 2021

Board of Directors: Prof. Etannibi Alemika (Chairperson), Benson Olugbuo Ph.D (Secretary/Executive Director), Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, Mrs. Josephine Effah-Chukwuma, Prof. Abubakar
Muazu, Prof Ayodele Atsenuwa and Ms Priscilla Ankut.

TRIBUTE
TO A LEADER WHO PRODUCES
MORE LEADERS

I

NNOCENT CHUKWUMA,
CHAIRMAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES
COMPPART FOUNDATION FOR
JUSTICE AND PEACEBUILDING

coordinated today stands to serve as a success
story where I can point to the funders of the
project in Nigeria, and I want to assure you that
THE REWARD FOR HARD WORK IS MORE
WORK”

ADIEU! SIR

Backing up his word, I was selected to
participate in the Internship Programme of
CLEEN with Ford supports in the year 2008.
Our set consisted of myself from Nigeria,
Moses Sinnieh from Liberia and Alliue Vandi
Koroma from Sierra Leone. On the completion
of the Internship, Innocent invited me one
day to his office and instructed, “Saviour, lock
that door and bring the white Board here." He
taught me proposal writing, budgeting and
reporting for two hours.

My first contact with Mr. Innocent Chukwuma
was in 2002, at the Centre for Law
Enforcement Education Office, Afolabi Aina
Street by Alade Market, Allen Avenue, Lagos.
Making the contact possible was the then Head
of Programme of CLEEN, Mr. Chijioke Odom.
The meeting between myself and Innocent led
to my appointment to coordinate the Police
Community Partnership Forum in Abak Local
Government Area.
Even when Mr. Innocent Chukwuma did not
know me apart from during that period, the
trust he had in me to the extent of releasing
money meant for the two years’ duration of the
project spurred me to the extent that I found it
very difficult to allow the programme die.

As an outcome, I wrote the first proposal
for which he served as a referee and I got
a grant. The end of the grant cycle led to
Police Community Policing Partnership
Forum metamorphosing to what is today
COMPPART FOUNDATION FOR JUSTICE AND
PEACEBUILDING with Mr. Innocent Chukwuma
as Chairman Board of Trustees.

"He taught
me proposal
writing,
budgeting and
reporting for
two hours

Today COMPPART Foundation has become
a reference point for justice, security and
peacebuilding even beyond Akwa Ibom State
of Nigeria. Innocent happened to be one
Chairman that believes in teaching you how
to fish instead of giving you fish. Innocent's
footsteps and wisdom that I follow, has made
COMPPART an organisation that is not in a
rented apartment in Akwa Ibom State.
We will greatly miss this GREAT MAN. THE
LEADER WHO PRODUCES MORE LEADERS.
Adieu! The Great One
Signed
Saviour Akpan Esq.
Executive Director
COMPPART Foundation for Justice and
Peacebuilding
59, School Road, Oku Abak, Abak Local
Government Area
Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria.

Happy with the development, Mr. Innocent
Chukwuma invited me to Lagos and
announced to me after receiving the report
from the external evaluator of the project
Prof. Dung Pam Sha, of the Political Science
Department University of Jos, Plateau State.
“Saviour, I am happy that the Forum you
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15 April 2021
The Country Manager
The Ford Foundation Nigeria
Ten, 105 Close
Banana Island
Ikoyi, Lagos.
Dear Sir
Letter of Condolence
It is with great sadness that we learned of the demise of the former Country Manager and
Regional Director of The Ford Foundation, Innocent Chukwuma, on 3rd April 2021. We send our
condolences, on behalf of KPMG Advisory Services, to his family and The Ford Foundation
Nigeria.
Innocent Chukwuma lived an extraordinary life and will be remembered for his passion for civil
rights, social justice, equality and community development activities while in office.
We mourn with the bereaved family and Employees of the Ford Foundation and pray for the
strength and fortitude to bear this irreparable loss.
Yours sincerely

Kunle Elebute
Senior Partner, KPMG Nigeria
&Chairman, KPMG Africa

6 April 2021
Mrs. Josephine Effah-Chukwuma
Founder/Executive Director,
Project Alert on Violence Against Women
Dear Mrs. Josephine Effah-Chukwuma,
CONDOLENCE LETTER
On behalf of the Board, Management and Staff of ThistlePraxis Consulting, we condole with
you and your family on the demise of your husband, Mr. Innocent Chukwuma.
We received the news with sadness but take consolation in the inspiration he was, and the
positive impact he created in Nigeria, the Social Sector, and the Philanthropy sphere.
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma graced ThistlePraxis Consulting Sustainable Conversations™
Webinar on ‘Sustainability & COVID-19: Accountability, Transparency & Continuity in a
Disrupted World’ - held on the 22nd of April 2020 and shared practical insights. His ideas
remain a legacy for systemic growth and development in Nigeria:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kj_dcqXpvy0&list=UUvISfqjsED3r9Z3NuciZmJA&index=
2
We pray that God will grant eternal rest to him and grant you and your family the grace you
need at this time.
Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Olofin
CEO

2nd Floor, 19, Town Planning Way, Ilupeju, Lagos.
+234 (0) 907 461 5595
info@thistlepraxisconsulting.com
https://web.thistlepraxisconsulting.com

LEAP AFRICA STATEMENT
WE JOIN YOU IN MOURNING THE PASSING OF INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
Nigeria and indeed Africa has lost a great leader.
We are deeply saddened by the news of the former West Africa Representative of the Ford Foundation’s
passing.
Innocent Chukwuma was a dear colleague, leader, advocate, champion, mentor, and a very progressive
and astute cheerleader of the social development sector across Africa.
Innocent has been directly instrumental to our work and growth at LEAP Africa since our early years. As a
grantee, LEAP has received staunch support from the Ford Foundation since its inception and has thrived
under Innocent’s thoughtful and sterling leadership. Upon his successful transition, we have continued to
enjoy the foundation’s support and will miss him fondly.
Innocent had a quiet calm to him, was selfless, always present and giving of his time, resources and
knowledge. He always had his sight set on the greater good and big picture and was very inclusive. We
reflect on Innocent’s life with happiness for his legacy, tenacity, and the lessons he has taught us through
his life, purpose, vision and the world he created through his work at CLEEN Foundation, Ford Foundation
and the numerous societies, associations, institutes through which he shared his brilliance.
The world is a better place today because of Innocent’s contribution to tackling pressing problems in our
society. We need more Innocent Chukwumas’. We need more champions. We need more selfless leaders,
particularly in Nigeria.
Innocent Chukwuma will be sorely missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and the Ford
Foundation Team.

Signed by:

Femi Taiwo
Executive Director
FOR: LEAP Africa td/Gte

A TRIBUTE TO MR INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

09 April 2021

It is with heavy hearts and a profound sense of loss, that we received the unfortunate news
of the passing of Mr Innocent Chukwuma, a dear friend, mentor, promoter and ardent
supporter of Clean Technology Hub.
We are deeply saddened by the painful loss of Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, a leading and
prominent civil society leader in Africa. Innocent was a social entrepreneur and the founder
of CLEEN Foundation, the leading criminal justice reform organization. He was also the
immediate past Regional Director of Ford Foundation for West Africa where he retired from
in January 2021.
Innocent was a champion for entrepreneurship and actively supported the Clean Technology
Hub particularly our flagship “Enterprise Development Program” -- focused on finding new
innovative ideas and entrepreneurs tackling Nigeria's perennial energy access challenges. He
shared with us his deep knowledge around systemic enterprise development, linking
electricity to development and governance.
As the keynote speaker of the occasion, he addressed the 1st Cohorts and 2020 class of
incubates where he unbundled clear strategies on starting a business with resilience in a
global pandemic of the type of COVID 19.
He was also a champion of our women and entrepreneurship work, looking at supporting
women-owned and women-led micro and small businesses as well as smallholder farmer
communities with clean energy technologies to enhance the productivity of their enterprise.
Indeed Africa has suffered a great irrecoverable loss as Mr Chukwuma’s many years and vast
experience working in the development field as well as supporting gender inclusion,
entrepreneurship, innovation and criminal justice reforms remains unmatched.
Our deepest condolences and prayers are with his wife, Josephine, their three beautiful
children, family and friends. He will be sorely missed, but we are comforted by his
unquestionable impact, legacy and goodwill, which we are certain, will outlive his cherished
time with us.
Yours Sincerely,
FOR: Clean Technology Hub

Ifeoma Malo
CEO
10B Samora Machel Street, Asokoro, Abuja
info@cleantechnologyhub.org/cthnigeria@gmail.com
www.cleantechnologyhub.com
+234 809 602 4444/+234 813 918 6502



INNOCENT WAS NOT
INNOCENT

I

nnocent had been on my mind the
entire week before he died. I wanted
to ask about his preparations for his
sabbatical at Oxford. I wanted to find
out if he had been able to convene a
meeting of the fundraising committee
of the Solidarity Fund established to support
family members of late comrades – Innocent
was chair of the fundraising committee. Of
course, I wanted to tease him about whether
his phone had stopped ringing since he left the
Ford Foundation!

THE PASSAGE OF
CHUKWUMA, ODUMAKIN

were respected for their ideas.
Shared values and beliefs formed the glue
that held Innocent and I together. When he
formed the CLEEN Foundation, my relationship
with him grew stronger. Innocent decided
to position CLEEN to focus primarily on the
supply-side of police work because NOPRIN
focused on the demand side. I applaud him for
that. Change results from multiple strategies.
Under the leadership of Innocent, the
MacArthur Foundation found in CLEEN a
professionally run organisation with deep roots
and a firm commitment to reform the police.
The Nigerian Police Force is still in bad shape,
but it would have been even worse if not for
the doggedness of Innocent who assembled
a group of passionate and dedicated young
men and women. It is in recognition of this
feat that CLEEN received the MacArthur Award
for Creative and Effective Institutions in 2006.
The general support award enabled CLEEN to
establish a permanent office.

I heard of Innocent’s death around 10pm on
that fateful evening. Not wanting to believe
it, I called a few friends to gauge their voices.
No one I talked to seemed distraught, so I
consoled myself that it wasn’t true! Alas, the
painful news was confirmed by several missed
calls very early the next day.

“Shared values
and beliefs
formed the
glue that held
Innocent and I
together.
We all have interesting and differing
relationships with Innocent. I never met him in
his Student Union days. But in the late 1980s
he was posted to Borno State as a Youth Corps
member while I was teaching at the University
of Maiduguri. In those days, anyone who was
in the student movement of any institution of
learning had a home-away-from-home. What
mattered was your ideological orientation
and whether you held certain values. We
related to those who believed in things bigger
than themselves, not what religion, ethnic
group, or village you came from. The email
and WhatsApp platforms Innocent and I later
belonged to (difficult to talk of him in past
tense) were a microcosm of Nigeria. Members
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Innocent became a professional colleague in
the world of philanthropy when he joined the
Ford Foundation in January 2013. I had always
admired his energy, creativity, and passion. But,
I used my age and duration of service in the
field to claim seniority. Whenever I couldn’t
put forward a superior argument, I reminded
him I was the Dean! Innocent was restless
with ideas. He dragged me to the world of
impact investment and venture capital; he
invited me to support the Nigeria Centre for
Disease Control and Chief Atedo Peterside
of ANAP Foundation in his role as Co-Chair
of the Steering Committee, New National
Development Plan.
Most of all, we saw ourselves as partners in
the struggle to realize a better future for the
country we love. He was my comrade in that
struggle. Innocent was not innocent. I will miss
his wisdom and his sincerity. His ability to look
beyond the disappointments of the moment
and remain optimistic about the future based
on the talent he continued to identify.
Goodnight my friend. Rest well.

Kole Shettima

G

ood people die every day,
but not all of them affirm for
us the goodness in humanity
like Innocent Chukwuma.
Brilliant, humble and humorous,
Innocent impacted our world
by making a difference in the
lives of those he met.

their Futile Search for a Better Life in Europe’
and ‘NAKED ABUSE: Sex for Grades in African
Universities’, which he actually inspired. As
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo wrote in his
tribute, Innocent’s “thoughtful, knowledgedriven, drama-free, but relentless pursuit
of justice and the common good will be an
enduring legacy.”
Sadly, a few hours before Innocent’s death,
we also lost Mr Yinka Odumakin, spokesman
for Afenifere, the Yoruba socio-political
organisation. Right from his campus days at Ife
where he was the PRO of the Students Union,
Odumakin had distinguished himself as a social
crusader. And he fought for his convictions to
the very end. There can be no better tribute to
him than the one paid by Tinubu, a man with
whom he publicly disagreed. According to the
APC National Leader, Odumakin, “epitomized
the true definition of the citizen; a patriot
who was ever conscious of the fact that his
life could not be complete or his humanity
meaningful if he did not take an active interest
in and join like-minded fellow citizens in
seeking always to promote the common good
of his community and country.” May God
comfort my sister, Joe Okei-odumakin and
their children.

Long before he became the West African
Director of Ford Foundation, a position he
vacated only about two months ago, Innocent
had already, by dint of passion, commitment,
and hard work, become an important leader
within the civil society space in Nigeria. The
CLEEN Foundation, which he established in
1998, is renowned for the promotion of public
safety, security, and access to justice through
empirical research and legislative advocacy.
While Innocent may no longer be with us
physically, he taught us enduring lessons about
making an impact no matter the length of our
lives. He may have died at 55, but his life was
purposeful and he will always be remembered
for his graciousness and generosity of spirit to
friends. And he never wavered in his effort to
realize a Nigeria that works for all citizens, with
security as his primary focus. His concern for
the welfare of those who put their lives on the
line for others, led CLEEN to the forefront of
the effort to reform policing and ensure that its
personnel received living wages. It is, therefore,
very painful that we lost him at a period he was
looking forward to another phase in life after
ten years at Ford Foundation.

Meanwhile, on Sunday morning when I heard
about the passage of Innocent, I shed tears.
But then, a Yoruba adage says, “Òkú nsukun
òkú, akáṣolérí nsukun ara wọn” (mourners are
only weeping for themselves) or perhaps more
apt in the circumstance: “Iku tin pa ojugba eni,
owe nla lon pa fun gbogbo wa” (the death
of a peer is a proverb for all friends to begin
imbibing that timeless motto of the Boys
Scout: Be prepared!)

Although our paths crossed several times
during the pro-democracy struggles in the
nineties, it was not until 2010/2011 that
Innocent and I became friends. We were both
in the United States. He a visiting lecturer at
Harvard’s Kennedy School where he taught a
course on the management of non-profits and
I was a fellow at the Weatherhead Centre. It
was therefore no surprise that we collaborated
on my last two books, ‘From Frying Pan to
Fire: How African Migrants Risk Everything in

My thoughts and prayers are with Josephine—
and their three lovely daughters Innocent
always talked about—at this most difficult
period. May God offer them the comfort only
He can give.

Olusegun Adeniyi
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THE GOOD DIE YOUNG, BUT INNOCENT
WILL LIVE FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS.

F

oundation for Environmental
Rights Advocacy and
Development, FENRAD, a
pro-democracy and human
rights advocacy group,
received with shock the
demise of Mr. Innocent
Chukwuma, an activist,
arguably Nigerian civil
society first son, who passed away on April 3,
2021 after losing life’s battle to Acute Myeloid
(bone marrow) Leukaemia (cancer).

few others, he dared the repressive military
regime of the day and all its obnoxious
policies. Still devoting his time and energy
to the civic struggle and cause, he served as
board member of various organisations like:
International Centre for Prevention of Crime,
ICPC; African Policing Civilian Oversight
Forum, APCOF and Open Society Global
Criminal Justice Fund.
He was the founder of CLEEN (Centre for Law
Enforcement Education, as formerly known)
and until recently was also the regional director
of Ford Foundation for West Africa (sub)
region.

Innocent Chukwuma, it should be known,
captures in every sense the saying by Ross
Perot that: “The activist is not the man who
said the river is dirty. The activist is the
man who cleans up the river.” The cleansing
and then expansion the Nigerian civic
space had from the military regime through
democracy return of 1999 cannot be aptly
captured, written or read without any mention
whatsoever of Innocent Chukwuma. Such will
serve as incomplete ration.

His death, tragic, dealt a blow on the Nigerian
civil society community. He was always a
readily available shoulder for many others to
lean on and a stake that enhanced the growth
of many other groups within and beyond
Nigeria’s civic space. As his bosom friend,
Chido Onuma aptly put it, “We have lost our
Innocent.”

“The activist
is not the man
who said the
river is dirty. The
activist is the
man who cleans
up the river.”

FENRAD laments that year 2021 alone has
been an Annus Horribilis - a horrible year – for
the Nigerian civil society community. Only
this year have the dogged, indefatigable
Barr. Esther Uzoma, the national coordinator
Proactive Gender Initiative, PGI and coconvener of the Nigerian Civil Society Situation
Room, together with Yinka Odumakin, a
foremost activist and national publicity
secretary of Afenifere, all passed away
representing a harvest of tragedy!
FENRAD does not know why it has to be our
Innocent at a time like this; when he is needed
most, but the saying that the good often die
young may have found yet another context
or even usability in our own Mr. Innocent
Chukwuma. But whatever may be, Innocent
will forever live and occupy a place in our
hearts as he did our civic space.

From the 1980s during his Nsukka campus
days as a student unionist, Mr. Chukwuma
would, upon graduation, move to Civil Liberties
Organisation, CLO where with kindred spirits
like Chido Onuma, Chidi Odinkalu and a

Signed
Comrade Nelson Nnanna Nwafor
FENRAD Executive Director
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA:
A LEADING
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGIST TAKES A
BOW

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

H

W

e calls them home, in his own
time even the beautiful ones and
the innocent ones...

ith tears in my eyes I mourn
the passing of a leading
development strategist,
police reforms specialist
and pro-democracy activist,
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma.

For our Brother.

Stages & last scenes;
last suppers, the cross and resurrection,
the wages of sin
like a nail to a gold-crusted coffin
present like curtains
of clouds & billowy breeze

Mr. Chukwuma was the immediate past West
Africa Director of Ford Foundation. He was the
founder of CLEEN Foundation, Nigeria's leading
Police Reform Advocacy Group. He was a key
staff of Civil Liberties Organization (CLO), Lagos
where he distinguished himself as a researcher,
organizer and advocate.

death, how you tease
and play coy
with hints & whispers
of eternal joy,
in your loud echoes of pains

"He made immeasurable
contributions to the
advancement of the frontiers
of democracy and fundamental
freedoms in Nigeria and the
West African sub-region.

one by one, death take 'em all
the guilty and the Innocent
in a final curtain call
here & there
your memory is everywhere
we, mere mortals, mourn
not understanding why
we surrender all as we contemplate and cry
only the Lord knows..
so so Chukwuma.

Articulate, eloquent and innovative, the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka graduate was one
of the top members of Campaign for Democracy
(CD), the pro-democracy group that led the
sustained campaign for the revalidation of the
June 12 Presidential Mandate.

Nwanne anyi, jee nke oma.

The progressive intellectual and development
strategist will be sorely missed. He made
immeasurable contributions to the advancement
of the frontiers of democracy and fundamental
freedoms in Nigeria and the West African subregion.

JK

My sincere condolences to his dear wife,
Josephine Effah-Chukwuma, a leading women's
rights advocate. May the good Lord have mercy
on Innocent's soul and grant him eternal rest.

Fabian Okoye
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The couple on the dance
floor

Leading colleagues at the Ford Foundation
Lagos Office in a dance

The dancing couple

At thewedding of his niece Ifeoma

Innocent & Family
With Aliko Dangote, Darren Walker, Hilary
Pennington, Adhiambo Odaga and Aliko’s
daughter

With daughters Amarachi
(left) and Chidinma
(right)

Innocent

With his senior sister Benise

With Ike Udeh the artiste

At Paddy’s birthday
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Innocent & Josephine

With Bishop Kukah and other friends

Innocent and his second
daughter Amarachi
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THE TASK INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
LEFT FOR US TO COMPLETE

I

n the words of the preacher as written in
Ecclesiastes 3:1- 8 of the Holy Bible: “For
everything there is a season. A time for every
activity under heaven. A time to be born and
a time to die”. As we come to terms with
the reality of the demise of one of Africa’s most
progressive minds – Innocent Chukwuma, we are
yet reminded of the frailty of the human life in that
message which is that we are just like “a candle in
the wind” that glows and ebbs. According to William
Shakespeare in Othello, “there are many events in
the womb of time”. These events truly defined the
personality and convictions of Innocent Chukwuma in
the six decades of his sojourn on earth.
My engagement with the CLEEN Foundation, which
Innocent conceived, dates back to 2010 before I got
to know Innocent in person. I was commissioned by
CLEEN Foundation to be part of a team to undertake
a Security Threat Assessment (STA) of the country
in the run-up to the 2011 elections. I was thereafter
retained by the Foundation to work as a consultant
for the STA up to 2015. Beyond the STA, I served
the Foundation as a consultant on several projects
relating to elections, policing and broader security
issues. I remain eternally grateful to Innocent’s
Foundation for those opportunities to grow. Special
thanks to the Foundation’s staff with whom I worked
at various times in the organisation.
After my appointment into public office in May 2011,
an unusual call came through. “Hello Chris, my name is
Innocent Chukwuma, I work with CLEEN Foundation.
Our mutual friend Chidi Odinkalu gave me your
number. Congratulations on your appointment as
Director General, Research and Planning with the
Plateau State Government. This is an opportunity
for you as a young activist to make a difference in
governance. Be rest assured of our support. Please
do not walk the path of other activists who saw public
office as an end in itself.” These words came from
Innocent at a time that I was battling within my soul
the huge transition; from a young scholar-activist who
should be speaking truth to power, to one who was
now positioned in the centre of power to speak for
it. The phone call ended with my firm commitment to
Innocent that I would do my very best to balance my
role of speaking for power and speaking to power.

and Nigerians were at war amongst themselves, not
minding the fact that if Innocent lost the appointment,
it might be offered to a non-Nigerian. In the end, the
job was his, and Innocent made notable and excellent
achievements in that role.

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

Innocent belonged to a special breed of nationalists,
the few good men, who believed in the Nigerian
project. He bore a true desire to see that the nation
worked for all its citizens. He dedicated his life
towards the actualization of this goal from his days
as a student leader, to his final departure as a civil
society leader, always in the business of mentoring
people and building institutions. As a member of
the N-Katalyst, a platform established for like minds
within Nigerian civil society to exchange ideas.
Innocent was one of the moderating voices, ever
quick to remind us of our roles in the quest for a
better Nigeria. In him I saw a big brother, a friend and
a leader. Innocent possessed an admirable persona.
He was firm, articulate and clear in his convictions. At
a time when the civil society was split up along the
lines of politics, religion, ethnicity and regionalism, he
was one of the few who rose above these divisions.
Even though he belonged to a number of groups that
sought to articulate an agenda for the Igbo nation,
the agenda was clear. Innocent believed that what
we refer to as the “Igbo nationalism”, is one that
should be located within the broader discourse of
Nigerian nationalism. Here, the national agenda is one
that must be framed from the vantage of equity and
justice for all ethnicities. In essence, Nigeria belongs
to all and Nigeria must benefit all, that all may have a
sense of belonging to Nigeria.

I

At the end of his tenure with the Ford Foundation in
February 2021, I rang Innocent to congratulate him
for a successful outing and to talk about his future
plans. But Innocent turned the conversation to the
state of the nation and proposed interventions to
build up nationalism. We compared notes regarding
our engagements at different levels and identified the
desperate need for synergy among civil society, to
leverage on some of the relationships fostered with
like minds in the corridors of power. His position was
that we have a huge network of friends within the
civic space that must not be abandoned. This is the
task Innocent left for us to complete.

The next call I got from Innocent was in relation to
an opening for appointment as West Africa Director
of Ford Foundation. It was to the effect that some
persons had petitioned the headquarters of the
Ford Foundation that he was not fit to hold that
appointment for reason of some comments he had
made previously with respect to the infamous Jos
Crisis in Plateau State. The questions that dominated
my thoughts at that time had much to do with how
such an issue would affect the wider civil society
family to which I had strong affiliations. During that
period, I took it upon myself to track all comments
credited to Innocent in the print and electronic media,
irrespective of his position with any of the conflicting
parties. The petition generated huge public attention

Though Innocent is gone, his struggles live
on. Innocent left us at a time when a climate of
uncertainty is sweeping across the nation, driven
more by the forces of centrifugal praxis, triggered
and sustained by what many citizens view as state
inertia. We will surely miss a true Nigerian, one who
dedicated his life to the pursuit of a country where the
rule of law, justice, equity and fairness should prevail.
My deepest condolences to his family and friends over
his demise. Good night, Innocent, until we meet on the
other side!

INNOCENT GAVE
HIS BEST

I

t still seems like a nightmare to be
banished once I wake up!! I spoke
with Innocent a few days ago. He
had just consoled me again on the
death of my mother and sent me
generous support towards her burial.
He was his usual upbeat and forwardlooking self. No intimation of a mere
indisposition, never mind death, in his
voice and tone. We discussed his book project,
an autobiography that would be a retrospective
on the human rights and development sector in
Nigeria and that would launch the next phase
of his career while also outlining the new role
he intended to play in the gargantuan project
of salvaging Nigeria. We would continue the
conversation when next I was in Lagos, we
agreed. On Friday, I sent him my gratitude in
writing. He did not reply. Was he already in the
throes of death?

wish to, on behalf of the Rule of
Law and Anti Corruption (RoLAC)
Programme, extend our deepest
condolences to the family of the late
Innocent Chukwuma. Innocent was
a long-time friend and collaborator
of the justice reform programmes
implemented by the British Council in
Nigeria. CLEEN Foundation, which he led, was
a member of the consortium led by the British
Council, that implemented the Justice for All
(J4A) Programme funded by the UK DFID from
2010 to 2017. He played an instrumental role
in the success of the Programme, particularly
in its Safety and Security component. His
contributions to discussions on strategic issues
were incisive and thought provoking.
Innocent gave his best. He never left anyone
in doubt about his expertise, knowledge and
understanding of the security sector. But he
did that with humility, and many times with a
dose of humour, which served to encourage
the pessimists that we can still be positive
and “enjoy” the long and difficult journey to
reforming the Nigerian security sector

Ah, Innocent. And ah, Yinka Odumakin, for
whom I was still struggling to find the sounds,
not words, of inconsolable grief before even that
grief was intensified!! One TRAGIC day in the life
of a heart-break country! Two human sacrifices
in one day, continuing the seemingly unending
harvest in the progressive vineyard (Chima
Ubani, Emman Ezeazu, Bamidele Aturu, Oronto
Douglas, Festus Iyayi, Beko Ransome-Kuti,
Nsirimovu, Durueke, just to mention a few of the
more untimely departures)!!

He worked excellently well with people of
diverse backgrounds. Though he could be
critical, he was respected by all who came in
contact with him.
We sympathise with his family, friends,
comrades and all those Innocent worked
closely with, especially in the justice and
security sector. Innocent will be greatly
missed. But history will surely be kind to him,
and we will always remember him for the many
legacies he left behind.

The great Irish poet, W. B. Yeats said it: “Too
long a sacrifice / Can make a stone of the heart.”
Death, how long the sacrifice before you spare
our hearts?!?

Ogaga Ifowodo

Danladi Plang | National Programme Manager
| Rule of Law and Anti Corruption (RoLAC)
Programme, implemented by the British
Council

Chris Kwaja is of the Centre for Peace and Security
Studies, Modibbo Adama University of Technology,
Yola, Adamawa State, Nigeria.
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MY BELOVED BROTHER
INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

T

his death cuts very deep. Too deep.
One of the kindest souls and
greatest defenders anyone can
have is gone too soon.
Ezigbo Nwannem Inno, this cut is
very deep.

Inno was one of those in civil society who knew
that as a professional in the private sector, one
was a key member and later became the leader
of the pressure group, Concerned Professionals
in the turbulent 1993- 94 Nigeria. Fast forward
to when I was in government between late
2000 and 2007 and then 2014 till date, Inno
would often rise in my defence against those
whose only reference to my activism is our
advocacy for Chibok girls.

I tried avoiding a tribute because it is still
extremely distressing to accept the finality of
Inno’s passing.
How can one possibly get used to the fact that
his laughter-filled soothing voice will neither
call nor answer again?

Inno would spend time encouraging me to
stay the course no matter how tough things
get because according to him, “it gives many
other people strength to see you stand strong,
Sister”.

I loved Inno and love Joe so very much and
cherished the big-sister status they accorded
me. The absolute selflessness of Inno and his
swiftness to helping everyone who reached
out with a problem was what drew us close as
kindred-spirits.

• I wish he knew how much strength his words
gave me every time we spoke.
• I wish he heard this from me as often as
could have been!
• I wish our calls always ended with me telling
Inno how beautiful a soul he had and the
depth of my gratitude that he was always
there for me.

“His passion for us
to work collectively
as citizens and
herald democracy
back to Nigeria
was congenitally
infectious in those
younger days of our
lives.

It breaks my heart that we never knew how
quickly Inno’s time with us would be over. I
cried inconsolably upon receiving the news
because of the reality that Inno will not see the
New Nigeria he gave all his life to. For days,
thoughts of giving up hope for Nigeria swelled
my heart as the grief took a foothold. Then the
notes of personal testimony of Inno began to
pour in from all over the world.
Each of the tributes carried the message
of inexhaustible hope that epitomized the
personality of my beloved brother, Inno. From
it, strength was renewed and as he did while
alive, even in death, Inno gives us strength to
continue to stand.
I trust our Lord that dearest Joe and our
daughters shall be comforted directly by Him
and live to good ripe old ages buoyed on by
the indelible legacy of Ezigbo Nwannem, Inno.

Inno was a real brother and friend since we
first met and interacted in 1993 when he was at
CLO and I in turn had become a Co-Founder of
TI- Transparency International. His passion for
us to work collectively as citizens and herald
democracy back to Nigeria was congenitally
infectious in those younger days of our lives.
He brimmed with confident swag speaking
of the unrelenting activism of him and his
colleagues at CLO of that era.

OBY EZEKWESILI
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To Innocent Chukwuma, A hero with a heart who led a life of Impact.
You were a friend, client and brother.
To write this for you is heartbreaking especially when you passed on seven
days after we held a send forth for your retirement as Director of Ford Foundation.
You were kind and humble, never assuming, always simple and helpful even
to us small grantees. You were very sharp and prescient. Proudly Made in Aba
would not have been possible without you, yet you always gave all the credit
to TBWA\Concept.
In fact, you constantly promoted us based on the work we did for you, so much
so that you asked me to speak on the subject at TEDxOGUIROAD in 2018.
Your humour was extraordinary and had range: witty-when needed but earthy
when required.
Your depth of knowledge was so large and deep that only the unwise will not
at least listen to hear your point of view. Why else were Channels and Plus TV
Africa always inviting you to comment on developmental issues in the country.
Mbaise, Imo state and Nigeria have lost a great and worthy son.
We will never forget you. A star lived, shone brightly across our lives for
55years. The work you have done will forever be remembered.
Our duty is to learn from the virtues in your life and your dreams for Nigeria,
Imo State and seek to emulate your path.
Our condolences to Josephine and your children: Chidinma, Amarachi and
Nkechi. May God grant them and all of us, the courage to bear this loss but
also carry on the good work you have done.

Bye My brother, DJ Chuks; Bye Ogwum aagalaba nne muru n “uko nwa.
Kelechi S Nwosu.
TBWA\Concept, Lagos

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA
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y Name is Dr Olisa
Agbakoba, founding
President of Nigeria’s first
and premier human rights
organization and at the
time the third busiest NGO
in the world, behind Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch.
So we started off in 1987 with a small team,
not clear of the future direction until a bundle
of talents arrived, brought along by the late
Emma Ezeazu, successor Secretary to cofounder of CLO, Clement Nwankwo. The
team that came are too many to mention here
but late Anyaekwee Nsirimovu and Chima
Ubani were first in, then Lanre Osaze Ehonwa,
Emma Omano Edigheji, Ogaga Ifowodo and
many more like Felix Morka, Chidi Odinkalu,
Joe Otteh and Wale Fapohunda. Much
later along came new intakes. That’s when
Innocent came in as an NYSC intern. He was
assigned to police research singlehandedly
writing our important Annual Police Reports.
I recall he wrote one of the early reports in
7 straight days without a break. Absolutely
committed to his work, he was to demonstrate
uncommon zeal during the June 12 protests.
CLO in collaboration with CDHR which had late
Beko Ransome Kuti as Chair, created on the
inspiration of Emma Ezeazu and Chima Ubani,
the massive protest vehicle known as the
Campaign for Democracy (CD) where I served
as deputy Chair. Now we had a big protest
when the June 12 election was annulled. So
we formed the protest secretariat at the boys’
quarters of Professor Sagay’s house at Alaba
Estate, Surulere, manned by Ogaga and Chima.
Deployment of our people then followed, with
Innocent named as Commander of Apapa
Axis. We absolutely took control of Lagos.
The legend (which I have never confirmed)
was that when Innocent was engaged with the
police in a massive street protest in Apapa,
he got arrested, handcuffed and thrown in
the back of a police van. Now it is said that
Innocent disassembled the handcuffs, regained
his freedom and escaped. I don’t know if this is
true, but escape he did with a mark on his left
hand to show for it!!!
The protest movement played a significant
role in the liberation of Nigeria and led to
democracy in Nigeria in 1999. Innocent

was right in the thick of all this and this is
something that will remain on our record in
perpetuity. Of course as a result of Innocent’s
skills as a specialist in Police reforms it was no
surprise that NOPRIN and CLEEN, came along.
Without question Innocent was very easily
Nigeria’s most authoritative voice on policing.
It was no surprise that he became appointed
the first Nigerian head of the Regional Office of
Ford Foundation. He was involved in so many
projects around Nigeria – including his pet
project to empower the youths at Owerri.
We often discussed the need to write our story:
Ayo Obe and Abdul Oroh took part in these
discussions. I hope soon enough one of us will
tell our story as there is so much to say.
I was close to one of Innocent’s daughters,
Chidinma. I know how devastated she is. I
know her sisters are devastated. I know that
Josephine, Innocent’s absolutely loyal wife, and
a human rights champion in her own right is
devastated.

“Without question
Innocent was very
easily Nigeria’s most
authoritative voice
on policing.
A couple of lessons we must take from this.
Life is fleeting. Very. Imagine! Innocent went
about his daily life apparently full of health
but without any inclination of what was going
on inside him. I almost suffered the same. So
regular checks are advisable. Second is we
in the human rights community will need to
think about a process to tell our story. What
we did needs to be recalled and shared for all
to realize the herculean role that we played in
the 1980s. This will be a fitting memorial to
Innocent.
May the memory of Innocent’s life be a blessing
and perpetual light shine upon him Amen

Dr Olisa Agbakoba
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MBAISE PEOPLE’S CONGRESS(MPC)
MOURNS AS OUR MEMBER, MR. INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA PASSES ON

M

baise People’s Congress
(MPC) has been thrown into
deep mourning following the
death on Saturday, 3rd April,
2021 of our distinguished
founding member and
past Deputy National President, Mr. Innocent
Chukwuma.

He was very intelligent and a highly cerebral
person who possessed a beautiful sense of
humour.
We are missing him! We shall continue to miss
him! His burial arrangements shall be announced
by his immediate family.

“Innocent had a
very robust and
active university
life rising through
Students Union
politics which
culminated in his
engagement into
the Civil Liberties
Organisation
(CLO)

We are indeed mourning, Mbaise is indeed
mourning, the nation is mourning as well as all
who came into contact with him.
According to his wife, Mrs. Josephine Chukwuma,
Innocent was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid
Leukaemia on Friday, 2nd April, 2021 and was
to begin chemotherapy next day on which he
eventually died.
With his loss, Mbaise People’s Congress, the
Mbaise nation, Nigeria and the entire Civil society,
the world over have lost a champion of positive
optimism in the defence of human rights and
emancipation.
Innocent had a very robust and active university
life rising through Students Union politics which
culminated in his engagement into the Civil
Liberties Organisation (CLO), Nigeria’s foremost
human rights champion and trailblazer where he
rose to become Acting Executive Director.
Thereafter, he established CLEEN FOUNDATION,
another foremost and formidable civil society
organisation focusing on police reforms in Nigeria
and beyond.
He was appointed Regional Director of Ford
Foundation for West Africa 8 years ago, a position
he retired from in February 2021 having served
meritoriously.

We pray God Almighty to grant eternal repose to
his wonderful soul.
We deeply condole with his wife Josephine and
his beautiful Amazons. MPC will stand with them
at all times.

He was also on the board of other local and
international organisations too numerous to
mention.

Adieu Congressman Innocent.

He was a pillar of Mbaise People’s Congress
and was paper presenter and lead discussant
in several MPC activities including our Annual
Mbaise Colloquium and Mbaise Professionals Get
Together.

Signed:
Mr. Carl Azudibia
National President.

Innocent will sorely be missed for his uncommon
approach in resolving issues as testified by all
who came across him in the course of his duties.
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA (1966-2021):
GONE BUT STILL WITH US

I

was always struck by the fact that
our mutual friends and associates
assumed that Innocent Chukwuma
and I had known each other for a
very long time. In reality, our paths
only crossed for the first time
around 2014.
I was a late addition to an email
chat group that Innocent and a few
other friends belonged to and so I
first got to meet Innocent through
the views he expressed on important national
issues before I met the man in real life. Ours was
therefore essentially a virtual interaction, which
metamorphosed into a real life engagement.

When the COVID-19 threat became very real from
March 2020 onwards, Innocent was one of the
first people I contacted to become a member
of the 18-member Anap Foundation COVID-19
Think Tank. This was a voluntary assignment and
his assigned responsibilities included linking us
up with aid agencies and other NGOs, as well as
reaching out to the Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC), whom we were determined to
support. Innocent achieved all of this in record
time and also got Ford Foundation to help
contract an Epidemiologist that would support
our work, as an adviser, in the early months.
My regular joke with Mr Chukwuma was that he
was not “innocent” because he was constantly
trying to lure me out to play greater roles on
matters that concerned the common good. I
invited him for what would have been a last
supper last week. Innocent could not make it
because he was unwell.

What brought Innocent and I together therefore
was the power of his written ideas and his
penchant for analysing complex national
problems honestly and sincerely. It was also
about the depth and quality of his insights. I
loved reading Innocent’s emails because they
overflowed with remarkable insights and were
dotted with subtle hints regarding the best way
forward. His style was never explicit nor forceful.
He wrote like someone who was more interested
in teaching you how to fish than in serving you
fish to eat.

There were too many other rich engagements
to list here e.g. Impact Investing, the educational
element of ART X Lagos, which focused on
sponsoring and exposing under-privileged school
children under the Ford Foundation umbrella, to
attend the West African art fair. Innocent spoke
in terms of possibly unearthing a future Ben
Enwonwu or Van Gogh by catching them young.

Eventually, Innocent and I established contact
offline because the feelings that his writings
evoked in me were similar to what my modest
written contributions evoked in him; perhaps
a case of birds of the same feather flocking
together. For the record, Innocent was by far the
larger bird, but it is fair to say that our relationship
blossomed on the strength of mutual respect.
Innocent made it clear that he respected me,
not on account of my corporate and business
experience, but more on account of my interest
and desire to speak up for the common man and
the common good. These were the exact same
things that I respected Innocent for, especially
since many of his insights were deeper than mine.

A friend is gone but his impact has not gone with
him. It is ironic that his last argument with me
was about Impact Investing. I eventually declined
a formal role, but opted to be a friend of the
project. Little did I know that Innocent’s greatest
impact on many of us would be the ideas he left
us with and prepared us to run with but without
his continuing physical presence.
My regular joke with Mr. Chukwuma was that he
was not “innocent” because he was constantly
trying to lure me out to play greater roles on
matters that concerned the common good. I
invited him for what would have been a last
supper last week. Innocent could not make it
because he was unwell. It never occurred to me
that it would be our last discussion. Even that last
discussion was about urging me on. It was never
about himself and that is the greatest memory of
all.

If I only met Innocent in 2014, then I shudder
when I recount the long list of very remarkable
people, who mean well for Nigeria, and whom
Innocent went out of his way to introduce me
to. These were not business tycoons. They were
largely men and women who were serving
Nigeria in a variety of ways and who loved their
fatherland and were ready to sacrifice their time,
energy and limited resources to fight for the
greater good. In a nutshell, Innocent helped to
embed me within an ecosystem that was sincere
and highly motivated and from which I drew
lots of oxygen and also gave back some oxygen
periodically.

Rest in Peace my friend.
My condolences to Josephine, the children and
the rest of the family.

Atedo Peterside (CON) is the Founder and
President of Anap Foundation. Twitter:- @Atedo
Peterside
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herished friends and colleagues,
rather than add to this wonderful and
rich trove of memory, history and
affection, I want just to offer a poem
that Polish poet Adam Zagajewski
wrote (trans Clare Cavanaugh) that
feels apposite. Sadly, Zagajewski himself passed
away barely ten days before the shocking loss
that we ourselves are grieving. Perhaps if we can
continue to hold Innocent’s gifts and legacy in the
light, we will manage to keep the ‘silence’ at bay.
Deepest condolences to Josephine, the daughters
and all here.
In solidarity

n Sunday 4th April, 2021, I learnt of
the transition to glory of Comrade
Innocent Chukwuma from Facebook
and I was in shock and disbelief. In fact,
I was devasted and broke down. It has
been extremely difficult for me to write
a tribute for him for I still hope to wake up from this
dream and find it to be untrue.
I have known Innocent since the 1980s and 1990s
during the struggle against military rule. As a
Comrade and Socialist, we worked together in
many core and front organisations. While I was
staying in Maiduguri from 1988 to 2000, he was a
constant visitor to Maiduguri. He came to organise
programmes and would bring materials and leaflets
for mobilisation against military rule.

That day

Over the years, Innocent has distinguished himself
as a consistent and knowledgeable fighter for
justice, transparency and progress in Nigeria. For
me, four attributes of Innocent stand out. First,
he is a family man committed to his wife and
children. His commitment and relationship with
Josephine and the girls are obvious for everyone to
see. Secondly, he is a doer and achiever. He set up
CLEEN Foundation from scratch and grew it into
an institution. Talk is cheap but he is a doer. Thirdly,
he is entrepreneurial. He is always bubbling with
ideas and innovation. I recall a one-hour discussion I
had with him at the airport on the initiatives he was
putting in place in Owerri. Finally, he is strategic and
moves at the appropriate time. He moved from the
Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO) to set up CLEEN
Foundation. CLEEN Foundation is one of the few
Non-Governmental Organisations in Nigeria that
has existed for more than 20 years and still waxing
stronger. He moved from CLEEN Foundation to Ford
Foundation. Just a few weeks before his transition,
he had moved to write his memoir and do other
things.

That day, when word comes
that someone close has died, a friend, or
someone
we didn’t know, but admired from a distance
–the first moment, the first hours: he or she is
gone,
it seems certain, inescapable, maybe even
irrefutable, we trust (reluctantly) whoever tells us,
heartbroken, over the phone, or maybe some
announcer
from a careless radio, but we can’t believe it,
nothing on earth could convince us,
since he still hasn’t died (for us), not at all,
he (she) no longer is, but hasn’t yet vanished
for good, just the opposite, he is, so it seems, at
the strongest
point of his existence, he grows,
though he is no more, he still speaks,
though he’s gone mute, he still prevails,
though he’s lost, lost the battle–with what?
time? the body?–but no, it’s not true, he has
triumphed,
he’s achieved completion, absolute completion,
he’s so complete, so great, so splendid, he no
longer fits
inside life, he shatters life’s frail vessel,
he towers over the living, as if made
from a different substance, the strongest bronze,
but at the same time we begin to suspect,
we’re afraid, we guess, we know,
that silence approaches
and helpless grief

We will surely miss Innocent. But we are consoled
that he lived a good life and has left good legacy.
Our prayer is that the Almighty God will comfort
Josephine and the girls from above.
Adieu Comrade!
You have played your part well.
Good night.
Till we meet at resurrection.

Adam Zagajewski

Dr. Otive Igbuzor, Founding Executive Director,
African Centre for Leadership, Strategy &
Development (Centre LSD) and Chief of Staff to the
Deputy President of the Senate .

Akwe Amosu
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ords failed me to express
my shock at Innocent ‘s
untimely passage. Only
a day earlier, I wrote
a heart-rending elegy,
mourning my friend and
our fallen irrepressible
hero, Comrade Yinka Odumakin.

later, into deeper Police reform matters, leading
to his CLEEN Foundation to promote public
safety, security and access to justice. And he
excelled in this new passion. Chukwuma was lucid
and prolific. He possessed breadth and depth
in analysis. Innocent was simply luminous and
incandescent in his relationship with his seniors
and colleagues at the CLO.

Shortly thereafter, Innocent joined him. Who
next? No one knows. Innocent was not so
innocent when it came to fighting injustice and
societal ills.

He wore humility like a second skin. The founder

"His ever-smiling face,
calm mien and admirable
carriage were ready
tools he deployed to
demolish institutional
decadence and
governance decay.

He was thoroughly ruthless. His ever-smiling
face, calm mien and admirable carriage
were ready tools he deployed to demolish
institutional decadence and governance decay.
We had spoken only in February, during which
occasion he told me about his home-return after
completing his Ford Foundation assignment.
He had been the West African Representative
of Ford Foundation where he took on headlong,
pro-masses causes across Africa. Innocent did
not however forget his own roots, the causes of
his beleaguered countryfolks, including local Aba
folks.

of CLEEN was indeed CLEAN. Innocent, you
and Yinka who went shortly before you, do us a
favour; just one favour.

He attracted projects that put a smile on many
wrinkled faces. When we spoke in February,
Innocent had promised to see me at a later
date. To compare notes. To review the struggle.
The struggle for the soul of Nigeria. A country
rapaciously messed up by roguish leaders.
But Innocent is gone now. Innocent was one of
the earliest staff we employed after late Emma
Ezeazu, when six of us, patriotic young Nigerians
pioneered the first-ever human rights organisation
in Nigeria – the Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO)
on the 15th of October, 1987.

Help us convey our sorrow, tears, blood, pains,
pangs and groans as a beleaguered country to
our earlier fallen heroes.
But let me assure you that beyond the litany of
woes and sea of lachrymal effusion, those of us
that you left behind are now more determined
than ever before. We may be quite few and
far between. But I can assure you that you left
behind a human rights and pro-democracy
movement that is resolutely unbowed, uncowed
and undeterred.

Olisa Agbakoba, SAN (President); Clement
Nwankwo (Secretary); Mike Ozekhome, SAN
(Director of Legal Services); Abdul Oroh, then
of the Guardian (Director of Organisation);
Richard Akinola, then of the Vanguard (Director
of Publicity); and Emmanuel Erhakpotobor, a
lawyer (Treasurer). Dedicated and extremely
hardworking, Innocent stood up when others
sat, and flew when others stood up. He literally
singlehandedly wrote CLO annual reports on
unwholesome Police activities.

Rest assured that the values you both stood for
whilst alive will be nurtured and jealously guarded
because they are inerasable. We mourn both
of you. No doubt we are pained by your early
departure. But we are consoled that your lofty
legacies will outlive you.
Rest in peace, till we meet on resurrection day, to
part no more. Farewell, Mr CLEEN.

Chief Mike Ozekhome, SAN

This head start may have propelled him to venture
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA LIVED WELL,
BUT DEPARTED TOO EARLY
“Every man's life ends the same way. It is only
the details of how he lived and how he died that
distinguish one man from another.”
-Ernest Hemingway

think tank group with members both at home and
in the diaspora, and bonded by the desire for the
development of Alaigbo and in effect Nigeria at large.
Innocent until his death was a thought leader and
very active in the group, offering strategic advice,
reflections and visions on issues that touch on the
interests of the Igbo. The depth of his contributions is
one that I am seriously missing, much as everyone in
the group.

I

got to hear of Innocent Chukwuma from
Prof Okechukwu Ibeanu in 2005 when
I was on my Master’s Degree program
in the Political Science Department at
the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. Prof.
Ibeanu had directed me to apply for a
job at CLEEN Foundation as a Research
Assistant. I addressed the letter to the
Executive Director, ‘CLEAN Foundation’,
Abuja. Prof Ibeanu in his usually characteristic
perceptive manner observed the wrong spelling in
CLEAN rather than CLEEN, and jokingly scolded me.
He not only corrected that error but asked me to visit
CLEEN Foundation’s website. It was at that point that
my interest in CLEEN Foundation grew, and I was
naturally interested in knowing the brain behind the
organisation that blazed the trail in the area of public
safety. I was particularly interested in the researchdriven programs being implemented by CLEEN and
constantly visited CLEEN’s website whenever I had
access to the internet.

Unarguably, Innocent was one of the continent's most
prominent civil society leaders and dominated the
civic space for more than 25 years. His remarkable
feats in students’ unionism, pro-democracy struggle,
campaign for police reform, youth mentoring and
grant-making through philanthropy have been well
noted in the torrents of tributes. Despite his global
achievements, national prominence, connections to
rich and powerful groups and individuals; Innocent
was humane, selfless and self-effacing. He would
not be tainted by the scandal of politics. He worked
very closely with politicians and yet maintained the
candour to speak truth to power in an unequivocal
sense on critical issues affecting Nigeria. He also
carried the burden to transform the political
landscape by showing commitment to mentorship
programs for young and emerging leaders in various
spheres.

I was hoping to get the job until May 2006 when I got
an offer to join the National Defence College, Abuja as
a Research Fellow. By providence, I was now closer to
CLEEN Foundation without being a member of staff.
I met Innocent Chukwuma for the first and last time,
I guess in early 2012 during a programme in Sheraton
Hotel, Abuja. He made very short and deeply
incisive remarks about police reform and issues of
accountability in Nigeria. Having familiarized myself
with his scholarly engagements over the years prior to
that meeting, I found Innocent to be a very ebullient
man, with profound knowledge in the area of policing
in a global sense. His submissions were ingenious and
precise. These made me become more interested in
the work of CLEEN Foundation, particularly in the
broader area of security sector reform.

Innocent’s large heart and capacity to connect
with everyone and encourage young and emerging
scholars is phenomenal. A staff member of CLEEN
once told me that, "Innocent sees you as a worthy
partner of CLEEN Foundation and supports your
scholarly input aimed at enriching our output in
knowledge production". Such remote endorsement
attests to his ideals which have influenced how I came
to see him as a mentor without meeting him closely.
The events of the last few days in Nigeria, particularly
the death of leading progressive thinkers including
the quintessential Innocent Chukwuma, have
reaffirmed the ephemeral nature of life. Writing this
tribute about Innocent also reminds us that great men
are known not by the number of years they spent or
even the profile of positions they occupied but by the
very legacies they left behind that inspire people and
society to greatness. Innocent Chukwuma is surely
one of them in Nigeria.
My prayers are with Josephine and their lovely
daughters.

My professional encounter with his organisation was
in 2014 when I led the first major fieldwork on the
evolving insurgency in the northeast, and I have since
remained actively engaged with CLEEN Foundation.
This goes to show how the organisation he founded
has helped to positively shape the landscape of
policing, public safety and human rights promotion.
My services to his organisation have indeed enriched
my thinking and scholarship, all thanks to his influence
as a defender of human rights.

Freedom C Onuoha, PhD, fdc, FIMC
Senior Lecturer/Security Sector Consultant
Department of Political Science
University of Nigeria, Nsukka

Our paths only crossed again in 2017 when I was
invited to join the very influential Igbo intelligentsia
group, Nzuko Umunna - an Igbo sociocultural
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REMEMBERING INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA, A PIONEER IN
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I

went to school shortly after
the Nigeria-Biafra War. Not
immediately after. I did try a week
or two after the war ended in
January 1970, my little chalkboard
tucked into my raffia fibre tote. I
was 5 years old and was deemed
too young to attend school.
Eligibility was judged by having
the child reach over their head and
touch the base of the opposite ear. I was too
small to have that long a reach, so, my father
and I were sent away. I finally enrolled the
following year after I turned 6.
Over the 5 years or so that I spent in
elementary school—I skipped the sixth
form—we attended innumerable funerals of
classmates. In the immediate aftermath of
the war, many children still died from disease,
effects of early childhood starvation during the
war, post-war poverty—one child in the next
class, Edward, died after he ate raw cashew
nuts during midday recess—and accidents. A
few died while playing with live mortars left
over from the war.

At the burials, which all the children had to
attend straight from school—usually we would
study for an hour or two, and then head over
as a group supervised by our teachers—we
sang many burial songs, some of which stuck in
your young mind and still come through to this
day. Later, in grammar school, we would sing
from the mandatory Anglican Hymns Ancient
and Modern, in English, but in elementary
school we children mostly sang Igbo folk
songs. The adults and officiating clerics sang
from whichever hymnal the family’s Christian
denomination used.
One of the hymns the adults often sang I
always thought rather curious for children’s
burial, but, for adults the few lines that I
remember from it made much sense. My more
religious friends would recognise the hymn
from those few lines.

Nani olu anyi, nani olu anyi
Nani olu anyi ka a ga-eji cheta anyi
[Only by our work, only by our work
Only by our work shall we be remembered]
The priest would read out the first line or two
of each verse of the hymn, and everyone in
attendance would follow and sing that verse.
Nani olu anyi. Only by our work.

"Innocent, you will
long be remembered
for your kindness, your
level-headedness,
your quietly persistent
pragmatism and
practicality steeped
in decades of activist
success and failure,
your laser-sharp focus
on solutions rather than
meaningless dogma.

Innocent, you will long be remembered for your
kindness, your level-headedness, your quietly
persistent pragmatism and practicality steeped
in decades of activist success and failure, your
laser-sharp focus on solutions rather than
meaningless dogma. Above all, you will long be
remembered by your example and legacy as a
patient, diligent worker in the fields.

Ala eriele nma!
4.6.21
Olu Oguibe

T

he impact movement in West
Africa has lost a pioneer
and driving force with the
sudden passing of Innocent
Chukwuma. The thoughts of
the GSG team and community
are with his family and friends
at this sad time.

investment (NAB). He played a hands-on
role, training and supporting members of IIF
team, while advising on the development of
impact investing in Nigeria. These are efforts
that will drive more capital to create impact
in the country, ultimately improving people’s
lives, while creating progress towards the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.

We would also like to take the opportunity
to reflect on – and celebrate – Innocent’s
enormous contribution to impact in Nigeria,
Africa and beyond. His legacy spans many
years of tireless work furthering human rights
causes and developing the impact investment
ecosystem.

"He played a
hands-on role,
training and
supporting
members of
IIF team, while
advising on the
development of
impact investing
in Nigeria.
Innocent served as the Vice-Chair of the
Impact Investors’ Foundation (IIF) in Nigeria
and was helping lead the creation of the
Nigeria National Advisory Board for impact
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From 2013 to 2021, Innocent served as Director
of the Ford Foundation’s West Africa office,
overseeing the Foundation’s grant-making
activities while catalysing private and public
cooperation in the region. Prior to that, he
founded and led the CLEEN Foundation to
promote public safety, security, and accessible
justice in West Africa. CLEEN was the first
African non-governmental organisation to
receive the prestigious MacArthur Foundation
Award for Creative and Effective Institutions.
Innocent also held roles within Nigeria’s
Civil Liberties Organisation and was widely
recognised for his work in advancing human
rights, receiving the Reebok International
Human Rights Award among other accolades.
He served as a visiting lecturer at Harvard’s
Kennedy School of Government, where
he created and taught a course on the
management of non-profit groups in the Global
South, and was also invited to be a visiting
fellow at the University of Oxford’s Blavatnik
School of Government.
On a personal level, Innocent worked with
intelligence, humour, humility and most of all
with heart. He had an ability to bring people
together to form consensus around hard issues.
He had a relentless drive to improve people’s
lives and was deeply committed to fixing
broken systems. He was an inspirational figure
and will be remembered fondly at the GSG.

GSG Team

MY FRIEND
INNOCENT

CONDOLENCES ON
LOSS OF INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

I

have been processing my response to
the death of my good friend Innocent
Chukwuma. I have, in the process also
been reading other people’s reactions
– listing the many fine public things
Innocent has been involved in – from
student activism to human rights work
to CLEEN to Ford, etc. – all of which is
fundamentally correct. I would also mention the
work he has done with donor-funded programs
(on justice and policing in particular) all of
which would have been the poorer and made
even more mistakes, without his input and wise
counsel. Many have commented on his effect as
a teacher and a mentor and I concur, I learnt a
great deal from him in our numerous exchanges
over the years in many different settings.

“He had a lively
and warm sense
of humour
But for me the essence of Innocent was much
more and much more simple – he was just a
thoroughly decent human being. He eschewed
all pomposity and “bigmanism”; he had a lively
and warm sense of humour (I hate people
who believe that being serious is a virtue that
somehow confers significance – being able
to laugh and laugh at yourself is an essential
human characteristic and Innocent could and
did do this); and his warmth and love for his
wife and his daughters was ever present – he
was clearly proud of all their achievements.

D

ear Friends

I wanted to reach out to express
my condolences to Innocent’s
family, to you as his dear friends
and comrades and to the
broader civil society movement in Nigeria. His
passing is everyone’s loss.
I remember Innocent from those years 20013 when I was working on the UNDP election
project and CLEEN delivered an amazingly
progressive voter education campaign on
police/citizen rights and responsibilities – when
every police station you entered had a snazzy
and informative CLEEN poster on its walls. It
became the standard from which a whole heap
of other work emerged not only in Nigeria but
far more widely, regionally and internationally.
In many ways Nigeria is now an exporter of
electoral and civil society expertise, offering
your incredible experience and expertise
to others. I know I have drawn on you both,
but others as well - (and am sorry not to be
there now doing the current EU elevation but
bureaucracy intervened!!!).
We crossed paths again once or twice when I
was back in Abuja for the UN or DFID or the
EU and always Innocent was there keeping
the process accountable, people engaged and
motivated and donors on their toes - a very
necessary task.
I feel for you at this terribly sad time, give
thanks for Innocent’s energy, example and
leadership, wish you all continued and vibrant
success building on his contribution, and to
Innocent, may you rest in peace.

He will be a huge loss to all the people whose
lives he touched and we (and Nigeria) will be
the poorer for his passing.

Festus Okoye

Bob Arnot
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
Barker Center, 12 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138-3879
Tel. 617-496-0354
Email. olupona@fas.harvard.edu

Dear Mr. Mac-Ikemenjina,

Greetings from Boston. I write to express my deep condolences to you and the
Ford Foundation Community on the sad news of the sudden death of our brother,
friend, and your former colleague, Dr. Innocent Chukwuma.
The Ife Institute of Advanced Studies Fellows and Mentors mourn him and pray
that the lesson and memory of his short life on earth and his outstanding
achievements will be a blessing to those who knew him and the West African
people he served diligently.

Innocent was a guest of honor at the 2021 Summer Institute. We benefitted
greatly from his presence and generosity. We look back at his contribution to the
institute's success with deep gratitude to him and the Ford Foundation for the
selfless leadership of such an amazing thinker, community person, and civil
society leader. May his memory be a blessing to us all.

Sincerely,

Jacob K. Olupona PhD, NNOM

Convenor Ife Summer Institute

THE INNOCENT CHUKWUMA THAT I KNEW
OUR LOSS OF INNOCENT
THE SYMPOSIUM ON STRENGTH AND SOLIDARITY
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Innocent not only created pockets of reform in a
corrupt and brutal state, he devoted himself as
well to Nigeria’s and the continent’s civil society,
articulating and supporting the vital role of NGOs
and social movements in real democratic practice.
His early focus on strategy—the demand and supply
sides—broadened to include teaching on coalitionbuilding, fundraising, and leadership transitions.
His vision for civil society, as for police reform, was
long-term, and he devoted himself to the endurance
of its organizations and movements. That work took
him from CLEEN to the Ford Foundation, and to panAfrican and global roles.

I

nnocent Chukwuma died on Saturday
evening suddenly, unexpectedly, in the prime
of his life, minutes before he was to begin
treatment for leukaemia that had been
diagnosed a day earlier. With his death, the
struggle for justice in Nigeria and worldwide
has lost a great champion, the human rights
project has lost a master craftsman, and those of
us who laboured alongside him have lost the truest
of friends and the most generous of colleagues, a
beloved brother to many movements.

Three years ago, just after I left the Open Society
Foundations, Innocent spoke to me about his
discovery of Gramsci’s theories of civil society.
Innocent told me he now realized that the
conception of civil society promoted by Western
states was inherently bound to those states and their
continued hegemony. He hoped our next project
could challenge that conception with Gramsci’s, and
he sent me an article by Gramsci’s leading translator,
Joseph Buttigieg (yes, father of Mayor Pete). What
had excited Innocent was Buttigieg’s account of
Gramsci’s strategy to work within civil society to
disable the coercive apparatus of the state, gain
access to political power, and create “the conditions
that could give rise to a consensual society wherein
no individual or group is reduced to a subaltern
status.” It was Innocent’s university radicalism
still fresh, still energetic, as relevant as ever, even
in his 50s and even as he represented American
philanthropy in West Africa.

I started working with Innocent in the 1990s,
as he was starting the CLEEN Foundation and
I was starting a decade as director of the Vera
Institute of Justice. We’ve been partners ever since,
collaborating on projects of justice reform and
human rights from West Africa to South Asia and the
Americas, and sharing laughter, family milestones,
and bonds of trust.
It was from Innocent, a quarter century ago, that
I learned to distinguish the demand side from the
supply side in the struggle for rights and justice. As
Nigeria’s military dictatorship gave way to civilian
rule in the late 1990s, Innocent spoke about the need
for a division of labour in civil society, with some
organizations and movements making demands on
the state while others worked with state reformers
to supply greater justice. The Civil Liberties
Organization, where he had served as deputy
director, would work the demand side; Innocent’s
new CLEEN Foundation would lead on the supply
side.

In the 24 hours since his death, the tributes on social
media have become a torrent. “Calm and humble
in spirit, fierce in his advocacy and leadership in
civil society,” reads one. “A great collaborator,”
reads another. “One of the brightest.” “Encouraging,
empowering, and validating the people coming
behind his generation.” “Gentle and humane.” And
countless more in that spirit.

Innocent founded the Centre for Law Enforcement
Education of Nigeria (CLEEN) with the prize money
that came with the 1996 Reebok Human Rights
award, and CLEEN’s strength today is only one of
the memorials to Innocent’s vision and skill. While
the CLO and activists for rights demanded an end
to police violence and impunity, CLEEN worked
with would-be reformers within the police and
state structures to demonstrate what democratic
policing looked like. Police stations opened human
rights desks, new rules were promulgated for the
policing of elections, the Police Service Commission
rediscovered its oversight powers—all with the
crucial assistance of CLEEN. If democracy was
ever to be real in Nigeria, it would need models of
democratic practice that could be seen and touched,
not just dreamed about. Innocent hired staff,
mobilized volunteers, and enlisted partners to build
these supply lines for the new democracy, all with
the same quiet passion and commitment that had
won him the admiration of his fellow radical activists
at university.

We cannot match Innocent’s grace, genius, or
ferocity in a cause, but we can take up his project.
Innocent had planned to pause over these next two
months and devote his time to a memoir he hoped
to complete as a visiting fellow at Oxford’s Blavatnik
School of Government. He intended his memoir,
like his work with the Symposium on Strength and
Solidarity for Human Rights and so many more of
his recent projects, as a gift to that next generation.
He loved the spirit in the #EndSARS movement that
asked his generation to stand back and support the
leadership of Nigeria’s youth, as they claimed their
place as leaders. We take up his work by acting in
solidarity with those whose activism and leadership
would allow his struggle to endure.

Chris Stone
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I

cannot pretend to be of the Chukwuma breed that
fought the military junta from campus to activism
with badges and relics of what that generation
of activists suffered or went through in birthing
democracy.

Fate had thrown me quickly into mingling with these
icons faster than I would imagine. I had successfully
challenged the electoral body, compelling it to conduct
Local Government elections as against simply appointing
LG Chairmen by state Governors. In a rare show of
government compliance with court judgments, Obasanjo
ordered for and released funds for local government
elections. At the next Annual General Meeting of the
Transition Monitoring Group, TMG, the Chair, Festus
Okoye, applauded my courage as a fresh member
and immediately helped facilitate my election into the
Coordinating Council (Board) of the TMG. I was on the
same board with icons like Oby Nwankwo, of blessed
memory, Innocent Chukwuma, Edet Ojo etc. Thus began
the journey of my relationship with Innocent, who perhaps
was not aware of how he impacted on me most, the ethos,
values and expectations for an Activist and Development
worker.
At meetings he was the most removed from emotions,
strategic and very deliberate at planning. I listened and
I learnt. Hanging out occasionally with him was some
classroom as he would go into stories and lessons of what
it takes to make a difference and survive in a civil society
world gradually losing its identity in search of dwindling
funds, in efforts at a better Nigeria. I recall as the next
Chair of the TMG, he refused to accept funding from
international bodies if the funding was to be warehoused
by international organizations in Nigeria. He politely
stated that TMG will not accept funding with strings.
I got closer to Innocent just before the 2007 elections.
Angela Odah, the National Coordinator of TMG at the time,
was leaving just before the elections. There was a need
to get a trusted hand at the TMG secretariat. Alongside
other Civil Society leaders, Innocent approached me to
“midwife” the TMG during the elections and then step
back post elections, for a substantive National Coordinator
to be appointed. I accepted. Events were however to take
an unexpected turn as per our mutual agreement and
understanding. When the dust had settled, various CS
leaders came to my room to make me understand what
had happened. Innocent asked me to walk with him later
that evening, and 20 minutes into our stroll, I was glad
things turned out the way they did. That walk cemented
our relationship and made me see Innocent as the raw,
sensitive, jovial and down to earth person I had always
known. Only this time, I could also sense the empathy and
kindness he was imbued with.
Post our TMG years, we spoke and related often even
though we lived in separate cities. When I was appointed
member representing Human Rights groups on the
Police Service Commission, PSC, Innocent called for a
meeting during which he gave me invaluable insights
into challenges of the police and policing from the CS
perspective. He assured me of his ever-present assistance
and emphasized that challenges would arise, but that it
was equally an opportunity to contribute to that which
affects Nigerians most: security. Perhaps only Dr. Otive
Igbuzor has done as much in giving me deep insights
into the workings of the PSC, having once been a board
member himself. I approached Innocent twice in his
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capacity as Ford Foundation’s West Africa Regional
Director to support the PSC in holding Strategic Planning
Meetings, and to assist the Commissioners in the PSC to
supervise Police conduct in providing security during the
2019 elections, a request to which he gladly obliged on
both occasions.
In the dying days of the #EndSARS protests, I was invited
on AIT to speak about the protests. I was happy to
discover that Innocent was also on the panel via Zoom.
As the interview progressed, I learned as I listened
to him. Every occasion with Innocent for me, was an
opportunity to learn something new. Immediately after
the interview he called while I was still on the AIT premises
and discussed the NPF/PSC and the protest. We agreed
to work together on quick wins to ensure the return of
normalcy, and also to enhance citizens confidence in
the Police. He rightly believed the PSC should be in the
forefront of this.
My last official encounter with Innocent was post the
COVID-19 lockdown. The Decriminalization of Petty
Offences Forum in Africa was organizing a 3-day
Regional Conference on the Impact of management of
the pandemic by African governments. I was to facilitate
Day 3 of the Forum under Lawyers Alert, alongside the
Pan African Lawyers Union, PALU. Part of my task was
to identify and secure experts across Africa to speak.
Naturally Innocent came to mind. We spoke, he had a
prior engagement on the day, I explained the audience
and that the request was very personal. He successfully
pleaded with the other organizers to reschedule the earlier
engagements, and spoke at the regional conference, in the
way only Innocent can.
Weeks before his passing, we spoke and lamented on the
activity-based activism taking root in West Africa with no
time for reflection on impact. He sounded very passionate
on this and I made a mental note to take the discussions
forward with him, depending on his new assignment post
Ford Foundation. How was I to know it was the last time I
would hear the soothing, reassuring and laid-back voice of
Innocent, dripping with all wisdom, experience and lessons
he was so ready to always share?
A week before his passing, he made a posting on
Facebook, on Kidnappers calling on God to judge the
person who had paid them ransom in fake currency. I
laughed my eyes out. Typical jovial Innocent. I made a
point of calling to banter but sadly did not.
Persons like Innocent walk this space only once in a while.
This was the Innocent I knew. I deliberately left out his
monumental achievements across the globe and Africa,
just so the world can see, how in all of this, he related
to everyone around him from a place of humility, grace,
sensitivity and understanding.
Rest on Great Man. The Lord is Happy to receive you
home. We are sad to say goodbye, yet we remain
comforted by the memories we have of you and the grace
to have been part of your life. May the Lord, Maker of Your
Soul, console Josephine and your daughters in the way
only He can.
Adieu my Oga and friend.

Rommy Mom

TRIBUTE TO ONE OF GOD’S FINEST
CREATURE: INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

T

he passing of my mentor
Innocent Chukwuma is
devastating and excruciating.
It is as painful as the death
of my parents, brother and
sister. Onwu emenam ihe
“death has dealt with me”.
I joined CLEEN Foundation
as an intern in February 2007
where I met Innocent Chukwuma in his late 30s
as the Founder and Pioneer Executive Director.
We were six interns at the time: Onyinye
Onyemobi, Shola Omotosho, Vivian Njideka
Nwodo, Ndubuisi Eberebe and Aramide Amore.
Innocent was very strong in knowledge
transfer, succession planning, innovation,
partnership, institution strengthening,
sustainability and raising a pool of nextgeneration of human rights practitioners. He
remained committed to this course till his
untimely death. Innocent established CLEEN
Foundation with a clear mission, vision and
strategic priorities. Our early years in CLEEN
were the beginning of a solid foundation
laid by Innocent Chukwuma and on-the-job
learning along with professional trainings. The
number of people who have passed through
Innocent and have moved on to higher heights,
are numerous.

within the development space. In Nigeria and
internationally, Innocent produced world-class
leaders to continue from where he stopped, I
call them “leading voices within our sector”.
That’s what Innocent did. He moulded us
to be the best in life. Without him, there
wouldn’t have been us. Thank you Innocent
Chukwuemeka Chukwuma for believing in us,
nurturing and mentoring us in life. We are part
of your legacies.
Innocent built solid partnerships with donors,
civil society leaders, public & private sector
leaders globally. He founded/co-founded
several coalitions and networks such as the
Transition Monitoring Group, TMG; Nigeria Civil
Society Situation Room; Network on Police
Reform in Nigeria; Altus Global, an Alliance of
five international organizations working from
a multi-cultural perspective to improve public
safety, security and access to justice; AfroAsian Association for Justice & Development
(AAAJD) & Association for Research on Civil
Society in Africa.
You were God sent to us, our mentor, leader
and one of God’s Finest Creatures. Our prayers
and love are with your dear wife, kids, siblings,
mentees, friends and folk across the globe,
particularly the pro-democracy movement in
Nigeria.

Innocent picked some of us as fresh graduates,
taught, mentored and transformed our lives
completely in the development sector. This
he did with pride including sponsorship for
education and career progression. Presently,
most staff of CLEEN are beneficiaries of
this “Education Support” under the Ford
Foundation Build Grant for institutional
strengthening.

Your reward is HEAVEN, Adieu our GUARDIAN
ANGEL!

Chigozirim Okoro heads the public safety
& security unit at the CLEEN Foundation
and writes from the CLEEN Foundation
Headquarters, Abuja.

He represents a generation of dedicated
pro-democracy activists driven by great
ideals, struggles, sacrifice and genuine love
for social justice, Nigeria and Nigerians. We
look back and wonder what would have
happened if we hadn’t benefited from people
like him. The greatest accomplishment of
Innocent was the opportunity he gave people
to discover themselves; the number of lives
he identified with, nurtured, mentored and
transformed completely; and the conscious
effort at bridging the inter-generational gap

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

I

nnocent Chukwuma has left an indelible
record in the history of Nigeria’s human
rights and pro-democracy activism, and
in showing the role that civil society
can – and must play – in promoting and
supporting good governance. He set a
sterling example in the transparent and
sustainable management of non-governmental
organisations.

Police Force, but continuing to offer suggestions
and solutions about how to stop them and to
make policing effective and service-oriented.
It was in pursuit of that principle that Innocent
and CLEEN were there to support me when I
was appointed to fill the slot for Nigerian Human
Rights Organisations on the Police Service
Commission. Unlike now, the Commission was
chaired by someone who was never a police
officer – Ochendo Simon Okeke – and he was
open to the ideas that Innocent had to encourage
the PSC to use its oversight powers, whether in
creating a system for the public to communicate
with the Commission, or devising a handbook for
members of the security agencies who were on
election duty.

When I became President of the Civil Liberties
Organisation in October 1995, its Executive
Director, Abdul Oroh, along with Chima Ubani,
were detained without trial and the office of the
CLO was almost deserted as the organisation
faced the wrath of the Abacha dictatorship for
challenging its account of the phantom coup.
Innocent, who was then head of the CLO’s
Police Project, was nominated as my first Acting
Executive Director. In that role, he was a solid
support and guide, in handling not only the
difficult situation that we faced within Nigeria,
but also in restoring staff morale and navigating
the internal dynamics of the organisation. And
when – within a few weeks of my becoming CLO
President – the Abacha regime executed the
Ogoni Nine and the Ugandan government hosted
a special session of the African Commission on
Human and People’s Rights in Kampala on that
outrage, Innocent was there to encourage and
advise as I took up my inevitable role as the
spokesperson for the Nigerian Human Rights
community at that forum.

Innocent was a fearless activist who was
never afraid to call out abuses and failings by
government, but he was also always about
solutions. It was in that spirit that when in 2012,
after yet another atrocity by the Nigeria Police
Force, President Goodluck Jonathan established
yet another panel on police reform, Innocent
proposed that Civil Society should set up its own
parallel Panel. I was honoured to have been asked
to chair that CSO Panel.
Many years earlier, he and Josephine Effah had
done me just as great an honour when they
invited me to chair their wedding reception. That
union created one of the leading power couples
of the Nigerian Human Rights movement. It was
blessed with children, and thrived until the tragic
events of the 3rd of April 2021. My heart goes out
to Josephine and the children as I pray that they
will be able to bear the loss.

"Innocent was a fearless
activist who was never
afraid to call out abuses and
failings by government, but
he was also always about
solutions.

I know that I am only one of the many in Nigeria,
West Africa and beyond who can speak of the
support and encouragement they had from
Innocent. After he stepped down as Director of
the Ford Foundation’s West Africa office, we were
looking forward to his being able to take time to
write his account of the Nigerian Human Rights
movement and his role in it.

Innocent used the award money of the Reebok
Human Rights Prize (which he won in 1996)
to establish the Centre for Law Enforcement
Education – the CLEEN Foundation. I was a
member of its Board for several years, so I write
from first-hand knowledge of how excellently well
it was run. It is a leader in the field of not just
exposing and condemning abuses by the Nigeria
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Now, we have to write that account – not just in
words – but in deeds.
May he rest in peace and power.

Ayo Obe.
6th April 2021
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TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
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I

t's so hard to write about Mr.
Innocent Chukwuma in past tense.
I have since accepted the maxim
that great people are like shooting
stars.

Agbakoba (SAN)) were central figures in that
riot.
It became a ritual to see him whenever he was
in the East, when I visit Lagos or we were in the
same city by chance. I bounced off ideas on
him regularly and sometimes wondered how
he was able to make time for me despite his
busy schedule. At one of such meetings in 2019
at Rockview, Owerri, his views that “Except we
find a way to engender social re-engineering
at the grassroots, we will struggle to make
desired change.” led me on a path that became
#ReImagineOguta (www.re-oguta.com.ng).

In February, 2017, Chukwuemeka
Afigbo introduced me to Mr
Chukwuma and we bonded
instantly as though we had known
ourselves far longer. At our first meeting at
Protea Hotel, Ikeja, it was clear immediately
why we easily connected - we both wanted the
same things for Nigeria. We both agreed that
success of individual constituent components
was the most assured route for Nigeria's
growth. He knew that Youth development and
harnessing of each region's core strengths was
the way to go. He poured his energy (or so it
seemed - because he was still able to do even
much more) into this.

At #StartupSouth, one of our biggest and
most impactful projects till date remains the
#MadeInAba Hackathon and it was completely
his brainchild, borne out of his unending desire
to see the East (by extension Nigeria) become
better.

"He wanted to help
build sustainable
and professionallyrun impact
businesses in the
East led by young
people – leveraging
his extensive
experience.

He told me he looked forward to returning to
the East after his time at Ford Foundation and
looked forward to making himself available to
mentor more young people like me. He wanted
to help build sustainable and professionallyrun impact businesses in the East led by young
people – leveraging his extensive experience.
I looked forward to this. Same way I looked
forward to running several Impact Funding
Sessions with him, hoping to get more East
residents and experienced founders to invest
in/mentor up-starters.

Though I met him only a few years ago, our
lives were already connected as far back as
1988. As a preteen in Primary 5, I participated
(even if all I did was carry leaves in solidarity,
without knowing the issues nor the main
actors) in the IBB Riots back at Nsukka. I
would later learn he and others (including Olisa

May you find rest eternally. Rest in peace Sir.

I am not sure how to say good bye to you Mr.
Innocent Chukwuma. I don't know how your
wife and children are taking this or how they
will fare in your absence. May God grant all
your immediate, extended family and friends
the fortitude to bear your irreplaceable
absence. May the lights you lit in your lifetime
continue to shine. From this end, we will do our
best to immortalize your ideals.

Uche Aniche, Convener, #StartupSouth (www.
startupsouth.org)
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nnocent’s passing has hit me to my
core. It is as painful as the passing of
my elder brother in September 2020.

National Commission on Human Rights. We
were collaborators here, especially since our
experience with policing in both countries was
so similar.

It feels as though the world is
conspiring against people of goodwill
and honour, people whose lives and
presence has meant so much to so many
people.

Innocent achieved many things, and his impact
was clearly massive. These achievements are
measurable. But it is Innocent the man that is
even more impressive.

I first met Innocent in the early 1990s when
he was at CLO, and I was at the NGO Kenya
Human Rights Commission, a pioneer in human
rights in Kenya. This is when I made enduring
friendships with the now older generation of
Nigerian activists, from Chidi, Olisa, Clement,
Festus, Ayo, Edetaen, and many more.

Always ready with a smile. A joke. A tease.
Always ready to be teased in return and throw
back his head in laughter. Even when the easy
and common tease of he is “more guilty than
Innocent” was made, he would laugh out loud,
never tiring of laughing at himself. He was
also quick to apologize if one of his jokes and
teases did not land as expected.

Those were exciting, hopeful, really tough
and dangerous times in both countries, and
we were part of an experiment to share
experiences and learnings between our two
countries, given the similarities of the countries
in so many ways. Our hope and optimism,
despite all the challenges at the time, was
irrepressible. We knew that better days were
possible. We knew things would get better for
the majority of citizens. But we surely did not
think it would take this long, with more downs
than ups, and dealing with some of the same
same issues from the 80s and 90s!

Innocent was straight up and what you saw
is what you got. A man whose integrity was
everything to him, and something he protected
and treasured deeply.
He was clear what his strengths were and
took praise and compliments very lightly
knowing that they could get to his head and
be an obstacle. For Innocent always had both
feet on the ground, was focused on what was
important to him, and danced to his own tune.
His warmth and grace shall not be forgotten,
though they shall surely be missed. His clarity
of thought and astuteness were remarkable.

Innocent and I quickly developed a friendship
and camaraderie that I treasure to this day.
We interacted at regional and international
meetings, since these were perhaps the only
ways that we could travel then and meet up.
Whatever the objectives of these meetings,
the chance to develop solidarity, networks, and
exchange experiences remain perhaps their
most important function.

Go in peace my Oga brother. Go well. You will
forever be in our hearts, memories, and minds.
And if only we could be half as good as you
were, life will have meaning.
To Josephine and the girls, please come visit
Kenya as my guest.

Chief Maina Kiai,
Director, Alliances & Partnerships, HRW.
Former Chairman, Kenya National Human
Rights Commission.

Indeed, it was through such meetings that
I also first met Josephine, who would get
Innocent all tongue-tied. It was my singular
honour and privilege that they asked me to
facilitate their honeymoon in Kenya, which I did
by organizing a regional meeting right around
their nuptials!
Innocent and I were also part of the founding
of APCOF, the African Policing Civilian
Oversight Forum, set up in South Africa in
2004, where I represented the official Kenya
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TRIBUTE TO A TRAILBLAZER,
INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: A FRIEND,
CONFIDANT AND MENTOR

I

nevitably, I am compelled to write
this tribute because the sad news of
Innocent’s sudden departure which
shattered our Easter morning has turned
out to be a reality and not a mere dream.
I had spoken to Innocent on the evening
of March 29, 2021 and he was his usual
ebullient self, with no sign of any infirmity. On
the question of his next steps after leaving
Ford Foundation, he informed me that he was
leaving for Oxford next week to go and write
his Biography. I told Innocent that this was a
worthy venture as many aspects of the ‘struggle’
in Nigeria remain undocumented and needed to
be written down for the sake of posterity. Alas,
death had other plans and all the dreams have
now been made dust.

attempting to describe or talk about Innocent
Chukwuma. He was warm, calm, candid, critical,
humane, ethical, respectful, empathetic and
supportive. He was always ready to listen,
advise and encourage the younger ones he
came across. You only need plot the trajectory
of his mentees and former and current staff of
CLEEN Foundation and other organisations he
was associated with, to realise the kind of impact
Innocent had on the people around him.
Innocent was a family man and I can only imagine
what his wife, Josephine and his daughters will be
going through now. As we try to come to terms
with the reality of Innocent’s sudden departure, it
presents us with an opportunity for individual and
collective reflection. We need to ask ourselves:
what impact have we made, or are we making in
our society? Can we do more? Are we striking
a good work/life balance and spending enough
time with our loved ones? What will be said of us
if we were to depart today or tomorrow? These
critical but reflective questions are necessary for a
stock-taking exercise.

I met Innocent in 1997 in Enugu at a Seminar
organized for Law students of Nigerian
Universities by the Constitutional Rights Project,
under the leadership of Clement Nwankwo
in Enugu. Innocent had just won the Reebok
Human Rights Award in the preceding year
and was finalizing plans to establish the CLEEN
Foundation, with a view to focusing on reform
of the law enforcement sector in Nigeria and
beyond. Innocent was indeed a trailblazer. At
a time when groups felt that diversity of focus
was the only way to guarantee funding for their
organisations, Innocent made the plunge to focus
on an area in which he had carved a niche for
himself: law enforcement reform. His success is
there for all to see and he rose steadily, reaching
the pinnacle of his career with his recent tour
of duty as the Regional Representative for Ford
Foundation in West Africa.

I have always asked Innocent how he feels with
the state of our law enforcement reform despite
the huge effort and resources that have been
put into it. His response has always been that if
perhaps we didn’t put in the effort, we may not
be having this discussion freely. He would end it
with: “We shall never give up. Can you imagine
what the situation would be without any effort on
our part?”
As we bid Innocent farewell, we must collectively
ensure that his ideals and legacy live on. We
must not forget his family who were deprived of
his constant presence as he laboured to make his
mark for the benefit of mankind.

Since my joining CRP in 1999, we have remained
in touch and he was one of the leaders of the CSO
Sector who I admired and looked up to. Through
my sojourn with Global Rights, MacArthur
Foundation and the British Council’s Justice for
All and ROLAC Programmes, we remained quite
close and exchanged family visits. Innocent
was a reservoir of knowledge and wisdom; you
would always pick something from him each time
you spent time with him. He had an infectious
personality. His life was an open book and he
lived by example.

Adieu Innocent Nwa Chukwuma
Di Josephine
Jee nke oma
We will miss you dearly
But your memory lives on
We will never forget you, NEVER!
Dr. Godwin Chinedu Odo
Child Protection Specialist
UNICEF
Abuja

It is difficult not to run into superlatives in
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TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
THE INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA I KNOW
MOURNING THE
LOSS OF INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

W

hen I joined CLO in the late
nineties, Innocent made time
from his remarkably busy
schedule to say hello to the
new kid on the ‘block of
men’! Very jovial, funny and
holds the skill of calming nerves. Innocent was
pious, does what is right by him. Religion was
always one of our discussions. He believed and
practiced human rights advocacy with sincerity
and honesty. I recall after one of the many
women’s rights trainings that we attended, during
dinner, he had entertained everyone with his
jokes. Few minutes as I retired to my room, Inno,
called, “Christie, Ndi akwuna kwuna akaria, let’s
get out of here!” Inno is junior to me but always
protected me as if I were his junior sister.
As he established CLEEN, I had the honour
to travel together to United States with him,
Josephine (his wife), Uju Agbanu-Obiora (Shelter
Rights Initiative) and Edetaen Ojo (Media Rights
Agenda). Those days, traveling abroad was done
through neighbouring countries to avoid arrest
by the military. We went through either Ghana or
Côte d’lvoire. It turned out to be one of the best
trips as we laughed all the way to New York. His
sense of humour – escapades! – was at its best.

T

he Lilly Family School of
Philanthropy mourns the loss
of Ford Foundation West
Africa Director, Innocent
Chukwuma. Innocent’s impact
on the philanthropic world and
especially African philanthropy
is a living testimony to his
extraordinary leadership, partnership and
friendship to those he leaves behind.
We especially honour Mr. Chukwuma’s role
in establishing the Association for Research
on Civil Society in Africa (AROCSA), and the
impact he has made on our profession through
his visionary work with the Ford Foundation
that led to the creation of the NGO Leadership
Transition Fellowship Program in Africa, in
which the school has partnered with ARNOVA
and AROCSA. Mr. Chukwuma received the
Distinguished Achievement and Service to
ARNOVA Award in 2019. He was a mentor and
an inspiration to our students, faculty and staff.

Life is so volatile, vapor; today is given, tomorrow
is not promised. My plans to meet him after a
long time truncated by death as procrastination
ruled. My comfort is hinged on the knowledge
that physical death is not finite; Inno will live
again. Absent in the body is present with the
Lord, his maker. We will not mourn like people
without hope. Our hope is built on nothing less
but on the cross of calvary, and I know, there is
life after death.
Soul and Spirit never dies. Inno’s body is earthly,
returns to earth but his spirit lives forever. The
owner of life comes knocking, I pray we will
be ready to answer the call. No man knows
when, however, daily preparation is critical
and important. Live your life as if there is no
tomorrow. Honestly, there is no tomorrow, today
is the acceptable day, harden not your heart. The
good deed planned is better executed today to
avoid “O da chi”(emergency).
Innocent legacy must be transferred to the
next generation, we owe him that much. As we
mourn our colleague, our deepest sympathy
and condolences to his wife and children. Aluta
Continua!

To read more about his remarkable legacy, see
AROCSA’s statement and ARNOVA’s video.
The Ford Foundation is inviting tributes to be
sent to InnocentTributes@FordFoundation.org.

Best,
Amir
Amir Pasic
Eugene R. Tempel Dean
IU Lilly Family School of Philanthropy
University Hall, Suite 3000
301 University Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Christie Onyekachi-Olejemeh

I

t is hard coming to terms with the departure
of Innocent to his maker. It is hard to
imagine not having him around to always, at
the right moment, bring forth a solution to
a challenge in that soft talking but incisive
thought that only Innocent could muster.
Yet, dreamlike as it seems, we have to
accept the painful reality that our friend, compatriot,
activist, colleague, brother, initiator, visionary and
driver for the transformation of society has gone
home. Many of us will remember Innocent in many
ways, but primarily as a committed driver for social
justice through the transformation of society.

understanding and insightful vision of community
policing, he was able to convert the police authorities
to buy into the idea and try it, including – curiously –
the branding of police vehicles with the inscription:
“Community Policing”. It was a great advertisement
for the acceptance of community policing by the
NPF. Innocent would say reforming the police, like
many institutions in Nigeria, is a marathon, not a
100m race!
Characteristic of his vision for institution building,
Innocent chose to fashion CLEEN Foundation
to outlive him. He ensured that the Foundation
operates on sound principles of management and
accountability. He ensured that the organisation
operates a functional board and an effective
management. The Board of CLEEN Foundation
is chaired by Professor Etannibi E. Alemika of the
University of Jos with me as the Vice Chair. Innocent
never threw his weight around as the founder
of the organisation. He would sit through board
meetings, making his usual thoughtful contributions
with humility. His concern for the welfare and
development of the staff was uppermost to him. He
recognised that the staff are primary stakeholders
and their interests and capacities are critical to the
sustenance of the organisation. He was always
thinking on how best to build the capacity of the
staff and how to expand the activities of CLEEN
Foundation to sister African countries. Already
CLEEN has secured permission to operate in Ghana
and Cameroon.

One important institution dear to his heart was the
Nigeria Police Force (NPF). Instead of joining the
noisy crowd to throw condemnatory animadversions
at the police, Innocent chose to establish the Centre
for Law Enforcement Education in Nigeria (CLEEN)
as a platform for engaging the police, provoking
intensely meaningful dialogues on security and
safety issues in Nigeria and beyond. Through
CLEEN Foundation, he was able to stir a series of
publications on policing, police, human rights and
access to justice. He did not do it alone. He actively
sought for and worked with great intellectual minds
to both influence and set the agenda on policing
in Nigeria. Students of criminology and security
studies must have come across, at least one of
the numerous publications on the police authored
by Innocent singly or in collaboration with other
scholars and leaders of thought on policing. It is
important to point out that these publications are
available for free on the CLEEN Foundation website.

We never met with Innocent face to face in the
days of the struggle for the validation of the June
12 election. In those days when we would receive
Chima Ubani (of blessed memory) in Maiduguri,
we used to discuss the struggle and our comrades
on the battlefront in Lagos. Innocent's departure
at a critical moment when we need him most,
and his truncated readiness to write a book on his
experience and struggles, is a call for us to come
together to capture the struggle for the cultivation
and continued sustenance of a better Nigeria built on
social justice.

Innocent was a master of silence, speaking only
when it was necessary. I imagine that it was not
just ordinary silence, but an intensive battle and
a struggle at sorting out the many competing
ideas in his mind aimed at finding ways of solving
societal problems. He desired to see a transformed,
modern, intelligence-driven, professional and
citizen-friendly police. His active mind drove him to
consider bringing an alternative civil society voice to
reforming the police. With Network on Police Reform
at the forefront (then led by Okey Nwanguma)
along with CLEEN Foundation (then led by Kemi
Okenyedo), the Civil Society Panel on Police Reform
was constituted chaired by Ayo Obe with Professor
Smart Otu, Ayisha Osori, Okey Nwanguma, Samson
Itodo, Josephine Effah-Chukwuma and myself as
members and Chinedu Nwagwu as the Secretary.
This was designed to bring a civil society perspective
to police reform in Nigeria. One issue that continues
to creep into the public arena on policing in Nigeria
is the issue of state police. The Civil Society Panel
recommended it with consideration of the abuses
associated with state/native authority police and
suggestions on overcoming them. The panel also
canvassed the position that the NPF does not
necessarily require to be headed by a serving police
officer: it can be led by a vastly knowledgeable
security expert with operational control residing at
the Office of the Inspector General of Police.

Our comrades have gone. I remember when late
Emma Ezeazu came to Maiduguri in 1986 as the
NANS President, for us to discuss our response to
the choking of the Nigerian economy through SAP.
I was the Caretaker Secretary-General of NANS
Unimaid then. Today he too is gone. We would
team up with late Dr. Jubril Bala Mohammed, Otive
Igbuzor, Abdulqadir Isa, late Abdullahi Alkali and
many of our colleagues in ASUU committed to the
return of democracy, human rights and rule of law.
We can honour Innocent, and all our comrades, by
refusing to give up and continue to sustain the drive
for social justice.
Adieu Innocent. God knows best. To Josephine, the
indefatigable activist and her three daughters, God
will continue to strengthen you. You will conquer
greater battles for humanity and society. My deep
condolences!!!

Innocent was a leading thinker and driver of
the need for the NPF to embrace community
policing. Although it did not quite assimilate his
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Abubakar Mu'azu, Unimaid.
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TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

H

ow do I write a tribute
to my Oga, brother,
friend and mentor?

started – he told me that youth unemployment
and lack of skills always featured as part of
causative factors for criminality and youth
restiveness when CLEEN organised workshops,
conferences. Setting up Oluaka was one way of
addressing these issues. In 2019 Oga, myself,
Mark White and Bob Arnot had a series of
meetings reviewing the landscape of support
for public safety and the security environment
in the country and the region – and we decided
to set up a new entity which we registered.

I am still struggling to
come to terms with the
situation in which I find
myself.

I walked into the Centre for Law Enforcement
Education (now CLEEN Foundation) in
June 2002 for an interview for Program
Officer, Gender. Mr Innocent Chukwuma, Mrs
Josephine Effah Chukwuma and a UNILAG
Sociology Department lecturer conducted the
interview.

Collaboration and partnerships were at the
heart of his engagements. In my early years at
CLEEN, he advised me early about being open
to collaborations and partnerships because
it reinforces you. CLEEN being part of Altus
and APCOF are examples of the impact of
alliances and partnerships that supported the
organisation and extended its network across
the continent and globe. He would constantly
remind me about the birds in the sky and how
easily they navigate the sky without collisions.

I had no experience in the sector. I remember
Mr Chukwuma asking me, “Where do you see
yourself in the next five years?”
I told him I want to be one of the best in my
field.
He smiled.
My journey in the sector spanned August
2002 when I resumed at CLEEN Foundation
until I left in August 2015. I remember
getting restless at a point, and Mr Chukwuma
counselled me to remain focused, to “put
my head down, get my hands dirty and learn
the job”. He told me several times, “Kemi
pay attention and learn this job – travel
opportunities would always be there.” I am
who I am today because he invested his time
and resources in me. He led, guided, coached
and mentored me – till his last days. Even in
his passing, I continue to learn from him.

Humility and a large heart: He would always
put others forward to take the shine. In recent
times because of somethings I was passing
through, he kept reminding me about the need
to have a large heart, and that things would
always come around. He would always counsel
me not to be in a hurry to decide because
I would need to own it once I do take any
decision.
We had our ups and downs, but we always
managed to navigate them. I relied on him to
be my sounding board and voice of reason on
crucial issues – even till the end. So I choose
not to say goodbye, but good night as you
join the hosts of angels to cheer on those left
behind (especially Madam and the Girls) as
they continue to run the race of life.

When Emma Ezeazu passed, I remember
having a conversation with him about how I
dread anything happening to him. He laughed
it off and said to me, 'Don't worry, there's still
so much we need to do.' So I ask myself, 'Is
it that he's completed his tasks at this end of
the spectrum?” If that is the case – then he
finished too early – like many great people.

Hopefully, when the trumpet sounds for
us – we will be able to inform you that the
Nigeria Police Force has been reformed! That
Patriarchy has been dislodged!

There are some key takeaways I learnt working
and relating with Oga:

Journey well, Sir.

'Kemi Okenyodo

Being deliberate and strategic: CLEEN
Foundation's growth was not an accident; it
took investing in the organisation – processes,
staff, structures, networks, etc. When the
discussion around the setting up of Oluaka
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A TRIBUTE TO LATE
INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

A

n exemplary Civil
Society leader and
renowned human right
activist with great
sense of humour and
character brewed in
the undaunted spirit of
patriotism, nationalism
and activism, late
Innocent Chukwuma distinguished himself in
the late 1980s while demonstrating uncommon
interest, objectivity and professionalism in the
relentless fight for democracy, human rights
and good governance in Nigeria.

Mr. Chukwuma, through demonstrated
programmes and activities at CLEEN
Foundation, intensified vigorous campaigns
for Police reform in strategic moves and
constructive partnerships that led to the
amendment and passage of Nigeria Police
Force (Establishment) Bill by the National
Assembly, and its assent to by the President in
September 2020.
While working assiduously to bring Police
reform to the limelight, Mr. Chukwuma
had contacted the Civil Society Legislative
Centre (CISLAC) to give thorough attention
and make contributions to the legislative
component of the Bill. Through wider inputs
and consultations, CLEEN ensured that the
review of the new Act was more responsive to
international standards.

These outstanding qualities were brought
to bear when he joined other well-meaning
students within the National Association of
Nigerian Students (NANS) platform in peaceful
protests against the arbitrary powers of the
military rule, while exhibiting resilience and
unity of purpose in advocating a return to
democracy in Nigeria.
At the early stage of his career in Civil Society,
Mr. Chukwuma was recognised as one of the
pillars of Civil Liberties Organization (CLO),
formed largely to promote human rights in
Nigeria.

Mr. Chukwuma, who I would regard as one
of the successful Civil Society activists in
the country, throughout his professional life
dissociated himself totally from the recurring
pressure triggered by ethnic, and religious
disparity, but rather strengthened his patriotic
mindset for impartiality and intellectuality in
well-informed decisions, actions and reactions
on critical issues affecting democracy, human
right and security reform.

The deceased’s outstanding performance was
further acknowledged and respected by his
former boss, also one of the renowned human
rights activist and former Executive Secretary
of CLO and CAPP, late Emma Ezeazu, through
whom we became very close friends since 1995.
Each time he came to Abuja we used to visit
his two sisters who are living in Abuja. When
Innocent was going to leave CLO he consulted
with Emma for guidance.

I, therefore, hope his dogged principles and
priceless contributions to good governance,
human rights and security sector reform at all
levels will be upheld and galvanised.
While his demise remains uncommon, sober,
reflective and continues to test our collective
resolve as citizens of Nigeria, I sincerely pray
may his soul rest in peace. I also pray for his
wife Josephine to keep the dream of CLEEN
Foundation.

His profound legacy and tireless struggle for
mainstreamed civility and respect for human
rights, especially in the operations and conduct
of security forces, led to the establishment of
Centre for Law Enforcement and Education
(currently known as CLEEN Foundation) with
a unique focus on promoting public safety,
security and accessible justice.

Auwal Ibrahim Musa (Rafsanjani), Executive
Director of CISLAC/Head of Transparency
International Nigeria
Chair Board of Trustee Amnesty International
Nigeria
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TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA
When great souls die,
the air around us becomes light, rare, sterile.
We breathe, briefly.
Our eyes, briefly see with a hurtful clarity.
Our memory, suddenly sharpened,
examines,
gnaws on kind words unsaid,
promised walks never taken.
– Maya Angelou

police research in Nigeria”.
Innocent also made a significant impact on
youth development in Nigeria. Virtually all of us
who have had opportunities to be trained by
him in many ways had contact with him mostly
in our 20s and early 30s. Innocent knew what
everyone would need to succeed in the global
development profession and encouraged
us individually. My Ph.D. research benefitted
immensely from such a generous scheme he
put in place in CLEEN Foundation.

L

ike many friends, comrades
and associates of Innocent
Chukwuma, I received the
cold message from my former
colleague by 12:33am on
Sunday morning, April 4 about
the shocking exit of a man
considered by many as an iroko tree and a big
masquerade in the organised civil society and
democracy struggle in Nigeria.

On his Twitter handle, Innocent prided
himself as a lifelong learner and specialist in
identifying gaps and opportunities to solving
wicked problems! He piloted this idea and
demonstrated how to innovate for radically
greater social goods in society. He challenged
bad governance as a human rights activist,
and also established Oluaka Academy – a
social enterprise and world class centre for
innovation, business incubation, skills and
enterprise development with a mission to
supporting development of technologies
for solving social problems, growth of small
businesses and vocational skills in partnership
with the private, public and social sectors.

My initial contact with Innocent was sometime
in June 2015. I had applied to CLEEN
Foundation for an advertised role. One
afternoon, I received a call from a strange
number and had a brief interaction with him as
he asked about my previous work experience.
He told me that my experience did not match
the role I applied for and advised me to
consider the position of Senior Programme
Officer. I gladly accepted the advice was
subsequently invited for a formal interview and
offered the position in CLEEN. This marked
the beginning of an impactful relationship with
Innocent.

The enigma around this aura is that most
people who admired him did not even meet
him! But they all have great stories to share
about him. He personified humility and dignity.
He was highly strategic and inspirational in
his approach to life. He was many things to
some of us: a mentor, a senior friend and a
comrade in the struggle for a better Nigeria. I
will treasure the text message he sent to me
on December 20, 2020 as the last advice from
a general. Innocent has left indelible footprints
on the sands of time and many would continue
to benefit from the shades of trees he planted.

Innocent typified an exceptional breed of
change agents imbued with the character,
audacity, selflessness, humility and intellectual
inspiration to transform a system and lead the
society in an upward trajectory. I often consider
him the DEAN of Police Studies due to his
sheer contributions to knowledge production
in police research and practice in Nigeria. One
only needs to engage him for a few minutes
to perceive his depth of knowledge on the
subject. I recall two vivid examples that gave
credence to this assertion. One of my learned
friends, who is also an emerging scholar in the
field of criminal justice, once confided in me
that he found out from his literature review
that “Innocent and Professor Alemika have
permanently defined the research agenda on

Rest in peace and power, Innocent Chukwuma,
our departed hero!

Wole Ojewale, PhD, a former Assistant
Programme Manager at CLEEN Foundation,
wrote from Abuja. He tweets via @
woleojewale
Copyright PUNCH.
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: BLOWN OUT
LIKE A CANDLE IN THE WIND
He used his gift, knowledge and leverage within
the civil society space to lift and mentor a number
of activists and organisations.

first human rights organisation, from where he
left to set up CLEEN Foundation, one of the
first African CSOs to focus on security, public
safety and justice. CLEEN led the advocacy for
community policing that has now become one
of the inevitable solutions to Nigeria’s current
security challenges. Innocent used his gifts,
knowledge and leverage within the civil society
space to lift and mentor a number of other
activists and organisations, often working behind
the scenes but nevertheless ensuring impact,
with his eye on the ultimate goal of democratic
sustainability and the development agenda.

T

he death of Innocent Chukwuma hit
the airwaves early on Easter Sunday,
April 4. Coming after the sudden
death of another illustrious activist,
Yinka Odumakin on April 2, news of
the death of Innocent suggested that
fate was being unfair to Nigeria by taking away
two patriotic and eminent Nigerian activists –
Odumakin on Friday and Innocent on Saturday.
The sun set for both in a most inauspicious time
and in their prime, both being in their mid-50s.

Most recently, the Ford Foundation provided
support to the Independent Corrupt Practices
and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC)
to advance its prevention work around illicit
financial flows and associated corruption and
money laundering, and to strengthen its capacity
to investigate and prosecute allegations of sexual
harassment as abuse of power, especially in the
public service and tertiary institutions.

I was a bit close to Innocent Chukwuma within
the civil society and development activism space.
Long before Innocent became the Regional
Director for the West Africa Office of Ford
Foundation, our paths had crossed on a number
of civil society projects, including serving as joint
consultants for DfID in 2008 to design one of
its development intervention projects in Nigeria.
More recently, Innocent as leader of the Ford
Foundation office for West Africa partnered with
the MacArthur Foundation led by Kole Shettima
and the Open Society Initiative for West Africa
(OSIWA) led by Jude Ilo, to support the Buhari
government’s anti-corruption agenda, especially
the work of the Presidential Advisory Committee
Against Corruption (PACAC) in which I served as
Member/Executive Secretary from 2015 to 2019,
before assuming my current position. Without
that strategic funding support from these three
notable donor agencies, PACAC – and indeed the
lift up of the government’s anti-corruption drive –
would have remained a theoretical idea for quite
some time.

While eulogies will not resurrect the dead,
contributions to national development will
remain indelible and undeniable. We can only
be remembered by what we have done. This
ought to, at the minimum, motivate the living to
carefully number our days so we may daily apply
our hearts to wisdom. Innocent has left footprints
in the sands of time, especially here in Nigeria and
in Africa. But it has pleased God that service at
Ford Foundation would be the terminal point of
his earthly sojourn. Without notice, he suddenly
reached his “Bus Stop” and disembarked! Fading
away like the star of the early morning and a
lighted candle “mistakenly” left in the open and
blown out by the wind. Who can question that?
As the popular saying goes, “Que sera sera”
“What will be, will be.” For those left to mourn
and reflect these mysteries, we ought to remind
ourselves frequently – for whom does the bell
toll? The answer as they say “is blowing in the
wind”.

That Innocent was eventually ambushed by an
unexpected leukaemia, a health challenge that
sneaked behind the global focus and attention
to COVID-19, is indicative of the providential
and domineering hand of fate in the affairs of
men. Just this January, he finished strong at
Ford Foundation as Regional Director and had
concluded plans to proceed to Oxford in the U.K.
for a fellowship programme. Indeed, his former
position at Ford Foundation was yet to be filled
by a substantive director before the cold hands of
death snatched him.

I extend my condolences to Josephine, the
children, extended family, friends and colleagues,
especially in the civil society space. May God
comfort all with words that human minds cannot
fathom.
Adieu, Innocent the son of Chukwuma, dear friend
and brother.

In celebration of that milestone service at Ford
Foundation, a memorable virtual send-forth was
organised for him on Friday, January 29. The
event revealed that he was a man associated
with many firsts, having being part of the Civil
Liberties Organisation (CLO), unarguably Nigeria’s

Bolaji Owasanoye (SAN), is the Chairman of
the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other
Related Offences Commission (ICPC).
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: YOU FOUND
YOUR LIFE PURPOSE, YOU FUFILLED IT
AND DIED EMPTY
The goal of life is not to die old but to die empty. I want you
to die with nothing else to do. I want you to die because
you have poured out all of your dreams, ideas, visions,
books, music, inventions, publications, that you died empty.
You died because there is nothing to keep you alive.
You have done what you were born to do and that is the
greatest service to humanity - Dr Myles Munroe

organisations to be successful. These were the qualities
that subsequently led you to establishing and running one
of the most successful human rights organisations in the
history of Nigeria, the CLEEN Foundation.
Following the annulment of the June 12, 1992 election
(which had been won by Chief M.K.O Abiola) by the military
government of General Ibrahim Babangida, the Campaign
for Democracy (CD) called for mass protests. The task of
mobilizing for the protests fell on people like you and me.
In the process of mobilizing the people, Lagos was divided
into five zones, with you responsible for Apapa while I
was responsible for Lagos Island. For the week leading to
the protests, we mobilized day and night, and in my own
case, our team in Lagos Island were accommodated in
the homes of market women in Balogun market. We only
returned home on the third day of the protests, ten days
after we left the house. We were exhausted after being
on the streets for ten days. You returned with a wound on
your hand from a broken bottle used against you by one of
the angry protesters. He had wanted to set a trailer truck
ablaze, but as the leader of the zone, you stopped them.
Inno, you had the scar of that wound until your death. Just
to be clear, the democracy that Nigeria enjoyed today came
through the blood of Inno and countless others. It was not
a gift from God or the work of politicians, who are its main
beneficiaries today.

M

y brother, friend and comrade,
Innocent Chukwuma, I never
imagined I will be writing a tribute
to you few weeks after our last
phone conversation. During that
conversation in late January, your
voice boomed with life as you
shared with me your post-Ford Foundation aspirations.
One of these was to use the opportunity of a fellowship you
had been accepted into at Oxford to write your memoir.
As you pondered what might be the best way to approach
collecting data for the memoir, you asked that I help check
my library for materials that might be relevant. You also
asked me to be ready to be interviewed on our collective
exploits as comrades, roommates and colleagues during
the heyday of the struggle against military dictatorship in
Nigeria. After we spoke, I went to bed that night reflecting
on all that we did together in Lagos and I made a promise
to myself to share all the details I could remember with you
whenever we meet.

Inno, you lived a happy life, a life of purpose. You gave
your all and died empty just like your AMAZONs said. I will
attribute this to two reasons, you married your soulmate
Josephine, who stood with you through thick and thin;
and you discovered your life purpose that you were so
passionate about to fulfil. Luckily for you, your soulmate
shared the same purpose and even had a stronger passion.
Josephine was your pillar. You were a loving husband and
a father. Every time you talked about your family, there
was that beaming smile on your face. YOU LOVED YOUR
FAMILY.

But to my utter shock, I woke up in the morning of April
4th, 2021 to read a WhatsApp message from a mutual
friend, Dr. Bheki Moyo, inquiring if it is true that you had
passed away. I was frozen and confused. In that state of
mind, I picked up the phone and called your soulmate and
wife, Josephine Effah Chukwuma. The phone rang twice,
but I ended the call before she could pick it up. I realized
that she was not the right person to call to make such
inquiry. I then called Abdul Oroh, who had been Executive
Director of the CLO when we both worked there and he
confirmed it. We both busted in tears.

The last time we met was in the company of Abdul Oroh in
Abuja on December 8, 2020 after the public presentation
of my new book, NIGERIA: DEMOCRACY WITHOUT
DEVELOPMENT, HOW TO FIX IT. The project was
supported by you through the Ford Foundation. From your
hotel, you suggested that we go to see our mutual friend,
Prof. Ebere Onwudiwe who is also now deceased. I am glad
I yielded to that request because that was the last time I
saw both of you.

Inno, as many of us fondly call you, we both came from the
student’s movement to join the CLO almost at the same
time. We were friends and comrades as students’ activists
where many of us in that generation cut our activism
teeth: me as a student leader from the University of Jos
and you from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. Inno, your
wit and sense of humour were unparalleled, which made
me question your “innocentness”. There was never a dull
moment having intellectual and political conversations with
you.

My brother, Inno, I will sorely miss you. Your sudden death
has left a void in our lives. I pray GOD comforts your
soulmate and friend Josephine and your three wonderful,
confident and loving daughters, Chidinma, Amarachi and
Nkechi.

You were insightful, dogged, strategic, unassuming,
disciplined, humbled, simplistic and programmatic – never
taking extreme positions or engaging in grandstanding
or seeking the limelight. Inno, you lived a simple lifestyle
and were not given to extravagance. You crafted and
implemented the Police Project in CLO based on your
passion and knowledge, and established the necessary
relationships within the Police Force for the project to
succeed. Early on you recognized the need for us to
broaden our knowledge and acquire critical skills to
enhance our human rights work. You championed the
combination of passion with acquisition of critical skills for
activism to have a sustainable impact. To you, activism
must be combined with professionalism for human rights

Omano Edigheji, PhD is currently Special Adviser
(Research and Documentation) to the Governor of Kaduna
State. He writes in his personal capacity.
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INNOCENT: MY FRIEND, MY COLLEAGUE,
MY BROTHER, MY CO-SOJOURNER

H

ow does one capture – in
a short tribute – a life-time
full of so much activity, so
much intensity, so many
accomplishments? How do I
relate the many facets of our
relationship, as best friends and as professional
colleagues, driven by a shared desire to change
the world? How do I explain having a brother
from another part of the country without any
shared parentage? How much can one tell of
our sojourns together around the world, from
those scary journeys across borders to the halls
of imposing buildings in diplomatic capitals?

always took on every challenge with a clear
plan and sheer determination. And I thought
I convinced you that you would beat this
challenge too. I always thought we would have
more time!
I cannot even remember now what brought
us together in the beginning or why we hit it
off so resolutely. Our backgrounds could not
have been more different. But the friendship
was instantaneous. And you quickly became
many things to me: my best friend as well as
a professional colleague in the civil society
sector, my first port of call for advice on issues
professional and personal, my next-door
neighbour, my co-sojourner and my brother.

The memories are too many. Memories made
over a period of nearly three decades of
friendship that have drawn in our immediate
and extended families, that have seen us
making our homes next to each other. I cannot
dam them, no matter how much I try. They
flood my consciousness, sometimes stirring up
smiles and laughter, sometimes inducing tears.

My mother’s scream, upon learning of your
passing, still rings in my ear, as if she had lost a
son. I am not sure if it was her own pain, or an
expression of the pain she knew I was feeling.
What maternal instinct could have made my
mother call me the moment I stepped into
your hospital room as you lay lifeless on the
bed? Did she sense my trauma hundreds of
miles away? Or did she feel the severing of
our bond? How did she know that something
was wrong with Innocent? I am still unable to
unravel these mysteries.

“You always took
on every challenge
with a clear
plan and sheer
determination.

I keep hoping to wake up from this nightmare.
However, as the days turn into weeks, that
hope seems more and more unlikely. I am
forced to accept this gut-wrenching reality. I
am caught in an endless swinging between
rejection and acceptance, telling myself one
minute that it cannot be true and the next,
accepting the reality all around me, which tells
me it is true.

You were always fun to be around and we
ended up laughing a lot, even under the most
difficult of circumstances. It is hard to think
of you without the laughter. We laughed
about the difficulties we encountered, about
the embarrassments we suffered, and most
certainly about the victories we won. You
joked about any and everything. A man
learned in theology but irreverent to the core.

How do I comfort the family you left behind,
when I cannot even comfort myself? It is an
impossible challenge you left me this time.
I struggle daily to find comfort. Although
it eludes me, I will wrap myself with the
enormous pride I feel, in spite of everything. I
am so proud of you, of the life that you lived, of
all that you accomplished, of all the lives that
you touched.

But the memories also cause a lot of pain
and regret. It feels like paradise lost. You
did not even say goodbye! I know now that
you were telling me that you did not want to
hang around after that terrible diagnosis. But
I was too blind to understand. I was so sure
you would beat it. You were not one to have
self-doubt when faced with a challenge. You

Fare-thee-well my friend, my brother.

Edetaen Ojo
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“WE MUST HOLD ON TO OPTIMISM”
- INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

1

2.39 pm, Saturday, 3rd April, 2021. That was
when I last spoke with my friend, Innocent
Chukwuma. My calling him was prompted by the
disturbing information I just then received from
Dr. Chidi Odinkalu that Innocent was unwell and
that his condition appeared to be serious. I was
alarmed and wasn't sure if he was able to speak
but I tried, reluctantly. I was glad he took my
call, and I asked him if he was fine. He said he wasn't quite
well and I told him I was concerned about the information
I received about his condition and hospitalisation. He
responded in a shaky, distressed voice, betraying a
man not in his normal state of wellness, and said “It's
actually a cause for concern, but, you know, we're in the
business of being optimistic.” I didn't want to prolong
the conversation because I didn't want to keep him long
on the phone. I asked him if I could come to see him in
hospital. He said 'that's fine, you can come tomorrow
... Chidinma (his first daughter) will send you the name
of the hospital'. I wished him well, asked him to remain
strong, and I hung up.
By 9.48 pm on that same day, I received a call from his
nephew who told me that the self-same Innocent I spoke
to just few hours ago “is no more …” It dawned on me
afresh, how short and unpredictable life is. And how sure
death is.
Innocent's passing was sudden, speedy, shocking, tragic,
untimely and devastatingly painful. Yet he died a great
man. He was good to me and to many others whose
paths crossed with his. He left indelible marks. His fame
grew global. His memory will forever live in my heart and
in the hearts of many who cherish him.

the umbrella national students body NANS had directed
campuses across the country to commence mobilisation
for peaceful nationwide protests. Gani Fawehinmi offered
free legal services to the victimised student leaders to
challenge their victimisation in court. But while the legal
action was still on, opportunity turned up for political
action to force the hands of the university authorities to
reverse their illegal actions against the student leaders.
While the University authorities were planning the Nelson
Mandela freedom rally, Innocent and others, including
my humble self, held a meeting and planned the 'hijack'
of the occasion to advance our demand for freedom for
our victimised leaders. We mobilised some movement
members clandestinely, printed and handed them placards
bearing different messages demanding for justice for our
leaders.
On the day of the freedom rally, we positioned the
students involved in the plan in different positions in the
hall. As the Vice Chancellor picked up the microphone
to address the mammoth crowd of students gathered in
the hall, those bearing the placards simultaneously raised
their placards from their different corners and we began
to chant our solidarity song. Then the President of the
Students Union, accompanied by Innocent Chukwuma
and others walked up to the rostrum and snatched
the microphone from the Vice Chancellor with a clear
message that you cannot unjustly suspend, rusticate
and expel 39 of your students, deny them justice and at
the same time purport to celebrate freedom. There was
commotion and panic and the VC was hurried away by the
university security.
Days after this courageous action, Chukwuma and his
comrades were recalled by the university authorities.
On graduating, Innocent joined the Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO) during his national youth service in
1992. When Abdul Oroh, the substantive ED was in jail
during the dark days of military dictatorship, Innocent was
the Acting Executive Director.

I met Innocent Chukwuma for the first time sometime
between 1987 and 1988, shortly after I gained admission
into the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. He was already
in his second year in the department of Religion. What
brought us together was our shared vision, passion and
struggle as student union activists. It was later that I
realised that he's also from my home community, Mbaise
and in fact, my maternal home.

Few months after I finished my youth service I joined
Innocent in Lagos. I lived under his roof and care for
one year before he employed me to work in his project,
the Police Research Project. I count myself as one of
Innocent's legacies. Innocent recruited me into CLO upon
my graduation and completion of my national service,
just as Chima Ubani and Emma Ezeazu recruited him. My
venturing into police reform was by virtue of my working
under Innocent in the Police Research Project in CLO. He
influenced my trajectory. I became the head of the project
upon his exit to found CLEEN Foundation, where he broke
new ground in police reform in Nigeria, winning awards.

Innocent was a brilliant student. His lecturers attested
to the fact. Although he came from a poor background
he was determined in his fight to defeat poverty and
achieve great success early in life. By age 30, he won the
prestigious Reebok Human Rights Award. In his success,
he was humble and never distanced himself from his old
friends. He was an activist par excellence, principled,
passionate, courageous and ingenious. He was a visionary,
a strategic thinker, left-handed and extremely gifted.
We all belonged to the Marxist Youth Movement (MYM)
which was the dominant and most influential radical
political platform through which student union leaders
of that era were groomed and elected from. Innocent
was the Speaker of the Students Union House of
Representatives. He, alongside other radical student
leaders in our time, provided courageous leadership. He
was speaker when Nelson Mandela was released from
prison and the university authorities decided to hold a
freedom rally at the Ekpo refectory to celebrate Mandela's
freedom.

It was while he was in CLEEN and I was in charge of police
project in the CLO that Innocent came up with the idea
of a CSO consultative meeting on police reform. It was at
that meeting in Abuja that the idea to set up a network
on police reform to provide opportunity for civil society
involvement in police reform came up. That gave birth to
NOPRIN.
The story of my life and career trajectory cannot be told
without a copious mention of Innocent Chukwuma. I
have lost a friend, a brother, a comrade and a boss. GOOD
NIGHT INNOCENT.

Innocent Chukwuma and 38 other student leaders got
variously suspended rusticated and expelled for their
roles in mobilising students to protest against antistudent and anti-people economic policies for which

Okechukwu Nwanguma
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IN INNOCENT’S DEATH, NIGERIA HAS LOST A
WORTHY AMBASSADOR

W

HENEVER a friend calls
to announce the sudden
death of another, the
tendency is to be in denial
as the mind intuitively
refuses to process the
information. That was
exactly what happened when Eze Anaba, Editor of
Vanguard newspaper, called at precisely 11.53 pm
on Saturday night to announce Innocent’s demise.
“Ikechukwu, Innocent Chukwuma is dead,” Eze
intoned gravely. I told him to stop the silly, reckless
joke.

A man of prodigious intellect, his ideas were
profound. He was ideological without necessarily
being doctrinaire and dogmatic. Despite the
enviable height he attained with a global reach,
he was the epitome of humility, always accessible.
There were no airs about him. In the years I made
his acquaintance, he became a resource person of
sorts for me.
When Ihedioha appointed me chairman of the
inauguration lecture committee, I reasoned that
the greatest challenge he faced was the economy.
Imo State was in ruins and if the incoming
governor would make any headway, then it would
be, in the lingo of former U.S. President Bill
Clinton, the Economy, Stupid! I flew back to Lagos,
and went in search of Innocent. He agreed with me
on the choice of topic and quickly drew up a list of
three possible guest lecturers before settling for
Prof. Benedict Oramah, President of Afreximbank.
He said while the lecture itself was important, the
lecturer was even more so. The government, he
argued, will need such multilateral institutions as
Afreximbank to leverage funds that will dig the
state out of a deep economic hole. I agreed. I
didn’t have prof Oramah’s contact, but Innocent
got it for me. He even contacted the Prof himself.

How could Innocent go like a candle in the wind.
I wept! How could Innocent die? I was with him
precisely a week to that day- Saturday March 27th.
He had invited me to a send-forth party organised
in his honour by TBWA Concept at an eatery
in Ikeja GRA, Lagos to mark his exit from Ford
Foundation where he was the Regional Director
for West Africa for eight years. That was the first
time we were meeting in more than a year. The last
time was during Emeka Ihedioha’s inauguration as
the governor of Imo State in May 2019, when he
moderated the inauguration lecture, organised by
the committee I was privileged to chair. After the
lecture, we went to Rockview Hotel in Owerri to
have a chat. He hinted me that he didn’t intend to
serve out his term with Ford Foundation. Sooner
than later, he would leave Ford for some other
things, he said, without elaborating. COVID-19
pandemic made it impossible for us to meet
throughout 2020 but we spoke often on phone.

For him, life had no meaning unless it is lived in
the service of others. He wanted a strong, virile
democratic Nigeria with institutions that work.
He was strong-willed and focused. Nigeria was
his passion and his engagements in life from the
human rights fraternity to the civil society space
and philanthropy were all aimed at making Nigeria
a better place for all. He believed in young people
and mentored so many.

He called last month when I had a public spat
with my former colleague, Oguwike Nwachuku,
to plead for a truce. I gave him my word. He was
glad. That was Innocent for you – an unapologetic
peacemaker. Incidentally, I met Innocent through
Oguwike after the interview I had with Tom Ikimi,
who was Foreign Affairs Minister under General
Sani Abacha. It was an explosive interview.
Innocent impressed with the quality of the
interview, told Oguwike he wanted to meet with
me. And we met. That was the beginning of a
relationship that death rudely terminated on April
3rd.

Innocent would rather see the cup as half-full
rather than half-empty. He never gave up on
institutions of the state. He would rather prefer
they were reformed. That was the idea behind
the founding of CLEEN Foundation, the pioneer
criminal justice reform organisation in Nigeria.
He invested in not only building people but
institutions. His ability to network was beyond
compare. He was an effective, impassioned leader
in the public space. He was to have left for Oxford
University on Tuesday April 6th to tidy up his
memoirs before coming back to Nigeria to face
the future. But alas death struck. This is indeed
one death that rankles. The heavens don’t need
another saint to make the difference. Innocent is
needed here on earth where his saintly disposition
was making all the difference. Longevity, we were
promised, is a reward for a pious life. So, what has
changed? Innocent deserves to live not die. May
his memory be a blessing to all.

That was the essential Innocent. If he spots a
talent, he makes an acquittance. His was a life
dedicated to discovering and nurturing talents.
He believed that the only way to turn around
the country’s dire circumstance was to harness
the deserts of talents and convert them into an
oasis of possibilities. And what a great job he did
of that. When we spoke on phone last month,
he reminded me of that interview and to use his
words, “that interview cut it for me”.

Ikechukwu Amaechi
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA:
I THOUGHT I KNEW YOU.
A TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

T

he first time I met him was
sometime in 2008 if I am not
mistaken. It was also the first
time I met Josephine, his soul
mate.
I was a Superintendent of
Police and the Divisional
Police Officer in-Charge
Isokoko Division in Agege,
Lagos. I had read a lot of materials on policing
produced by Innocent Chukwuma and Professor
Alemika. Even while on several police courses,
whenever I had need to undertake research
on policing, the most prominent local/Nigeria
Police materials I got were from CLEEN
Foundation.
Later I found out that Innocent Chukwuma was
the founder of CLEEN Foundation (Centre for
Law Enforcement Education of Nigeria), while
his wife Josephine Effah Chukwuma is the brain
behind Project Alert.
As the Divisional Police Officer (DPO) Isokoko,
I discovered many training needs for the
personnel at the station. I could not arrange a
formal training for them in the police training
institutions, so I thought of collaborating with
other agencies to achieve this.
Also, I had many ideas about how to improve
policing services in my division. For instance,
I discovered that the section that handles
women and children issues, the Juvenile
Welfare Centre (JWC), was not well structured
to do this effectively. On many occasions, we
had to take decisions on wards, children or
even wives, who were being abused by their
guardians or husbands as the case may be.
While best practice entail that we should not
allow them to return to the source of abuse
without assurances of protection, we were
constrained for lack of temporary shelter and
other resources.

myself. In his soft spoken and humble manner,
he said “Monday, you cannot change the
Nigeria Police in one day. But the effort you
make in your little cell will always count.” That
is the kind of effect Innocent had on people.
He was highly motivational and had a way of
fuelling your creativity. For the first time, I met
someone who did not think I was dreaming.
Someone who understood, and actually assured
me and promised to assist. His mentorship was
thorough. Innocent took time to visit the station
(Isokoko Division) personally to see how far the
training eventually arranged for the personnel of
the station was progressing.
Innocent was full of original ideas. To my
knowledge, he had many initiatives geared at
stimulating good police leadership, security
and safety practices. In order to motivate
police stations to strive towards better services,
Innocent Chukwuma organised the Annual Altus
Regional Award after PSVW (Police Stations
Visitors Week). It was a programme whereby
police stations all over Africa were assessed and
rated annually on various parameters. In 2009,
Isokoko Division won the “Most Friendly” police
station in Africa. I was invited to South Africa
by Security Watch, to receive the award on
behalf of the station.
Isokoko Division was also nominated to
participate in two DFID (the British Department
for International Development) sponsored
projects: the SJG (Security Justice and Growth)
and J4A (Justice For All). In 2011, when J4A
was to pick a station as the first MPS (Model
Police Station) in Nigeria, it was to be Isokoko
Division. One of the core initiatives of the
MPS programme was VPS (Voluntary Policing
Sector) Initiative. This was handled by CLEEN
Foundation. That was when I met Isioma
Kemakolam and other associates. Since then,
I had cause to be involved in one community
policing project or the other, which Innocent
had either initiated or had been a critical force
behind its conceptualization. I even suspect, in
his characteristic silent and altruistic manner,
that he had recommended me or my station,
on many occasions. When he takes interest in
a subject, he goes all the way. He also referred

So you can imagine my excitement when I
met the duo of Josephine and Innocent. That
meeting left a lasting impression on me. To this
day, I remember the occasion. He encouraged
me to try the little I could wherever I found
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many scholars from Europe and the USA,
who were in Nigeria and were interested
in studies relating to community-oriented
policing, thereby expanding my horizons.

Innocent Chukwuma was a reformist
extraordinaire. He was involved in so many
other police projects that I know of. For
instance, the “Stop the bribe” platform,
review of the Police Act, Nigeria Police
Community Policing National Action Plan
and so many other police reform projects.

By 2013, while Innocent, God bless his
soul, was in Ford Foundation, his support
continued. He invited me over to the
regional office in Banana Island Lagos for
a discussion. In a meeting with a selected
Ford executives/staff, he simply asked me
if there are areas that I needed support. I
told him about a vision of a model Family
Support Unit project, where victims/
survivors of sexual and gender-based
violence could find succour. A model which
I hoped would later be replicated in other
police stations nationwide. He assured me
that he was going to look at my proposal
and immediately appointed one Afi Aliu to
work with me on the project.

“Oga Innocent”, as I normally addressed
him, will be greatly missed by the Nigeria
Police. He had been a consistent and
reliable partner over the years. He was
an expert consultant and reformist par
excellence. He understood the problems
of the Nigeria Police and was objective
and practical in his approach to problem
solving. He believed in seeking for solutions
together, instead of looking for faults. He
was never afraid to voice his opinion, which
he always did, politely and courteously.
Before now, I thought I knew the man
Innocent Chukwuma. It is shocking to
discover that there was so much more to
a man after he is no longer with us. There
was more to him than I ever imagined.
After reading so many tributes about him,
I realized that I did not know a pinch of the
real Innocent Chukwuma. I also wonder if
I have any right to write about his exploits
with the Nigeria Police Force. Pardon
me, because I write as an individual who
will always bear a seal of the “Innocent
legacies”.

“Innocent was full
of original ideas.
To my knowledge,
he had many
initiatives geared
at stimulating good
police leadership,
security and safety
practices.

I will miss him sorely. He was the only
activist I know with whom I could freely
discuss my job with, my challenges, fears
and visions. If I had known that death
would rob me of Innocent so soon, I would
have rushed to discuss so many issues with
him, but … Josephine, be strong. The girls
need you to be strong. Innocent has gone
to be with the Lord. He achieved so much
more than anyone can hope to achieve in
one lifetime. His legacies are well engraved
in humans, institutions, ideologies and
systems. He has lived a good life. Let us
celebrate his life.

The rest is history. The first ever Model FSU
in Nigeria came to pass. It was beautifully
constructed at Adeniji Adele Division.
DFID also supported with training of the
personnel. The project was complete, with
a brand-new car and enough funds to run
for one year. Innocent had taste.

Adieu Innocent
May your soul rest in POWER!

Such was the kind of influence Innocent had
on my career, that in November 2020, the
FSU was replicated in Ota Area Command
in Ogun State. It is the first in Ogun State.
Unfortunately he was not able to attend the
opening ceremony, because of the short
notice.

DCP MONDAY AGBONIKA
DC DFA ZONE 16, YENAGOA
BAYELSA STATE.
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TRIBUTE BY MS COMFORT LAMPTEY, UN WOMEN REPRESENTATIVE TO
NIGERIA AND ECOWAS
ON THE PASSING OF MR INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

Abuja, 06 April 2021

WEST AFRICA CIVIL SOCIETY INSTITUTE

“Good Night” to one of the best among us – Innocent Chukwuma
We received, with shock and unbelief, the filtering-in news of the passing of Innocent
Chukwuma, former Regional Director for the Ford Foundation, West Africa, and
Founding Executive Director of CLEEN Foundation in Nigeria.
For the West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI), an organisation that focuses
on strengthening civil society’s effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability in West
Africa primarily, Innocent has been an ally and often shared brilliant ideas with us on
nurturing leadership in the civil society space. It was with Innocent that we discussed
and improved on the idea of a leadership programme for middle management in civil
society and discussed different ways of strengthening local philanthropy, not only in
West Africa but the continent.
Innocent was himself a leader par excellence, and showed the way in practice, what he
preached. He was, to WACSI, a shining example of what we saw as a benchmark for
leadership within civil society and he generously dished out his knowledge in a way
that not only showed depth of thought but impressive humility.
With Innocent’s departure, Civil Society in Africa has suffered a huge loss and one that
wounds deeply. Yet, at the same time, the many ideas that he ignited, nurtured and
helped develop will keep his legacy alive. Although Innocent is not physically present
with us, his ideas live on. We will miss him: his warmth, his essence, his brilliance, his
calm demeanor and excellent leadership. We thank God for the gift of his life and the
immense contribution he has made.
We ask for God’s comfort for his dear wife, Josephine, a true partner of Innocent’s in
every sense, including in their contribution to social justice and exemplary leadership
within civil society, and for their daughters.
We trust that this is not “goodbye” but “good night”. May the Lord keep him in His
bosom till we meet again.

The UN Women Nigeria Country Office extends heartfelt condolences to the
Chukwuma family following the untimely demise of Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, a
leading civil society activist and life-long partner and spouse of Mrs. Josephine
Chukwuma, a leading women’s rights activist, founder of the first Women’s Shelter
in Lagos state and a strong collaborating partner of UN Women Nigeria.
Mr Innocent Chukwuma was a notable human rights advocate, who worked
assiduously to promote social and economic justice in Nigeria In his role as the
Director of Ford Foundation West Africa where he served from 2013 until recently,
he facilitated grant making to support a wide range of social justice initiatives. He
was committed to promoting women’s empowerment and gender equality and
initiated important partnership conversations with UN Women around women’s
political participation and ending gender-based violence. He also contributed
immensely towards efforts aimed at promoting public safety, security, and access to
justice through CLEEN Foundation, an organization which he founded, and another
strong partner of UN Women.
As we join family and friends of the Chukwuma family to mourn the sudden passing
of Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, we draw strength from his enduring legacy of
commitment to public service, to development and progress for all persons and his
unfailing support to our colleague and sister, Josephine Chukwuma, enabling her
break new grounds in advocating for the rights of women and girls.
We pray for strength for the entire family at this time, and particularly his wife and
children, to withstand this loss.
May the soul of the dearly departed rest in perfect peace.

For: WACSI
Nana Afadzinu Executive Director
No. 9 Bamboo Street, East Legon, Accra P.O. Box AT 1956, Accra, Ghana. TEL: +233303-937264/ (0) 302 550222 Website: www.wacsi.org

Comfort Lamptey
UN Women Representative to
Nigeria and ECOWAS

INNOCENT C. CHUKWUMA AND THE
BIG WAR AGAINST CANCER A TRIBUTE AND A LAMENTATION

INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: A CULTIVATOR OF
TALENT & INVESTOR IN STAFF DEVELOPMENT

T

o INNOCENT, every staff
member is special in every
sense of the word. Irrespective
of who you are or where you
are from, to “ED,” as we fondly
call him, you are special. I
count myself lucky to be one
of the specials. I have known
Innocent for 18 years, both in
my capacity as his colleague
for 12 years and later, a friend.

fulfilment”. Indeed, Innocent did reproduce himself,
in so many of us, too numerous to mention here.
Even if it seems counter-intuitive, Innocent continued
to invest in his staff.

I will start with my experience of Innocent
Chukwuma in developing and growing NGO
sustainability through staff investment. Most NGOs
share a common dilemma — building the capacity
of staff and retaining them. Increasingly for most
NGOs, grants are inadequate to meet program
needs, much less to invest in staff. But how can
an NGO invest in people? For some leaders, it is
deciding between, hiring, and retaining all the talent
they need or to develop the talent they need. If
they choose to develop the talent they need, how
can they minimize the likelihood that the talent
developed will go elsewhere in search of greener
pastures, or, at the very least, serve them faithfully
for several years before bolting out? Ultimately, like
business owners, NGO leaders will make a choice
about whether they are going to be “net importers”
or “exporters” of talent. Most NGOs by default are
net importers of talent, and as such, have less control
over their own growth (Anton Ressel,2010). For
Innocent, the reverse was the case. Innocent was
a mentor to me and many others. Today, I thank
him for investing his time and money mentoring &
positively influencing me.
Innocent was a cultivator of talent whose practice,
just like cultivating crops, involves simple cultivation
operations which I call the schooling period. Within
a two years period a staff ready to learn, would have
grown in knowledge and skills to be rotated between
projects. Through his exemplary leadership style
and modesty, Innocent shows you how to remain
humble amidst overwhelming success. How to
aspire for more without competing. He teaches you
contentment and not greed. He teaches you how to
place others before you and how to genuinely give
your best.
Investing in employees has short-term and long-term
payoffs. Innocent never worried that if he invested
too heavily in employees, he would lose them. If
he did, he did not show it and it was not noticed
because not all, including those who made his
succession plan, who he invested in, remained in the
organisation. Many, including me, went our separate
ways. It did not bother him, rather, as he once said
to me: “Isioma, so long as all of you are doing well
in the field, I am happy. Reproducing myself is a
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What lessons can be learnt from Innocent
Chukwuma? Firstly staff investment is an important
element of organisational growth and sustainability.
Secondly, a simple investment operation that
combines in-house training with external resources
made available to staff on a limited, but focused,
basis contributes to growth of staff and the
organisation. Thirdly donors need to take staff
investment as a mandatory part of their institutional
support.
Je nke oma, Innocent, Odogwu ka ibe ya!

Isioma Kemakolam
Governance, Justice and Security Program
United States Institute of Peace

A GOODBYE SO
SUDDEN

H

ow do I even start to
talk about this?
No, I cannot say it.
The words are too
heavy.
The heart is grieving.
Maybe we are three
days ago again and this

is an April Fool.
But my calendar disagrees.

So it is true, or is it?
That Innocent the boss and leader;
Innocent the activist colleague;
Innocent the in-law;
Innocent the friend;
Actually walked away without a goodbye.
Ha! The lemons life keeps throwing at us!

Obo Effanga, INEC Resident Electoral
Commissioner, Rivers State; former staff at
CLEEN/pioneer Programme Manager NOPRIN

“Where you live should not determine whether you
live or whether you die” – Bono

he partnered in numberless noble projects. However,
even as we grieve his irreplaceable loss and celebrate
his cherished memory, we must rededicate ourselves
to the values to which he devoted his extraordinary
life, especially the fight against inequality and
injustice. A crucial way of doing so is for all his
friends, associates and admirers to go all out in
waging the BIG War Against Cancer in Nigeria.

I

was so devastated and am yet to recover from
the shock of the news of the sudden transition
of Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, the immediate
past Director of Ford Foundation’s West
Africa office. I am indeed saddened at the
loss of Innocent, one of the most devoted civil right
activists in Sub-Saharan Africa. I express my deepest
condolences to the bereaved family, especially Mrs.
Chukwuma and their daughters. May God keep them
in His warm embrace.
Mr. Chukwuma’s pedigree as an advocate of civil
rights has left an enduring seal on the national
and global arena. One aspect of Innocent’s career
that made him stand out was the compassion
and creativity that he brought to the grantmaking process. Our project benefitted from this
compassionate creativity. We first met Mr. Chukwuma
in 2014, at a period we were advocating for the
acquisition and deployment of Mobile Cancer Centres
(MCCs), in order to take free wholistic preventive
Cancer care to the grassroots of Nigeria, as part of
‘the BIG WAR Against Cancer’.
Before meeting Chukwuma, we had met other grantmaking CEOs, some of whom gave us the convenient
excuse that Cancer fell outside their thematic area(s);
Innocent Chukwuma was radically different. After
listening to our presentation and asking some hard
questions, Innocent told us that while Cancer was
outside Ford’s thematic areas, he would think of a
way for the Foundation to support the basic idea
of concerted and catalytic philanthropy, which is
our cornerstone. This led to months of research
and the eventual publication of our seminal book
titled “Giving in Nigeria – an Environmental Scan of
Corporate Philanthropy”, solely funded by the Ford
Foundation.
The thoughtfulness of Chukwuma in supporting
this publication helped to open other doors, so that
a fleet of Mobile Cancer Centres was eventually
acquired and has been deployed to great effect
by the National Cancer Prevention Programme
(NCPP); a non-profit initiative of mass medical
mission. Moreover, the project is now at the phase of
establishing the first Comprehensive Cancer Centre
(CCC) in Nigeria. Innocent’s compassionate approach
reminds one of the Edward Hale quote: “I am only
one; but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but
still I can do something.” Innocent Chukwuma did
not refuse to do what he could do, just because he
could not do everything we proposed. We mourn and
lament the fact that Innocent’s life of compassion has
now been cut short by Cancer.
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma would be greatly missed by
the entire civic society, including the grantees whom
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Cancer remains a major cause of geographic, racial,
social and gender inequality. According to WHO,
Cancer is the single most important barrier to
increasing life expectancy in every country of the
world in the 21st century. Therefore, Nigeria’s low life
expectancy (currently the global seventh lowest) will
not improve, unless we tackle Cancer. Worldwide,
there were 19.3 million new cancer cases in 2020, with
over 120,000 new cases in Nigeria alone. There were
10 million global Cancer deaths in 2020, with 70% of
deaths occurring in developing nations like Nigeria.
The higher Cancer death in developing nations is a
result of inequality in access to Cancer care and poor
infrastructure.
In memory of Innocent Chukwuma, we call on all
to support the drive to establish Nigeria’s first
Comprehensive Cancer Centre (CCC). A CCC is NOT
merely a hospital which has a radiotherapy machine.
Rather, a CCC is a world-class, stand-alone tertiary
health institution, with all its departments focused
exclusively on cancer care. The CCC houses first-class
Cancer research, preventive, curative and palliative
care in one place, thereby leading to better outcomes
across a range of measures – including, most
importantly, Cancer survival.
We lament the fact that whilst India has over 200
CCC (mostly non-governmental/non-profit), Nigeria
has none. Consequently, Nigerians spend over one
billion dollars on foreign treatment annually, an
amount sufficient to establish 20 CCC in Nigeria every
year! Tragically, those who seek care abroad often die
from late intervention. Moreover, the COVID-related
global lockdown has shown that medical tourism may
not always be available, even if one could afford it.
The worst affected are poor Cancer victims who can
afford neither local nor foreign treatment.
↓↑GivingTide is an initiative to promote concerted
and catalytic philanthropy. The↓↑GivingTide Global
Trust is managed by FBNQuest Trustees. Together,
we can establish Nigeria’s first CCC in record time,
which would help to stem the carnage caused by
preventable and treatable Cancers. This would
truly honour the legacy of our beloved Mr. Innocent
Chukwuma. May his illustrious soul rest in peace and
rise in glory. Amen.

Dr. Abia Nzelu (Executive Secretary, ↑↓GivingTide
international );
can be reached via info@givingtide.org

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

H

ow to believe that
Nigeria’s prominent civil
society leader, Innocent
C. Chukwuma, is gone
at 55! Among other
important unfinished
business–he still had
a lot to give–was the
conversation he began with me only six weeks
ago concerning an important family matter
hanging in the balance!
I first met Innocent during his Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO) days when the organisation
was home to many of us who subscribed to a
just and egalitarian country. My good friend
Abdul Oroh was one of the activists at the
helm and many other comrades who have since
moved on to found their own organizations
worked under the same CLO umbrella. Among
them were friends on the Environmental Rights
Action (ERA) wing—chiefly Nnimmo Bassey
and Oronto Douglas.

"Quiet and
unassuming but
incredibly effective as
a civil society leader,
the outpouring of
tributes testifies to
Innocent’s short but
purposeful life.
Over the years as we pursued our individual
dreams in different countries, Innocent and I
didn’t see or communicate much. Innocent
had founded CLEEN Foundation in1998 –
initially with an office somewhere near Alade
market in Ikeja Lagos – to promote police
accountability through public engagement. He
made significant progress, winning significant
MacArthur Foundation grants for his work,

and rising to the position of Director of Ford
Foundation’s West Africa office from 2013
to 2021. The physical distance between us
notwithstanding (as I lived in Canada), we had
kept tabs on each other, and indeed I basked
with pride in Innocent’s consistency and
successes as a civil rights activist in a country
that overstretches even the most patient
optimist and patriot.
Then, only late this February, on the 20th to
be precise, the long silence between Innocent
and changed. I received a note from him, and
he followed through with a phone call. After
speaking with him, he introduced the last of his
three daughters, Nkechi, and his beloved wife,
Josephine who is also a human rights activist.
I spoke with them and looked forward to a
new chapter of better communication, only to
wake up on Easter day in Hamilton (where we
were spending the Easter weekend with Kika)
to a WhatsApp message by our mutual friend
Abdul Mahmud announcing the demise of
Innocent!
Quiet and unassuming but incredibly effective
as a civil society leader, the outpouring of
tributes testifies to Innocent’s short but
purposeful life. Among the prestigious
honours he received within his 56 years life
span were a prestigious MacArthur Foundation
Award for Creative and Effective Institutions,
the Reebok International Human Rights Award,
and visiting lectureship at Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government.
Now, his request of February 20th in that
fateful phone conversation with me feels like a
debt I owe him and Josephine and the family.
Life…
May his soul rest in peace, and may God grant
his family the fortitude to deal with the loss.

Nduka Otiono

104

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT CHUKWUMA - A MAN
OF DISTINGUISHED PATHWAY!!!

W

hen I heard of the death
of Innocent Chukwuma I
preferred not to believe it. I
considered it fake news until
Okey Nwanguma confirmed
it. I couldn’t call his wife, my
dear sister to enquire such. I
cried. I could not hold the tears.

I know that he also provided some support to late
Chima Ubani’s wife and children. I attended Emma
Ezeazu’s burial in Onitsha with Innocent Chukwuma,
Chino Obiagwu SAN, Prof Joy Ezeilo, Mma Odi,
Okey Nwanguma and others. I saw the role Innocent
Chukwuma played. It was on our way from the burial
that he told us how he met Emma Ezeazu and Chima
Ubani during their students days in University of
Nigeria, Nsukka; his activism in secondary school and
the lesson he learnt from his father on this, etc. This
was the first time I heard all these.

I first met Innocent Chukwuma when he was working
at the Civil Liberties Organization (CLO). This was
before he married Josephine Effah who was then
working at the Constitutional Rights Project (CRP).
CLO’s office was then at 24 Mbonu Ojike Close
Surulere. CRP was also located in Surulere then,
and Prisoners’ Rehabilitation and Welfare Action
(PRAWA) had its office then at 12 Olukole Street, Off
Olufemi Street, Surulere. I recall many of our travels
and participation at the Ordinary Sessions of the
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.
The team often consisted of Innocent Chukwuma,
Josephine Effah-Chukwuma, Edetaen Ojo (Founder/
Executive Director, Media Rights Agenda), myself
and a host of others. His intellect, hard work,
strategic thinking, and jokes were difficult to miss.

Beyond helping individuals, Innocent also helped
many institutions. He established some, he nurtured
some, he guided some, he transformed some, he
facilitated funding for some, etc. He was strong on
innovation, capacity building, institutionalisation,
succession planning and sustainability of institutions,
both in terms of process/systems and funding. He
saw the need to ensure that professionalism is
promoted in the sector and the need to facilitate the
partnership and synergy building between academia
and civil society, between research and practice in
the sector. We spoke many a times about these. He
requested and facilitated my involvement in AROCSA
(Africa) and ARNOVA (USA): these were the two
main vehicles he used to push for this. I was selected
as one of the 15 persons for the cohort. Innocent was
very keen on the need to document the history of
civil society organisations and civil society struggle
in Nigeria. He encouraged and supported me to
document the story of Prisoners’ Rehabilitation and
Welfare Action (PRAWA) – the successes, impact and
challenges.

I listened to the interview he granted on International
Women’s Day 2021 to an organisation co-funded by
Ndidi Nwuneli when he spoke of the four women in
his life – his wife and three daughters. Innocent is
truly a He4She. He is indeed a great supporter of
women. He had in many instances encouraged and
motivated many women to enhance their careers.
It is a great delight to see him and his lovely wife
Josephine Effah-Chukwuma at occasions. You
need to see him listen to Josephine’s presentations
in workshops and meetings. I saw that in the US
at an ARNOVA conference as well as in Ghana at
an AROCSA workshop. It was a delight. He was
certainly a husband who was proud of his wife’s
intellect, hard work and accomplishments. He
celebrated his wife and provided support and
opportunities for her to enhance her work.

You were indeed a man of distinguished pathway.
You came, made your impact and your legacies
will live on. Your dear wife – Josephine – and your
children will surely reap the benefits of your goodwill
and kindness. Your work and legacies will continue
to inspire many. These will not die. In these you
will live on. You will not just live in the minds of
many who knew you or worked with you, but you
will live on through your works, through your story
and tributes told by various persons. You will live on
through the lessons your life will teach many. You
will live on.

Innocent Chukwuma helped so many – the sick,
the family of the bereaved; promoted the careers
of many; motivated so many; connected many;
transformed many individuals and organisations,
etc., help he provided in a very discreet and humble
way. I recall one instance I discussed with him the
information I received about Leo Dibia and that
I had just heard about this request for financial
contributions for Leo’s medical treatment, and that
we all need to try and support Leo. Innocent told me
that I should not worry, that the problem has been
taken care of. I later learnt of the key role Innocent
played in facilitating Leo’s treatment abroad. A few
days before his death he also made contributions to
the Family Support Fund for Leo’s wife and children.

Adieu.
Adieu.
Adieu Innocent Chukwuma - A man of distinguished
pathway!!!

Uju Agomoh PhD
Founder, Prisoners’ Rehabilitation and Welfare
Action (PRAWA);
Founder, Development Voice
Convener, National CSO Forum on Corrections and
Detention Issues
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: EVERGREEN
LEGACIES THAT NEVER FADE

H

is death struck like
lightning: swift, decisive
and frightening. How can
we humans disappear,
like a loose kite in the sky,
just like that, with all the
knowledge, the wits, the
future we all look at, like a far-off blistering
star? If death was thoughtful enough, Inno
should not have been the next victim.
If death had listed excellent people at the
bottom of its roll call and villains on the top,
Inno would have lived up to 100 years and
disgusting rulers would have been consumed
in rage. But death is nagging, unpredictable,
indiscriminate, like the feeding habits of house
flies: it sometimes takes the righteous, leaving
behind the nasty and the cruel. Wicked
and malicious beings scale the hurdle; they
sometimes dwell long, even outliving the
victims of their despotism.

resistance against orchestrated corruption and
mismanagement at the school. The toilets
were filled with maggots; some of the hostels
without water and the provision of academic
tools was scanty. The school had left the
Prince Alexandria auditorium as a relic, a true
living memory of death and anguish caused
by the deliberate bombing of UNN in 1968.
Ojukwu had declared Biafra in that hall. It was
in this desolate hall that I first met Inno in the
summer of 1986, after he had attended the
meeting of the radical left. Chima Ubani who
was in Reggae Movement had already been
initiated by the Central Working Committee of
the movement.
The CWC was fashioned after the leadership
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR): politically tight-fisted, sectarian,
revolutionary, and ideologically driven. It was
made up of some of the finest students any
generation could produce, not by academic
standards alone as defined by the four walls,
but by the special knowledge of linking
university education with the past, present and
future of the ordinary person on the street.
The CWC was the highest organ, and only
thoroughbred comrades could be admitted.
The ideological rituals would take years. Ubani
and Innocent were some of the few who had
rare speedy admission into the fold. I recall
a tall, handsome, poor but humble boy from
a village setting. He had the composure of a
true Igbo villager; raw, truthful, innocent yet
with probingly suspicious eyes. His eyes were
piercing, his intellect swift.

Cock crow on Sunday morning, the news
filtered to me. Whenever missed calls flow
consistently from a specific circle of friends
and allies, I know something from that end is
wrong. We hardly get good news in Nigeria.
Following those answered calls, ‘We lost him’,
Okey Nwanguma wrote, ironically on another
platform set up to honour another departed
comrade who died after a persistent battle
with kidney-related ailment. Innocent had
made tremendous contributions to save Leo
Dibia from the frosty claws of death. Death
took Leo. Months later, the same chilly hands
caught Inno at 55.

He was green and luscious in manners. At
that time, recruits would be put through the
tiny but loaded book, ‘ABC of Dialectical
Materialism’ that cracked down on the
bourgeois myths of creation that had placed
men at the mercy of their oppressors.

Encounter with him began in 1986 at the
prestigious University of Nigeria, Nsukka. At
that moment, the flame of rebellion against
military tyranny and class oppression was
taking firm root at UNN. The whirlwind was
rekindled in 1984 when tiny, short, always
emasculated but iron-cast Orlu (Olu) Oguibe
seized the podium. Now a famous Professor
in the United States, Olu lighted up UNN
after decades of lull occasioned by the bitter
civil war whose lessons had imposed a mix
of melancholy and conservatism on the UNN
student population. The school authorities
callously invoked the repression of civil
war images to cow and stillbirth potential

Within the shortest time, Innocent had been
noticed by the commanding leadership of the
movement. In character, he was honest; in
manners, he was frank; in human relations, he
was candid and ingenious. At this time, Nigeria
was labouring under the scorching heat of
military repression. UNN had become a target,
given the unusual gathering of stormy petrels
generated by Oguibe and then sustained by
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the Marxist Youth Movement (MYM).

In the 1990s, late Aka Bashorun gave us a bus
that took some 13 of us to Zaria for a conference
of Democratic Alternative, (DA). I remember
Bamidele Aturu, Ubani, Uche Onyeagucha
were all on board. Inno and myself were the
comedians who entertained the audience.
He would throw a jab at me and Uche would
prompt me to throw a jab back. Between Jebba
and Ilorin, a trailer was speeding towards our
bus. Just a narrow miss – we could have been
crushed. Inno accused me of frantically praying
because of my ‘numerous sins’. I replied that I
was only thinking of what would happen if the
trailer crushed all of us. He said: “Abacha would
send a high powered delegation” to the burial.
The bus erupted in laughter. At the eatery, he
would always tease Nassir Kura to pronounce
‘Fufu’ knowing he would end up with ‘Pupu’:
a Fulani or Hausa person often pronounces
‘p’ as ‘f’, while ‘f’ is ‘p’. When he visited me in
Calabar and a cat came in the night, Inno said
the cat must have been from my village, given
its dialect.

The military had introduced the Structural
Adjustment Programme, (SAP). The economy
nosedived with a catastrophic impact on
livelihoods. Worse still, in 1986 students of
Ahmadu Bello University had been killed,
spurring a national outcry. Solidarity riots
broke out in Nigerian universities and UNN was
not an exception: in fact, it played the role of
a revolutionary godfather, stirring resistance
across institutions in the entire South East.
Inno plunged into this headlong, joining the
progressive list and baring his chest. Apart
from the 1986 ABU shooting, the SAP riots and
the resistance against the trial of students by
a military tribunal set up at Enugu by dictator
Ibrahim Babangida presented tests for Innocent.
He was one of the leaders of the resistance
against police invasion of the campus in 1987,
hurling stones and hiding behind the palm trees
to dodge police bullets. He was with us at
Enugu to disrupt the Military Tribunal that was
created by military law but sacked and dissolved
by the mass student movement. IBB later set
up a crack team of armed students, trained
by the military, who on one occasion invaded
our gathering at Eni Njoku hall, shot into the
air, scared the students, and abducted Lanre
Ehonwa, a member of the MYM.

Innocent had compassion for fellow humans,
he was a good listener, a man of discipline and
hard work. He was a shrewd administrator, a
man of moderation. He was neat, punctual,
and Spartan. He led an organised and ordered
life. He paid rapt attention to the needs and
fears of everyone around him. He was selfless,
with great values also found in his exceptional
wife, Josephine, the woman who will bear the
heaviest burden of living without Inno, coupled
with the traditional pestering of widows by inlaws, a terrifying culture common in Nigeria.

In another attack, Chidi Omeje and Kunu
Harmony nearly lost their vital organs. I
confirmed later that most of these military
recruits joined the State Security Service, (SSS).
The students rewarded Inno when he was
elected as the Speaker of the Students House
of Representatives, the third most powerful
student union leader. Again in 1990, due to his
activism, he was expelled.

It is painful that Inno has gone too early to join
many of the revolutionary saints. Inno’s death
is as tragic as that of Campaign for Democracy,
(CD) icon, Chima Ubani, former NANS President
Emma Ezeazu, and his former General Secretary,
Jonas Awodi who was suspended in his final
year at ABU. Jonas took JAMB again and
entered UNN. In his final year again, he was
suspended. Femi Falana, Fawehinmi, and others
fought and won the battle. After graduation,
Jonas died on the day of his wedding. Tragic.

The combination of Chief Gani Fawehinmi,
Osagie Obayuwana and the Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO) fought a legal battle that
defeated the UNN authorities. Inno continued
with his revolutionary path. In Calabar where I
had stayed for a year, Inno visited. During the
student protest of 1990, in Calabar, himself, Sola
Ayebola (AIT), Uche Oyeagucha, a mystery
student, who was a student in two universities at
the same time, and myself rolled out pamphlets
that aroused the University of Calabar and the
Polytechnic to the radical renaissance. The
two schools joined the nationwide protests
for a better country. What made Inno stand
out was not the ideology he acquired, but his
background and his personal character. He was
kind, soft-spoken, intelligent, and witty.

Life is full of twists and thorns, coming into
being and passing away of all things, all in
eternal flux. Nothing lives forever – not even
diamonds – except the creator of heaven and
earth. We knew Inno would not live forever, but
not this early. Not at the peak of his glorious
career. Goodnight, Inno.

Adewale Adeoye is the Executive Director,
JODER
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TRIBUTE TO MY DEAR
BROTHER AND CHAMPION

I

first heard about Innocent Chukwuma
in 1999 during my summer internship
with the Ford Foundation Office of
West Africa. Dr. Akwasi Aidoo and Dr.
Adhiambo Odga spoke so highly of this
fantastic social change agent and activist.
When I eventually met him a few weeks
before the summer ended, I was in awe
as he recounted his struggles during the military
regime and his passion for police reform. In 2002,
I established LEAP Africa, and we became colabourers in the Nigerian development landscape.
We connected at Ford events and other civil society
gatherings. With each encounter, I was struck by
Innocent’s humility, brilliance and passion for social
change. I also met his amazing wife – Josephine
Effah-Chukwuma, the founder of Project Alert
and a globally recognized social entrepreneur. I
was genuinely inspired by their partnership in life
and parenting, friendship, and commitment to
transforming Nigeria through their individual and
collective efforts.

devoted and engaged father!
In the days and weeks following the formal launch
of CFM, we engaged in monthly calls on achieving
the vision and objectives of the Centre. Innocent
soon became my go-to person for any new idea
on transforming Ala Igbo, Nigeria, and insights into
the political climate and civil society's role. He
was a great thought leader and an outstanding
champion! His response to any issue was always
rooted in history, the global context, and a social
justice perspective. We discussed a range of topics
– from police and election reform to raising the
next generation of civil society leaders to strategic
philanthropy in Nigeria and impact investing! I
reached out to Innocent during the COVID-19
lockdowns to plan for relief efforts in the Southeast
and sustain the momentum of the #EndSARS
Movement.

In 2008/2009, as the Ford Foundation was preparing
for its 50th Anniversary in Nigeria, I profiled some
of its leading grantees. I was delighted to reconnect
with Innocent and interview him about the impact
of the CLEEN Foundation. Learning more about
his journey and work was fascinating. Our mutual
respect began to grow, and we started dragging
each other into different initiatives. I invited Innocent
to participate in Ola Ndi Igbo in 2013, where he
played a very prominent role in leading discussions
about economic development and security in the
Southeast.
When Innocent eventually took over the leadership
of Ford Foundation as the Representative for the
Office of West Africa, he provided tremendous
support to LEAP Africa, Sahel Capital and the
African Philanthropy Forum. He even hosted local
philanthropists in the Ford Office when his dear
friend, Chris Stone, visited the country. He supported
the 2nd Ola Ndi Igbo gathering in 2015, which he
credited with inspiring his creation of the Oluaka
Institute. Innocent also formally hosted the launch
of my book – "Social Innovation in Africa: a practical
guide for scaling impact", in the Ford Foundation
auditorium in 2016.
In the same year, Innocent and I were in Kigali for the
African Transformation Forum, organized by ACET.
We spoke extensively about the impressive Kigali
Genocide Memorial and the urgent need to create
similar spaces in Nigeria during the conference.
Innocent commissioned an initiative on Centres for
Memory and Heritage and a book on the National
War Museum in Umuahia.
Building on his passion and vision, and in partnership
with other Nigerians, we established the Centre for
Memories (CFM) in Enugu in December 2017, with
our first exhibition focused on “Igbo Contributions
to Nigeria and the World.” Innocent brought one of
his amazing daughters to Enugu for the launch, and
I marvelled at their strong bond. He was indeed a
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Late last year, when Africans in the United States
National Basketball Association (NBA) wanted to
learn more about engaging in their home countries,
I called on Innocent once again. I watched online
as Innocent awed the celebrities with his brilliant
insights!
My last formal encounter with Innocent was during
Sahel Consulting's International Women's Day
celebration on March 8th 2021. When my team
members asked why we would invite a man to
serve as our keynote speaker, I boldly and proudly
informed them that Innocent was the most authentic
male champion in Nigeria. We could learn so much
from his life’s example – as a husband, father, and
advocate for so many women. Once again, he blew
us all away with his brilliance, wisdom and humility.
Thankfully, we have this fantastic lecture recorded to
inspire future generations.
Africa has lost one of its brightest stars - a
fantastic husband, father, brother, uncle, friend,
thought-leader, visioner, change agent, and social
entrepreneur! Innocent has left enormous shoes
to fill in the African civil society, community
development, impact investing and philanthropy
landscapes! His life of service, passion, vision,
generosity, humility, and brilliance will continue to
challenge and inspire me!
My only consolation is that we got to celebrate him
during his send-off party from the Ford Foundation.
During his lifetime, he heard us tell the world how he
had changed our lives!
I will continue to pray for Josephine, the three
wonderful daughters and the entire family. We are
here for you four amazing ladies, and we will try to
continue to push forward many of the projects and
plans that Innocent started! May His soul rest in
perfect peace, Amen!

INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA :A
PATRIOTIC NIGERIAN,
GONE TOO SOON

SUNSET
AT NOON

O

n Saturday, 27th March 2021, a few
of us gathered at Yellow Chilli Ikeja
GRA to celebrate with Innocent C.
Chukwuma on his recent voluntary
retirement as Director, Ford
Foundation, West Africa.

W

e are dust and to dust we
shall return. But this season
of untimely deaths has got to
stop, our emotions are running
wild, before we can process a
loss, another one happens. Lord have mercy on
us.

At the dinner, we all eulogized Innocent for
making us proud in his years of service at Ford
and for his many years of serving humanity from
his student's days in the University, promoting
human right and fighting for democracy at
CLO in the dark days of military rule and
campaigning for police reforms and civility as
Executive Director of CLEEN Foundation which
he co-founded with his wife, Josephine EffahChukwuma.

I woke up on Easter Sunday to the news of
the demise of our Oga (boss) Innocent C.
Chukwuma, and still can’t believe it, hope it’s a
lie but know this is the life we live here on earth:
as each minute ticks, death is certain.
I met Oga Innocent in 1994, at a small gettogether of comrades in Lagos. He was part of
the interview panel that employed me and other
colleagues as staff of the Transition Monitoring
Group Secretariat in May 2002.
And so, I had the privilege of working with him
as Treasurer and later Chair of the Transition
Monitoring Group and Board Chair of Alliance
for Credible Elections.

On Friday morning, 2nd April 2021, Josephine
alerted me that Innocent has been admitted
to hospital after suffering a suspected cardiac
episode and tests were being run.
We went into intense prayers but unfortunately
later that day, he was diagnosed with acute
leukaemia.
I visited the hospital yesterday morning with
Edetaen Ojo and saw Innocent. We had a lively
chat with him and we encouraged him to be
positive and that with advances in modern
medicine, we are sure he would be well treated
and will soon be his usual ebullient self. We
joked, laughed and made plans for the future.

I learnt a lot under his tutelage. He was so
supportive, committed, selfless and gave us all
the guidance we needed to move TMG forward.
He truly understood what it meant to be a
board member of a coalition; it meant a call to
service and patriotism to him. Little wonder we
achieved so much during his tenure.

Alas, we did not know that the grim reaper was
lurking in the corner and making fun of us.

He was no doubt a great mind, and his death is
a loss, not only to his family and Nigeria, but the
international community.
I pray our good Lord consoles and strengthens
his wife, Josephine Effah-Chukwuma, his
daughters and extended family.

We left the hospital about noon and by 6pm, we
received the shocking news that Innocent has
gone to meet with his Maker on the eve of the
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Friends and families, help me pray for God to
give Josephine, the children, and the entire
members of the Chukwuma family the grace and
fortitude to bear this loss.

May perpetual light continue to shine upon his
soul and the souls of all the faithful departed.
Amen.

Nigeria, nay the entire world, has lost a
cerebral thinker, humanist and philanthropist
extraordinaire in the person of Innocent
Chukwuma.

Angela Odah

Adeleke Agbola

Ndidi Okonkwo Nwuneli
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INNOCENT CHUKWUMA:
RARE BREED IN THE CLASS
OF FIGHTERS

I

t was at UNN – the University of
Nigeria Nsukka – that Innocent
mounted the stage of the theatre
of struggle as a Lion. Being the
1980s, it was a period of radical and
revolutionary waves across campuses;
waves that meant that at lectures,
symposiums or rallies, you were likely to have
one or two speakers quoting Frantz Fanon’s
famous words: “Each generation must, out of
relative obscurity, discover its mission, fulfil it,
or betray it.”

the likes of Chima Ubani, Olisa Agbakoba, Clem
Nwankwo, Emma Ezeazu, Arthur Nwankwo,
Chidi Odinkalu, etc., played in that struggle
helped to give the June 12 struggle a panNigerian character. The courage that Innocent
displayed in the face of risks to his life until the
military were forced to exit in 1999 certainly
qualifies him as a genuine hero of Nigeria’s
democracy, which unfortunately is being toyed
with today.
It is regrettable that his assiduous efforts at
ensuring fundamental reforms of the police
and policing in the country have not yielded
the expected level of results. Successive
governments since the return of civil rule
in 1999 have simply not demonstrated the
political will to build a functional and peoplefriendly police as he advocated. The #EndSARS
movement in this regard was simply a protest
waiting to happen, even as it marked a
vindication of the position long maintained
by him that toying with policing was toying
with the destiny of the Nation. So bad is
the situation now that policemen and police
stations have become targets of killing and
arson in the Eastern part of the country.

Such words probably motivated Innocent to
begin his life of activism with the Marxist Youth
Movement (MYM) at university. The trajectory
of his life from then on till he breathed his last
was such that we can say that he did discover
his mission, stayed faithful to it and impactfully
fulfilled it across Nigeria.
The MYM could not but have embraced his
intellect and boldness. With such attributes, it
was not an accident of history that he became
the Speaker of the Students’ Representative
Council and later the Deputy Senate President
of the National Association of Nigerian
Students (NANS). In those capacities –
including membership of the Patriotic Youth
Movement of Nigeria (PYMN), the then
umbrella body for leftist, anti-apartheid and
radical students groups – he was a local
and national leader of diverse campus mass
movements against violation of the right to
independent students’ unionism. The struggles
were also targeted at terminating military rule
due to its trampling on fundamental rights and
commercialisation of education as dictated
by the IMF and World Bank. We must salute
Innocent as a hero of those landmark struggles
in the history of Nigeria.

Immortalising Innocent therefore is about
upping the scale of his struggle for a society
built on social justice, an essential component
of which is the rebuilding of the police force to
produce motivated and reoriented officers and
personnel. This task makes it imperative to
revisit our ideological roots and work towards
building a mass movement and a peopleoriented revolutionary political alternative to
the ones that have proved incapable of taking
the Nigerian society forward.
Although he has left indelible footprints on the
sands of time, Innocent will be greatly missed.
He radiated friendship while maintaining firm
positions or holding opposing views. He spoke
brilliantly with clarity of thought. He punctured
holes in others’ positions with smiles. He was
as tough as a Tiger, but gentle like a Dove. The
streams of tributes in his honour cannot but
turn into oceans of ovation.

Like some other members of his generation,
aluta did not stop on the campus for Innocent
as he rooted himself in the human rights and
pro-democracy community after leaving
school. He operated from the flank of the
civil society movement as a staff of the Civil
Liberties Organisation from where he moved
on to establish the CLEEN Foundation. Thus
in the mid-90s he was a foot-soldier and
field commander of the street battles to end
military rule, especially in the aftermath of the
annulment of the June 12, 1993 elections won
by Bashorun MKO Abiola. The role that he and

Lanre Arogundade, a former President
of NANS, is the Executive Director of
International Press Centre (IPC), LagosNigeria.
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TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away” (The Bible, Revelation 21:4)

work. CLEEN Foundation had a subscription to
a major journal repository and so not reading
was a sin. Despite his increasingly busy schedule,
Innocent read a lot and adapted his schedule
to make sure he read; he said a drive from
the Mainland to Banana Island (in Lagos) was
enough to finish an audiobook.

I

knew Innocent Chukwuma for about
eight years, but it feels like much
longer. As we mourn his sudden
demise, I draw comfort from some of
the lessons he taught me and I thought
to share some here. I first met him in
July 2013 when I interviewed to join
CLEEN Foundation – the organization
he founded and at that time was a “mere”
member of the board of directors. The said
Board led by Professor E.E.O. Alemika took this
interview rather seriously – and this unsettled
me at first – after all, it is not often that Boards
sat to interview staff. I thought the interview was
difficult (I failed to remember what the acronym
SMART stood for), but I got the job and so
began my formal and informal education with
Mr. Chukwuma.

Despite his interest in my colleagues and me, he
allowed us the space to do our work – and to
fail. It was not until I left CLEEN Foundation that
he told me I missed opportunities to write peerreviewed articles. To be honest, he did nudge
me to write more than I was doing. Not just to
write that paper based on the projects we were
implementing, but to participate in the broader
academic discourse around our work.
At that sober meeting, he referenced a seminar
I had attended at Harvard University and asked,
“Why didn’t you summarize your thoughts and
ask Harvard or someone else to publish them?”
He reminded me of several ideas of mine – some
of them shared casually over a meal – which he
said he expected me to develop further. It did
not occur to me, or I thought I was too busy with
very important matters.

In the months that followed, Innocent took a
keen interest in my life and my work, for this,
I am eternally grateful. He would later tell me
that a 2013 article I wrote critiquing the work of
civil societies first endeared me to him before
we eventually met. He said I impressed him with
my habit of having a pen and notebook and
scribbling away whenever we met. The habit of
having a notebook within reach is something
I learned from Jibrin “Jibo” Ibrahim who could
dictate the principles of a new project in a short
encounter – but I digress.

Innocent had a different approach to education;
it is not that he was opposed to the formal
classroom, but he thought life offered many
more opportunities to learn than the classroom.
He would reference his bachelors in religious
studies and his eventual career – spanning
criminal justice and project development and
management. “The real education”, he said, “was
in the university, not just in the class”. CLEEN
Foundation consequently became another
university a few of us were privileged to pass
through.

Innocent emphasized an approach to work that
combines continuous reading and learning with
actual implementation as well as teaching. He
saw the office as a school and partners, Board
members, staff, and visitors are all students and
faculty simultaneously. He would try to minimize
his role in the scheme of things, but he was truly
a professor of practice. He would occasionally
invite me to his home and stuff me with good
food and with good reading resources.

In a way, the internal education in CLEEN
Foundation was unavoidable, as the organization
was doing work for which training was not
readily available in any school. For example,
CLEEN Foundation published reports that public
institutions sometimes found uncomfortable,
yet CLEEN Foundation has firmly defined itself
as a partner, working on the “supply-side” of
justice and police reform. In 2014, following the
publication of one of such reports, the media
ran with the headline about the police being
the most corrupt institution in the country. The

He loaned me books and journals (many of
which I never heard of before then) and would
later interrogate what I made of them in general
and how they related to our context and our

INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
– A FORCE FOR GOOD

Police were understandably upset – but
Innocent had a model for handling such
disruptions, and they do not teach that in
class. I think it worked.

L

ike my friend, Bob Arnot, I had trouble
finding a landing place for this tribute primarily because so many individuals have
written about the remarkable life and work
of Innocent Chukwuma, one of Africa’s
most committed criminal justice reform
advocates. Innocent was like the proverbial elephant
whose description depended on your interaction with it.

He took this love for learning differently
a step further with the Oluaka Institute
of Technology in Owerri. The institute
combines training plumbers with something
called “National Innovation Diploma”.
He argued strongly that the future lies in
artisanal learning and apprenticeship. I
recall asking him if he thought youths
would abandon blue-collar education for
an apprenticeship. He said learning to
code independently and in non-university
programs has not lessened the desire for
degrees in computer sciences, but at least
it is showing people an alternative path to
success. That alternative is what the Oluaka
institute is trying to offer.

I met Innocent shortly after joining Human Rights Law
Service (HURILAWS) in 2003. He was the leader of the
police reform movement. Since I was working in the
field of criminal justice, it was only a matter of time before I encountered the leader. His organization, CLEEN
Foundation, was steering the ship on what he described
as the “inside approach” to police reform and he enjoyed
discussing how we might make the police better from
within the institution.

In my last telephone conversation with
Innocent, we discussed the burden of
displacement in North-East Nigeria. As
always, Innocent had brilliant ideas to
meaningfully engage the youths of the
region whose education and livelihoods have
been disrupted by conflict. I pray that this
idea is developed and deployed.
I join other friends and associates in
extending my condolences to Mrs. Josephine
Effah-Chukwuma, his wife and co-labourer
in CLEEN Foundation, and to his children
who shared their father with us, and to the
many friends, relatives, and associates who
are grieving. I will miss Innocent Chukwuma
for his kind heart and willingness to share his
ideas. I am one of the many young persons
who had an encounter with him and became
sharper, just as the Holy Bible promised that
iron would sharpen iron. Thank you sir.

Nengak Daniel Gondyi previously worked as
a Program Manager in CLEEN Foundation
(2013 – 2015). He wrote from Maiduguri.
Email: nengak.daniel@gmail.com

I have remained in the criminal justice field since our initial meeting so our paths crossed many more times until
his untimely passing on April 3. When we started working on the Guidelines on Conditions of Arrest, Police
Custody and Pretrial Detention in Africa with colleagues
and partners across Africa, I remember there was a lot of
scepticism about how impactful the guidelines could be
for policing institutions across the continent. Innocent’s
wisdom and counsel was instrumental in convincing
sceptics to give it a chance. As a trusted ally of policing
institutions within and beyond Nigeria, Innocent was
regarded as an “insider” so whatever he said was taken
seriously.
Innocent’s biggest legacy is his investment in people.
Several of his high-performing former staff have written
about his remarkable penchant for spotting and nurturing great talents. What really struck me about Innocent
was his commitment to succession planning. When I
learned he had turned over CLEEN Foundation to one
of his staff so he could go and teach a course at Harvard
University, I reached out to ask why he did that in a sector where very little was said or done about succession
planning.
With his characteristic humour, Innocent said: “Well, we
have to empower the younger generation because no
one lives forever.” I was pleasantly surprised to hear this
so I pushed further. “Might you consider sharing your
insights about succession planning with your generation
of leaders in the NGO sector?” He agreed. The jury is
not out on the outcome of those discussions and it is
fair to say that Innocent left a fitting legacy for the NGO
movement by building an organization which experienced a post-founder era in the founder’s life time. I
hope we can find many more organizations like CLEEN
Foundation in the coming months and years.
Thank you, Innocent, for living your values and “dying
empty.” You fought a good fight and won. Posterity will
be kind to you. Rest, big brother, rest.

Stanley Ibe
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nnocent was a man ahead of his
time. A visionary with many parts.
A trailblazer, he chose to tread a
path thought too slippery to lead to
progress. He established CLEEN to
work from the inside with the Police
high ranks to clean the Nigeria Police.
It seemed a doomed voyage, even
before take-off.

"Innocent
envisioned a new
civil police force
that enabled public
safety and a healthy
state-society
coexistence.
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really don't know where to start when
it comes to talk about Innocent. Is
it the early ages of his engagement
in human rights activism where the
issue was how to deal with a military
regime, a contrary of anything closed
to humanity, our collaboration at the
sessions of the African Commission
on Human and Peoples' Rights, or the
discussions we had on the best ways to protect
human life and dignity against the states we
have to deal with daily on our continent?
His usual smile and optimism in dealing with the
many challenges we were experiencing always
gave us reasons to believe in our imminent
successes.
His sudden death reminds us that we're all
human and that what matters is how we
mark our time and what we leave to future
generations so that victory against the devil is as
close possible.
Thank you Innocent for making us dream....

But Innocent saw possibilities where many saw a
dead end. He worked and walked with the police
to open up the police institution for reform. He
pioneered generations of co-created reforms to
repair the battered and terribly damaged image
of the Police. Innocent envisioned a new civil
police force that enabled public safety and a
healthy state-society coexistence. And he raised
generations of security sector reform experts for
the purpose. Many have blossomed into leaders
today. They remain sleeves-up, and back-bent in
the labour of birthing a much-needed civil law
enforcement agency in Nigeria.
You were an inspirational shining light, Innocent.
You have completed your lap in the race, my
friend, brother, and colleague. I have confidence
in your army of security sector change-makers
to finish the race in our lifetime.
Adieu, my innocuous Innocent.

Dayo Olaide
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Ibrahima Kane is a co-founder of Sénégal's
premier human rights groups, RADDHO

"His usual smile and
optimism in dealing
with the many
challenges we were
experiencing always
gave us reasons
to believe in our
imminent successes.

E

ven God knows he is Innocent

We were both from Imo state (South East,
Nigeria) and shared concerns about security
and development in the region. To boost
CLEEN’s work there, he opened the Owerri
office. Given the prevailing security concerns
and the recent establishment of the Ebube
Agu/Eastern Security Network (ESN) in
the South East, that move seemed rather
prophetic. But as someone who has worked
on security long enough in Nigeria would
know, Innocent was convinced that investment
in education and employment were the best
means of addressing the insecurity challenge.
Establishing the Oluaka (Igbo word for
handwork) Institute was his next step in that
direction.

‘I do not need sympathy, I need
support’ – Innocent Chukwuma

Though I never heard him
make this statement in person,
Okechukwu Nwanguma, who introduced
us, credits it to Innocent Chukwuma. It was
his refrain during the hard and trying days
of student activism and evading security
manhunt. The statement captures a good part
of his outlook to life.

"He seemed
to guide his
relationships
by the Igbo
philosophy of
‘biri kam biri’
(live and let live)

Innocent Chukwuma had a calm about him. He
understood that we were all different and was
not hesitant in celebrating that difference. Yet
he was very deliberate about forging common
bonds. When I managed the Nigeria AntiCorruption Fund for TrustAfrica, which was
supported by Ford, MacArthur and OSIWA, he
once asked me why I was not getting along
too well with someone. I was shocked because
he knew the person could be unnecessarily
difficult. He told me find common ground
and build on it. He seemed to guide his
relationships by the Igbo philosophy of ‘biri
kam biri’ (live and let live), with no chip on his
shoulder.
Innocent believed in balance. His standards
of humanity and sense of humour matched
his work ethic. His last name ‘Chukwuma’
literally means ‘God knows’. He would often
joke that even God knows that he is Innocent.
His light shone brilliantly. He not only allowed
us to enjoy its warmth but helped us fan
ours to flame. He genuinely cared. Innocent
Chukwuma was exceptional in everything he
did. He shared his incredible life with us all and
is sorely missed.

I met Innocent in early 2010. Our first
discussion centred around two things: blending
research with practical advocacy and having
more development focused presence in South
East Nigeria. He was deeply passionate about
both. I had just completed my master’s from
South Africa, and he took me onboard in the
CLEEN Abuja office. At work, he taught by
doing. He would point to articles on new ideas
regarding our work and to opportunities to
expand thought about our thematic areas
in writing. He believed that research should
inform our work, and our work should inspire
us to develop our ideas in writing. He often
said that people may forget the events you
organize but they would rarely forget the
things you write. You only have to look at the
catalogue of publications from CLEEN to see
how he followed through on this idea.

Goodnight boss. Our prayers are with your
wife, Josephine, and your daughters. Your
goodness and legacy certainly outlive you!

Chinedu Nwagu
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hen we commiserate
with people using
the Yoruba language,
we pray ‘Ojo a jina
si ra won’, ‘May the
days of mourning be
far apart’. Recently,
this saying has taken
on such a hollow
meaning. The days of tears and grieving over those
gone too soon have not been far apart. It has been
the opposite. The days heavy with sadness have been
in quick succession, greedy, grasping and relentless.
I was invited to join a Zoom memorial the other day
for a younger friend who had passed away. And
this was after speaking at another Zoom to honour
two Sheroes who died recently. After that a close
friend lost her husband of thirty-five years. And then
it happened. On the same day we lost two iconic
human rights activists, Yinka Odumakin and Innocent
Chukwuma. Two days later, on the same day, I went
with my husband to visit two grief-stricken widows,
both of them close friends in their own right. Ojo a
jina si ra won indeed. The days are getting closer.

God. A feminist like Josephine who makes a choice
to be married expects to have a relationship that is
mutually respectful, supportive and dignified, and
is also prepared to make the required adjustments
when necessary. In celebrating these two amazing
human beings as they both clock the golden age
of fifty, let us remember all they have taught us –
lessons in love, integrity, respect, devotion, living
their lives in service to humanity, to mention just a
few.”
God Almighty in his infinite wisdom has decided that
Innocent has accomplished all his assignments on
earth. A lot has been written since his passing and I
have my own stories to share. The Ford Foundation
has always been a part of the story and success
of the African Women’s Development Fund, a
relationship that goes back twenty-one years. When
a time came for The Ford Foundation to make a
major decision about scaling up and sustaining
programs of long-term partners, Innocent was there
to make sure AWDF did not fall through the cracks.
When I met Innocent at an event shortly after, I
thanked him for his help and he smiled and said to
me, ‘It is we who should be thanking you for all the
great work you have done and continue to do’. That
was Innocent. Simple, unassuming, to the point and
completely human.

It was early in the morning on April 4th, Easter
Sunday. I got out of bed to prepare for church, phone
in hand as I rummaged through clothing. And there it
was, all over the cold, unfeeling world of cyberspace.
A dear brother and comrade, and husband of a dear
friend was gone. In 2016, Josephine Effah-Chukwuma
asked me to write something for the joint 50th
birthday celebration planned for her and Innocent. I
was going to be out of the country on the day, but I
was glad to be able to share my thoughts about the
lovely couple. This is an excerpt from the 2016 tribute
to both of them:

More recently, as I began to navigate the difficult
terrain of linking policy advocacy around genderbased violence with grassroots community
engagement, without government bureaucracy
getting in the way, again Innocent was there, as
the Foundation entered into a partnership with
Nigerian Governors’ Wives Against Gender-Based
Violence as well as four States – Abia, Edo, Ekiti,
and Niger to work on programs to mitigate genderbased violence. Innocent Chukwuma stood out
as one of the very few who matched their public
opinions with their private actions. I will be forever
thankful to Innocent for his solidarity and expert
positions on social change philanthropy and impact
investments. My most enduring memories of him will
be those of a loving husband to my dear friend and
sister, Josephine. Take heart my dearest Josephine.
Innocent will always be with you.

‘Just before I met Josephine, she got married to
a brilliant, handsome man, Innocent Chukwuma.
Innocent was a kindred spirit and natural soul mate
for Josephine. Like the colleague he fell in love with,
he too was deeply committed to social justice issues,
human rights, and civil liberties. ….They both made
a choice to work in civil society, to serve people,
to fight for justice and to provide opportunities for
others. Their respective professional work has greatly
enriched the civil society community in Nigeria. ….
As a couple, Innocent and Josephine have been
exemplary role models. Their union serves as an
example to younger couples that a marriage takes
two devoted people who have mutual respect and
unconditional love for one another, and not one
partner on an everlasting ego trip. It takes a strong
man to love a strong woman, and young men need to
learn a thing or two about definitions of masculinity
from Innocent Chukwuma. A strong man is not
threatened or afraid of a woman’s success. A good
man knows that he has a responsibility to hold his
family together with love, respect and the fear of

Bisi Adeleye-Fayemi is a Gender Specialist, Social
Entrepreneur and Writer. She is the Founder of
Abovewhispers.com, an online community for
women. She is the First Lady of Ekiti State, and she
can be reached at BAF@abovewhispers.com
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20th March 2021
Innocent Chukwuma’s death: A big loss to humanity.
PRAWA joins the human rights community, Nigeria and his immediate family in mourning the departed kind,
strategic and impactful high achiever , Mr. Innocent Chukwuma.
Our departed comrade , Innocent, channeled his physical , mental and intellectual resources to the cause of
humanity. His contributions in different spheres of human rights protection and promotion especially to police
reform in Africa and Nigeria in particular speak for themselves.
Innocent rose to the peak of his career and recently retired meritoriously having successfully led the Ford foundation to numerous achievements in its interventions in the African continent.
Beyond his achievements at work, his kind support to the development of many at individual and organizational
levels are on record and worthy of commendation.
PRAWA , as an organization is a beneficiary of the support of our dear brother Innocent who at several occasions
attended and supported PRAWA’s activities. He also demonstrated his love for PRAWA and the work we do by
providing us with the resources to write the history of our organization to enable us showcase our little contributions and also for the story to serve as an encouragement to other upcoming organizations in terms of building
the requisite resilience and commitment required for successful and impactful engagement in development work
in an environment ridden by scarce resources.
The Founder/Executive Director of PRAWA, Dr. Uju Agomoh testifies to the support of Innocent thus : ‘’I came
in contact with our dear Comrade early in my career as a development worker and I appreciatively attest to his
kind support and encouragement to me personally as I built the organization’’
Our dear Comrade, a lot of positive things have been said about you from your student days of activism, your sojourn and impact at Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO) to your founding of CLEEN, NOPRIN and most recently
Ford Foundation,
we can only say that humanity has taken note of your positive contributions and believe that you have solidly
written your footsteps on the sands of time.
We therefore pray that posterity remains kind to you and the family you left behind.
May the Almighty Rest your beautiful soul and May your Supportive wife, beloved children and the entire Chukwuma family be comforted and consoled.
Signed:

Ogechi Ogu Esq
Deputy Director ,
PRAWA.

April 6, 2021
The Ag. Director,
Ford Foundation
West Africa Office
Lagos
Dear sir,
Letter of condolence
We are deeply saddened to hear about the demise of your immediate past Director,
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma and wish to express our deepest sympathy on behalf of the
Management and staff of Centre LSD.
Innocent was an example to all. He was such a simple and lovely person who was
passionate about the development of the youth and our country Nigeria. He was a
mentor to so many of us and we must say, his passing has left a gulf in the sector. His
passion and support to the growth of the non-profit sector in Nigeria is legendary.
At the Centre LSD 10th anniversary lecture on the 20th of February 2020, Innocent was
the Guest speaker. At the lecture, he spoke glowingly about leadership in Nigeria and
the strategies Nigeria and Nigerians need to adopt to resolve the country’s leadership
question. It was a lecture in season.
His work will go a long way to benefit many future generations.
My colleagues and I send our deepest condolence to you and his immediate family
members.
for: African Centre for Leadership, Strategy & Development (Centre LSD)

Mr. Monday Osasah
Executive Director.

Suite 26-29, 2nd Floor, Tolse Plaza, 4 Franca Afegbua Crescent (Formerly Lawan Gwadabe
Crescent), Near Apo Legislative Quarters Zone E Gate, Apo, Abuja, Nigeria
www.centrelsd.org; info@centrelsd.org; 0803 747 7498; 0812 255 6434
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KIND AND GENEROUS.
A TRIBUTE TO
INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

was very much saddened and
devastated by the incredibly sad
news of the passing on Saturday,
April 3. 2021 of our dear and
amiable Innocent Chukwuma, the
immediate past Regional Director
for West Africa of Ford Foundation
just barely two months after
we all gathered to celebrate his
retirement from, and send forth
by, Ford Foundation on Friday,
January 29, 2021. It is so sad and unbelievable
that we're talking about Innocent in the past
tense so soon thereafter!

I

knew of him before I met him and
the good things that I heard about
him were confirmed in person. At
every encounter, I left wiser, more
confident and inspired. In June 2018,
I got an email out of the blue from
him, to check on me and to ask if I
was available to speak at an event in
Oxford University on the shrinking
space for civil society work in our
region. I spoke with him and he encouraged me
to take up the opportunity to give a Nigerian
and African perspective on why protecting the
civic space was critical for development. He
introduced me to Chris Stone, and I found myself
on a panel discussing Civil Society Strategies
to protect and promote human rights in illiberal
contexts at the Bonavero Institute for Human
Rights at Oxford University in October 2018. He
facilitated and left you to do your own thing.

I got to know Innocent when he joined Ford
Foundation in 2013 as its Representative for
West Africa and I was privileged to work with
him in my capacity as a lawyer doing some
legal work for the Foundation. I must say
that throughout my interactions and working
with him over the years until his retirement,
I found him to be a very humble, intelligent,
knowledgeable, very hard working and a go
getter. He was a perfect gentleman and a very
respectful person, and we got on very well. He
was indeed an exceptionally good and nice man.

"He was
a perfect
gentleman and
a very respectful
person

Innocent Chukwuma was great at listening,
and if you find him and pitch your thoughts,
he was bound to add value or provide clarity
to get you closer to your goal. I will miss that
access and comfort knowing that he is nearby.
He was generous with his time and positive
affirmations. It is truly hard to say goodbye. We
mourn because we wanted more time with you.
May God comfort the family and grant them the
fortitude to bear the loss. Heaven has gained an
angel. Rest in power!

Osai Ojigho, human rights advocate and
director, Amnesty International Nigeria

Innocent will forever remain in our hearts and
minds. My sincere condolences go to his wife
and family and may God grant them and also
his friends and colleagues particularly those
at Ford Foundation, the fortitude to bear the
irreplaceable loss.

CHIEF ZIK C. OBI II

122

INNOCENT CHUKWUMA: THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF A BEACON OF HOPE ACROSS
GENERATIONS

W

riting this tribute is painful because
I had intended to celebrate Innocent
Chukwuma with a eulogy when he left
Ford Foundation as Regional Director
for West Africa in January 2021, but life
got in the way and I kept pushing it forward. The plan
was to recognize his pioneering efforts in Nigeria’s civic
space and his contributions to entrenching democracy
in Nigeria, including his fervent support for civic
organizations and young emerging leaders before his
glorious exit on April 3, 2021. For many people in my
generation who did not know him well, Innocent was my
friend, brother, and mentor, and his death cuts so deep.
Iroko, as many call him, had a significant influence
on my life and career. He cleared the path for many
people like me to follow. He was a leader of thought
who bestrode several sectors and works of life in his
activism, leaving imprints of innovation, knowledge, and
impactful results.
Innocent was intentional about investing in people,
especially young people. I was 25 and fresh out of
Law School when Innocent invited me to join a highlevel Civil Society Panel on Police Reforms established
by CLEEN Foundation to perform a diagnosis on
policing in Nigeria and to proffer recommendations
for repositioning the Nigerian Police. Ms. Ayo Obe, a
former President of the Civil Liberties Organization
(CLO), chaired the panel, which had other leading CSO
voices and scholars as members. At that point, I had
limited knowledge of police reform, but I was passionate
about human rights. Innocent had faith in me, and
he availed me the opportunity to learn. Fascinated
by the panel’s theory of change, I asked Innocent
after one of our sessions why he was so interested in
reforming an institution like the police, which seemed
resistant to change and decimated beyond redemption?
Without sounding pedantic, he responded, “I only
see opportunities…we transform our institutions by
engaging them.” My idea of activism and civil society
was transformed from that day.
Innocent was an unapologetic patriot who believed
our democratic institutions could still work for the
common good. This philosophy has shaped our work
on elections, legislative engagement, and citizen
participation at Yiaga Africa. He was a firm believer
in young people and my generation. He stood out as
one leader who cared so much about intergenerational
transition. He made concerted efforts to bridge
the gap between his generation of civic actors and
emerging civic activists. His depth of knowledge on
student unionism and Nigeria’s democracy struggle
was unparalleled. I attribute my little knowledge of the
internal dynamics that shaped the student movement
during Nigeria’s dark days under the military to my
one-to-one interactions with Innocent at various times.
Having served as a student union leader in his days, he
always lamented about the deplorable state of student
union activism in Nigeria and his determination to fix
it. His proposed memoir was to serve as a guide and
tool for inspiration for my generation and the upcoming
generation of civic activists. He never declined an
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invitation to speak to young people because he
considered it an opportunity to pass the torch to the
next generation. Inspired by Innocent, I launched a
mentorship programme in January 2020 to build a new
cadre of young civic leaders.
In 2019, Innocent invited me to join the working group
for the Symposium on Strength in Solidarity in Human
Rights, a fascinating new project he kick-started with
Professor Chris Stone at the Columbia University, USA,
to rebuild strength and solidarity in the field of human
rights. This project saw us hosting meetings in New
York and Jordan with other leaders of social movements
across the world. On this particular trip, Innocent
shared his fascination with social investing and impact
bonds as a new way of financing development work. He
counselled that I explore this emerging new area with
my work at Yiaga Africa. He taught me many valuable
lessons on being an effective leader in the public space
and managing successes and failures.
Innocent was a firm believer in leadership transition
as a catalyst for institutional growth. This manifested
in the way he transited from CLEEN, the organisation
he founded to Ford Foundation as Regional Director
in 2012. For Innocent, the best way to leave a
lasting legacy as a civic leader is to invest in building
institutions that outlive us. Nine years after his exit
as Executive Director of CLEEN Foundation, the
organization still plays a leading role in the field
of criminal justice administration and democratic
governance with the same degree of tenacity.
It will be remiss of me not to mention his unwavering
support and dedication towards the Not Too Young to
Run movement. A few months ago, he spent some time
with the movement's leadership to design scenarios
for the 2023 elections. As a visionary, he painted a
clear picture of the opportunities for young people to
capture political power and transform Nigeria’s public
governance space. He gave hope and sold the dream
of the possibilities pervading our political space. He
ignited our fire and passion for the Nigerian project
and gave us a roadmap on how to get there. He was
indeed a bridge-builder between the past and future
generations, and it is on the shoulders of men like
Innocent that movements like the Not Too Young to Run
continue to thrive. We owe him a debt of gratitude.
I was looking forward to welcoming him to the Blavatnik
School of Government here at the University of Oxford
for his fellowship before the news of his untimely
demise broke out. My heart goes out to his lovely wife,
Aunty Josephine, and his daughters for this irreparable
loss. The nation has lost a DECENT MAN. The world has
lost A HUMANIST and an INTELLECTUAL.
Adieu, my brother and mentor! Rest in power and
strength!

Samson Itodo

(N on-governm ental O rganisation)

23rd April, 2021.
The Executive Director,
CLEEN Foundation,
26, Bamenda Crescent,
Wuse Zone 3,
Abuja, Nigeria.
Dear Sir,
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE ON THE DEATH OF MR INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
On behalf of the Board, Management and Staff of the Africa Network for Environment and
Economic Justice (ANEEJ), I wish to express our heartfelt condolences to you, Management
and Staff of your organization over the death of the Founder and Pioneer Executive Director
of CLEEN Foundation, Mr. Innocent Chukwuma who died on 3rd April 2021.
We are indeed, saddened with the news of his untimely death, more so when the nation is at
cross-roads on issues of policing and insecurity--major issues which he championed.
Obviously, he died at a very critical time the nation of Nigeria needed him most.
You should, however, take solace in the fact that Innocent Chukwuma was renowned for
being a very dogged human right defender who made excellent marks in the Police and Public
Safety sector.
Our hearts go out to the wife, Josephine and lovely children he left behind. We pray Almighty
God to grant his soul eternal rest in God’s bosom and you as well as members of his esteemed
family and the entire management and staff of CLEEN FOUNDATION, the fortitude to bear the
irreparable loss.
We Stand with you at this moment of grief and you can always count on our solidarity and
participation in his obsequies.
Again, accept our heartfelt condolences.
SIGNED

Rev. David Ugolor
Executive Director

Innocent & Josephine in
Indianapolis, USA

Still at daughter Chidinma’s
graduation in 2018

Proud father at Chidinma’s
Call to Bar in 2019.

At a Philanthropy Forum

2nd daughter Amarachi’s graduation from Rutgers University
in New Jersey in 2020 which
the family couldn’t attend due
to COVID

Proud parents at Chidimma’s call to bar

Innocent & Josephine
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DJ Chuks

With Paul Nwulu his colleague at Ford Foundation

With Chidi Odinkalu & Prof Alemika

With Hilary Pennington, Executive Vice President,
Programmes, Ford Foundation

Innocent with the Obi of Onitsha, Nnaemeka
Achebe CFR, and Darren Walker, President of
Ford Foundation

With sister-in-law Sylvia at his 55th birthday
Feb 6, 2021
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his wife also formed and sponsored a cultural dance
troupe as a way of not only promoting the rich
culture of Umuodia in particular, but also Mbaise
land, but also provide income for the female dancers
as they have been performing at events.

t was a rude shock when on Sunday April
4th, the news of the death of Innocent
rented the air. It looked like a dream when
the news flashed but a call to close family
member confirmed his death.

In December 2020, when he was home for the
Christmas with his family, he appealed to the Ahiazu
Local Government Area to grade our rural road and
single handedly funded the grading of the road. He
graded the road from Umulomo Eziama to Umuodia
and from Nkwo Umuegwu to Eke Mpam market
which is a two kilometers road. Innocent never used
his position in the society to oppress any and only
few of us knew his worth.

Innocent was a community, national and
international figure. He was quite simple, friendly,
caring supportive to any good course that will better
the lives of those around him. He was part of all
the developmental projects done in Umuodia and
believed in contributory support of every one in
village projects even though he will give the highest.
He was part of the group (Umuodia Professionals)
that sunk borehole, commissioned it and handed
it over to the village. He and the wife Josephine
created a WhatsApp platform known as Umuodia
Renaissance for professional sons, daughters and
wives of Umuodia to discuss various developmental
issues in the village, especially the plights of youths.
The group raised funds during COVID to share food
items and money to women in the village. He and

It is sad that we lost him at this time but who are we
to query God. We pray that his soul will rest in peace.
Ven Bertram U. Ogoke
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Tuesday 6th April 2021
The Ford Foundation
PO Box 2368 Marina
Lagos, Nigeria
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
We are in deep sadness from the news of Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, the former Head of Ford Foundation West Africa.
My deepest sympathies go out to the entire Ford Foundation and his family during this challenging period. His
passing away comes at a time when our nation and the world require more unquestionable and undeniable voices
for truth and reason, of which, Innocent was the veritable embodiment.

CONDOLENCE LETTER

Please accept our sincere condolences on behalf of West Africa Vocational Education
(WAVE). Mr Innocent Chukwuma was a great support to WAVE and because of the trust
that he granted us through the Ford Foundation as well as being an excellent thought
partner for us, WAVE has continued to work towards her vision of a world where every
young African has the skills and the opportunities to become what they imagine.
Youths across the country have a better opportunity and chance at accessing job
opportunities regardless of their ability to obtain a university degree and teachers and
educators are delivering competency based education across the country because of Mr
Chukwuma’s support.
His contributions and partnership with WAVE will not be forgotten and our thoughts and
prayers are with the entire family and friends at this very difficult time. He will be missed

Innocent Chukwuma was a multifarious national leader of distinction whose life epitomized the discipline, virtue and
character of a renowned global citizen, activist, reformer, civil society leader, and advocate. His integrity, credibility,
forthrightness and rigour was exemplary, and his life was a sacrifice to the highest democratic ideals: freedom,
equality, equity and social justice. He graced the national, Pan-African and global landscape with his unparalleled
dedication, genuine commitment and distinguished service to humanity. He goes down in history as one of this
generation’s clear, undiluted and unbridled voices of conscience, transparency and accountability in the public
interest.
As a ready partner of the NESG, he was instrumental in crucial national conversations and policy dialogues on
reforms. Innocent constantly engaged national stakeholders on the NESG platform in many thematic areas, including
electoral, police, natural resource governance, sustainable peace and security, government transparency and
accountability, poverty eradication and job creation, constitutional democratic authority thematic areas and other
emerging national issues that called on his depth and breadth of experience. His wisdom, astuteness, and profound
insight had added immense value to many of these subjects at the Nigerian Economic Summit (NES) over the years.
In November 2020, at the just concluded #NES26, he again spoke on the High-Level Panel On “Bridging the Inequality
Gap”. At the NESG, when you talk about activism or the ideals of high-impact advocacy, the name Innocent
Chukwuma readily comes to mind.
His loss is truly disheartening and irreparable. Innocent represents a generation of activists whose struggle to
expand the civic space in Nigeria created the unlikely convergence of forces that birth the Nigerian Economic Summit
and the Nigerian Economic Summit Group. As a dear friend and partner, Innocent will be sorely missed! I take solace
because he lived a good life, his impact will transcend generations, and his good works will remain as seeds in our
hearts forever. We are thankful for the wonderful years he spent impacting lives and leaving a lasting legacy. It was
an opportunity and privilege for us at the NESG to have partnered with him in those years.

Warm Regards
Molade Adeniyi
CEO, WAVE

May the almighty God grant him eternal rest and give his loved ones and those who admired Innocent the fortitude
to bear the loss.
Yours Faithfully,

‘Laoye Jaiyeola
Chief Executive Officer

WAVE (West Africa Vocational Education)
info@waveacademies.org

51 Hughes Avenue, Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria
+234.1.291.6586

TRIBUTE TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA

FAREWELL
TO INNOCENT
CHUKWUMA, A TRUE
ALLY

C

rime Victims Foundation Nigeria
commiserate with the family of
Innocent Chukwuma and CLEEN
Foundation group on Innocent’s
sudden departure from this earth.

The African Women’s Development Fund’s team
are saddened beyond words at the death of
Innocent Chukwuma, former Director of Ford
Foundation West Africa.

Inno’s surname is Chukwuma, in Ibo translated
as GOD KNOWS BEST. His sudden departure
at this prime age is deeply felt by not only
Nigerians but Diaspora Partners local and
foremost activists in Nigeria and Africa, young
people, Federal and State Governments, and
individuals that he touched their lives.
The outpouring of grief from far and near
should bring some relief to those he left behind.
Innocent touched lives, he made contributions to
society. His legacies will live on for generations

The Ford Foundation has been a long-standing
partner of AWDF, and since 2017 Innocent led his
team in numerous engagements with AWDF prior
to and after AWDF was awarded a Ford Build
grant. He was a highly engaged partner, always
ready to provide support and perspective on any
initiative. He made a profound impact on our work,
going beyond the call of duty to build an enduring
rapport that has thrived till date.

"His biggest achievement
will also be seen in the
contributions he made in
the advancement of police
reforms, Civil Society
coalitions, Police-Community
partnerships

Innocent will be most remembered for his fervent
belief, not only in the sanctity of women’s rights,
but also in the drive for development in Africa,
putting this zeal in everything he worked on. His
deep understanding of the political context of
women’s rights in Africa, and genuine interest in the
work made him an invaluable partner for countless
civil society organisations in Ghana and across the
continent.
AWDF Co-Founder and Board Member Bisi
Adeleye-Fayemi says: “Innocent Chukwuma was
simply the best. With his sudden passing, African
Civil Society has lost a great Thought Leader,
the feminist movement has lost an unwavering
ally and many of us have lost a dear brother and
friend. Innocent always knew what was needed and
necessary to strengthen the movements we need
for social change. He will be sorely missed”.

to come.

AWDF CEO Françoise Moudouthe also recounts: “In
the short period that I have worked at AWDF, I have
observed the impact of Innocent’s allyship with our
organisation and with feminist movements across
Africa.”.

Some of us who had reason to come across
him saw not only the humaneness in him,
but also the doggedness to fight on for the
downtrodden. His biggest achievement will
also be seen in the contributions he made in the
advancement of police reforms, Civil Society
coalitions, Police-Community partnerships – the
list is endless; everybody benefited in one way
or the other.

Our deepest condolences go to his wife Josephine
and the entire family, as well as his colleagues at
the Ford Foundation.

On behalf of the board of Directors of Crime
Victims Foundation Nigeria, we send our
condolences.

LYDIA MACLEAN Communications & Fundraising
Specialist,
African Women's Development Fund,
Justice Sarkodie Addo Avenue, East Legon, Accra,
Ghana
Website: www.awdf.org

Rest In Peace Inno in the bosom of our Lord.
Amen
Signed
CRIME VICTIMS FOUNDATION NIGERIA
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FOUNDATION FOR PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES IN THE NIGER DELTA

April 07, 2021
Dabesaki Mac-Ikemenjima
The Acting Regional Director
The Ford Foundation – Office for West Africa
Ten 105 Close, Banana Island, Ikoyi
Lagos
Dear Dabesaki,
LETTER OF CONDOLENCE
I write on behalf of the leadership and staff of PIND Foundation to offer our deepest and most
sincere condolences to you and the entire Ford Foundation family on the sudden passing of
your immediate past Regional Director for West Africa, Mr Innocent Chukwuma on April 03,
2021.
Mr Chukwuma was a dedicated leader within the third sector, who understood the essence of
building cross-sectoral multi-stakeholder partnerships to spur sustainable development in
Nigeria and beyond. He provided leadership in establishing the current partnership that PIND
enjoys with Ford Foundation through the funding of the Niger Delta Youth Employment
Pathways (NDYEP) project that has become a model for fostering youth job-readiness,
workforce development and job creation in Nigeria’s Niger Delta. Under his direction, the
NDYEP project has equipped thousands of unemployed young people in the region with market
relevant skills that enabled their transitioning to decent jobs and entrepreneurship. His
expertise and knowledge will be sorely missed in the international development space,
nationally and globally.
Please accept our heartfelt commiserations for this sad loss. We pray God will grant Mr
Chukwuma eternal rest and give the Ford Family, his immediate family and the development
sector in Nigeria, of which we are one, the fortitude and strength to bear the loss.
With best wishes,

Dara Akala
Executive Director
Head Office- Abuja
25 Jimmy Carter Street, Off Mahmud Ribadu Street
Off Shehu Shagari Way, Asokoro, Abuja, Nigeria
Phone: +234 (09)2910454
Website: www.pindfoundation.org

Economic Development Center- Port Harcourt
DL House, 50 B/C, Omerelu Street, G.R.A Phase 1
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria
Phone: +234 (0) 817 2401 581

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PINDFoundation/

Twitter: @PINDfoundation

Economic Development Center- Warri
No. 1 PIND-EDC Drive, Egbokodo-Itsekiri,
Warri, Delta State, Nigeria
Phone: +234 (0) 0817 2401 598,
+234 (0) 9030808794
LinkedIn: @PINDfoundation

Instagram: @PINDfoundation

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF NIGERIA’S IMPACT INVESTMENT
HERO, INNOCENT CHUKWUMA

I

nnocent Chukwuma unexpectedly
passed away on the evening
of Saturday, 3rd April 2021 of
Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML).
This came as a great shock to
us all as we were gearing up
for Innocent’s next endeavours.
We lost him at the time he was
starting a post-retirement life
ready to scale greater heights.
We may not be able to explain
the abruptness of the situation, but we can
attest to his great accomplishments.

in the Global South. He holds a master’s
degree in criminal justice from the University
of Leicester and a bachelor’s degree in religion
from the University of Nigeria.

"As a firm human
rights and good
governance
advocate, Innocent
believed in
bringing justice
and help to the
people.

Innocent Chukwuma was a father, a mentor,
a brother, a friend, a pioneer, a giver and he
believed in all of the possibilities of making
Nigeria a superpower through the lens of
Impact Investing.
Innocent served diligently and resourcefully
as the vice-chair of the Impact Investors’
Foundation (IIF) and a core member and
leader in the establishment of the Nigeria
National Advisory Board for impact investment
(NAB). He played this role with great strength
and innovation. He selflessly trained, impacted
and supported each member of the IIF
team whilst providing acute advisory on the
development of Impact Investing in Nigeria
through the IIF and the NAB.

With his wealth of experience and knowledge,
Innocent Chukwuma was invited to be a
visiting fellow at the University of Oxford’s
Blavatnik School of Government to complete
his autobiography where he shares his journey
of humble beginnings to a life of purpose and
fulfilment.

As a firm human rights and good governance
advocate, Innocent believed in bringing justice
and help to the people. He aided in the
development of international collaborations
and support towards Nigeria. He was the chief
pioneer in building strong non-profit and nongovernmental organisations in Nigeria such as
the CLEEN Foundation, Altus Global Alliance
and so many others in order to promote public
safety, security and accessible justice in the
West African region. He was the recent past
director for Ford Foundation, West Africa
office.

We relish this moment by taking time to
honour and celebrate the life of Nigeria’s
Impact Investment Hero. We choose to
continue to live out his legacy by duplicating
every footprint and milestone he achieved for
West Africa.
May we ask that you also join us in the same
endeavour by supporting the work being
carried out in the Impact Investment space.

Innocent was the recipient of numerous
honours, including the Reebok International
Human Rights Award. He served as visiting
lecturer at Harvard Kennedy School of
Government, where he designed and taught
a course on the management of non-profits

Afolabi Oladele, FNAE
Chairman, Impact Investors’ Foundation of
Nigeria
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Abuja, Nigeria,
7th April 2021.
Our Ref: BBFORPEACE/04/01
Dear colleagues at CLEEN Foundation,
Subject: Letter of Condolences on the death of Innocent Chukwuma
We of the above organisation use this medium to express our condolences to the entire team at
CLEEN Foundation on the death of Innocent Chukwuma, Founder and Pioneer Executive Director
of CLEEN Foundation.
To us at Building Blocks for Peace Foundation, we received the news with great shock. The late
Innocent was an inspiration to young people and a role model to the civil society community. We
are consoled by the footprints left behind by the great icon.
We wish the entire team the strength to carry on at this great time.

Yours in Peace

Rafiu Lawal
Executive Director

Building Blocks for Peace Foundation
+234(0)8054151494, info@bbforpeace.org,
www.bbforpeace.org

WE MOURN OUR FOUNDER, INNOCENT CHUKWUMA
Network on Police Reform in Nigeria (NOPRIN Foundation) with grief, regret to announce the
death of its Founder and Pioneer Chairperson, Mr Innocent Chukwuma who passed away, on
the 3rd of April, 2021. He was also the Founder and Pioneer Executive Director of CLEEN
Foundation.
We appreciate the foundation you have laid for police reforms but most especially the Criminal
Justice Reforms. This sector can breathe because of your efforts, adieu.
NOPRIN secretariat would be open on Wednesday 7th April, 2021 to receive, members, visitors
as well as tributes. Messages and tributes can also be sent through mail: noprin@noprin.org.
Ensure to adhere to COVID-19 precautionary measures as you visit the secretariat.
Our prayers and condolences go to his family and the CSO family he has left behind meanwhile
information on burial arrangements would be made known soon.
Adieu Innocent Chukwuma

Signed:
Saviour Akpan Esq.
Chairperson,
On behalf of the Coordinating Committee and Board of Trustees,
NOPRIN Foundation.

