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1.

2.

Opening Hymn: CH 676 - For All The Saints Who From Their Labour Rest
1.
FOR all the Saints who from their labours rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O JESUS, be for ever Alleluia! [blest.
2.

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their might;
Thou, LORD, their Captain, in the well-fought ﬁght;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. Alleluia!

3.

Oh! may Thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,
Fight as the Saints who nobly fought of old,
And win, with them, the victor's crown of gold. Alleluia!

4.

Oh! blest communion! fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Alleluia! [Thine.

5.

And when the strife is ﬁerce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Alleluia!

6.

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest. Alleluia!

7.

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The Saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The KING of GLORY passes on His way. Alleluia!

8.

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to FATHER, SON and HOLY GHOST – Alleluia! Amen.

Psalm 90
1.
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
2.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.
3.
Thou turnest man back to the dust, and sayest, “Turn back, O children of men!”
4.
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as
a watch in the night
5.
Thou dost sweep men away; they are like a dream, like grass which is
renewed in the morning:
6.
In the morning it ﬂourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.
7.
For we are consumed by thy anger; by thy wrath we are overwhelmed.
8.
Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy
countenance.
9.
For all our days pass away under thy wrath, our years come to an end like a sigh.
10. The years of our life are threescore and ten, or even by reason of strength
fourscore; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we
ﬂy away.
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

3.

Who considers the power of thy anger, and thy wrath according to the fear
of thee?
So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.
Return, O LORD! How long? Have pity on thy servants!
Satisfy us in the morning with thy steadfast love, that we may rejoice and
be glad all our days.
Make us glad as many days as thou hast aﬄicted us, and as many years as
we have seen evil.
Let thy work be manifest to thy servants, and thy glorious power to their
children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish thou the work
of our hands upon us, yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

Bible Reading: Revelation 7:11-17
11.
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped
God,
12. Singing, 'Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.'
13. Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 'Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?
14. I said to him, 'Sir, you are the one that knows.' Then he said to me, 'These are
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter
them.
16. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat.
17. For the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.
Reader: This is the word of the Lord
All:
Thanks be to God
Hymn: CH 347 - I Know That My Redeemer Lives
1.
I know that my Redeemer lives:
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead.
He lives, my everlasting Head.
2.

He lives, triumphant from the grave,
He lives, eternally to save,
He lives all glorious in the sky,
He lives, exalted there on high.
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3.

He lives to bless me with His love,
And still He pleads for me above:
He lives to raise me from the grave,
And me eternally to save.

4.

He lives within my heart to dwell,
And save me from the power of hell;
To comfort me whene'er I faint,
And soothe my heaviest complaint.

5.

He lives my mansion to prepare;
And He will bring me safely there;
He lives, all glory to His Name!
Jesus unchangeably the same!
Amen.
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Sermon

5.

Hymn: Fading away like the Stars of the Morning
1.
Fading away like the stars of the morning,
Losing their light in the glorious sun-Thus would we pass from the earth and its toiling,
Only remembered by what we have done.
Refrain: Only remembered, only remembered,
Only remembered by what we have done;
Thus would we pass from the earth and its toiling,
Only remembered by what we have done.
2.

Shall we be miss'd though by others succeeded,
Reaping the ﬁelds we in springtime have sown?
No, for the sowers may pass from their labors,
Only remembered by what they have done.
Refrain: Only remembered, only remembered,

3.

Only the truth that in life we have spoken,
Only the seed that on earth we have sown;
These shall pass onward when we are forgotten,
Fruits of the harvest and what we have done.
Refrain: Only remembered, only remembered,

4.

Oh, when the Saviour shall make up His jewels,
When the bright crowns of rejoicing are won,
Then shall His weary and faithful disciples,
All be remembered by what they have done.
Refrain: Only remembered, only remembered,
Only remembered by what we have done;
Thus would we pass from the earth and its toiling,
Only remembered by what we have done.

06

6.

Prayer
Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit
Let us pray:
Priest: Lord have mercy
People: Christ have mercy
Priest: Lord have mercy
Our Father, which art in Heaven. Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses. As we forgive them that trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen
Priest: Enter not into judgment with thy son Mr Innocent Chukwuma,
People: For in thy sight shall no man living be justiﬁed
Priest: Grant eternal rest unto Mr Innocent Chukwuma
People: And let perpetual light shine upon him
Priest: We believe verily to see the goodness of the Lord
People: In the land of the living
Priest: Oh Lord, hear our prayer
People: And let our cry come unto thee
Prayers
O God of grace and glory, we remember before You this day our brother
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, we thank You for giving him to us, his family and friends
to know and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In Your boundless
compassion, console all who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of
eternal life so that in quiet conﬁdence we may continue our course on earth, until
by Your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to You our brother Mr Innocent Chukwuma, who
was reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall
to us Your victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in Your
Father's love. Give us we pray, the faith to follow where You have left the way; and
where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
O Lord, be merciful to all travelers, especially those who have travelled from far
and near places to commiserate with the bereaved and those who will travel after
these funeral rites, grant them a safe return, bless, guide and defend them, protect
them from all perils and dangers of the road. Prosper them in their course, that
they, beholding Your mercy, and praising You for your goodness here may the
more be quickened with a desire for the full enjoyment of their privileges as fellowcitizens with the saints in Your heavenly household, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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To be said by all:
Support us O Lord, all the day long in this troubled life until the shade lengthens
and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and
our work is done. Then Lord, in your mercy, grant us safe lodging, a holy rest and
peace at last, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
7.

Announcements

8.

Nunc Dimittis
1.
Lord now You let Your servant/ go in/ peace:
Your/ word has/ been ful/ ﬁlled
2. My own eyes have/ seen the sal/vation:
Which You have prepared in the/ sight of/ every/ people
3. A light to re/ veal You to the/ nations
And the/ glory of Your/ people/ Israel
Glory be to the Father and/ to the Son:
And/ to the/ Holy/ Spirit;
As it was in the be/ ginning is now:
And shall be for/ ever. Amen

9.

Funeral Commendation
Let us commend our brother to the mercy of God our Maker and Redeemer.
Heavenly Father, by Your mighty power You gave us life, and in Your love You have
given us new life in Jesus Christ. We entrust Mr. Innocent Chukwuma to your
merciful keeping in the faith of Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who died and rose
again to save us and is now alive and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit in glory
forever and ever. Amen.

10. Withdrawal Hymn: CH 539 - Through the Love of God our Saviour
1.
Through the love of God our Saviour,
All will be well;
Free and changeless is His favour;
All, all is well;
Precious is the Blood that healed us;
Perfect is the Grace that sealed us;
Strong the Hand stretched out to shield us;
All must be well.
2.

Though we pass through tribulation,
All will be well;
Ours is such a full Salvation;
All, all is well.
Happy, still in God conﬁding,
Fruitful, if in Christ abiding,
Holy, through the Spirit's guiding,
All must be well.
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3.

We expect a bright tomorrow,
All will be well;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
All, all is well.
On our Father's love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Or in living, or in dying,
All must be well.

4.

God of love and grace and glory,
Whom now we bless,
TRINITY! most high, most holy,
Thee we confess!
Ever in the new creation
May we sing Thy great Salvation,
And with joyful adoration
Our praise address! Amen.
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BIOGRAPHY
Early Years

SUG speaking at Zik House, inﬂuenced his joining

Innocent was born on February 6th, 1966 at Queen

the student union activism. He was among the

Elizabeth Hospital Umuahia (now capital of Abia

student leaders across Nigerian campuses that

State) to the family of late Pa Dennis & Eileen

led the national anti-SAP (Structural Adjustment

Chukwuma of Umuodia village in Umuegwu-Mpam

Programme) protest of 1988/89 which was

in Ahiazu local government area of Imo State.

the ﬁrst organised national resistance against

The ﬁfth in a family of seven, Innocent had his

the World Bank/International Monetary Fund

primary education at St Stephen’s primary school;

Structural Adjustment Programme that destroyed

and secondary education at Holy Ghost College

the social welfare movement in Nigeria.

in Umuahia before proceeding to University of

As a result of the protest, Innocent and other

Nigeria, Nsukka campus for his undergraduate

student leaders from UNN were expelled and

studies.

had to ﬁght it out in court, to get re-instated in

Like every child who grew up after the civil war,

school. It was the late Gani Fawehinmi and Civil

where every family had to start life with £20,

Liberties Organization, CLO that gave him free

regardless of how much they owned before the

legal assistance, which got him back to school,

war, Innocent never had a childhood. He had to

and enable him graduate.

help from an early age in augmenting the family
income through hawking and assisting his mother
in trading. Helping his mother and putting a
smile on her face daily, was Innocent’s joy. He did
this in the mornings, and went to school in the
afternoon. Through this, Innocent cut his tooth in
entrepreneurship, which helped in later in life in
being a serial social entrepreneur.

University Days & Student Activism
Innocent gained admission into UNN in 1986 to
study Religion & Philosophy. In his second year he
joined the radical student movement known as the
Marxist Youth Movement, and through that joined
students’ union politics and got elected Speaker
of the UNN Student Union, as well as Senate
President of the National Association of Nigerian
Students, NANS. Watching late Chima Ubani, then
the President of the Students Union Government,
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National Youth Service & CLO

in Nigeria.

On graduation, Innocent was posted to
Monguno in Borno State for his National Youth

CLEEN Foundation

Service, NYSC. He spent only a few months

Innocent disengaged from CLO in December

there, before deciding to relocate to Lagos,

1997, to found what was known then as Centre

to join his friends and mentors in the students

for Law Enforcement Education in Nigeria

movement – Chima Ubani and Emma Ezeazu

in January 1998. In the course of trying to

(both of blessed memory) – who at the time

register the name with the Corporate Aﬀairs

were working in Civil Liberties Organization,

Commission, CAC the name was considered

CLO, the foremost human rights organization

to be a challenge to government coming at

in Nigeria. He got to Lagos and squatted with

the military rule and Abacha’s transition. So he

his friends at their two bed-room apartment

had to settle for CLEEN Foundation (CLEEN

in Fadeyi. He followed them to work daily, as

still meaning Centre for Law Enforcement

a volunteer because he felt it was his way of

Education in Nigeria).

saying thank you for the assistance rendered

The idea to found CLEEN, was based on the

him. It was a year after that CLO employed

identiﬁcation of the need for an organization

him when they saw the report on police human

that would not only be chronicling the police

rights abuses that he put together.

abuse, but on that would also work with the

Innocent had thought his stay at CLO would

police to change the police from a military

be a brief stint. However he ended up working

police, to a civil one. He recognised the fact

in CLO for six (6) years, rising from the

that years of military rule had militarised the

position of an Assistant Programme Oﬃcer to

police and that had to change. Running the

Acting Executive Director before resigning in

police project of CLO for years, and learning

December 1997, to found CLEEN Foundation in

that there were individual police oﬃcers

January 1998.

that were not sadistic in their intentions

While at CLO, Innocent was actively involved

to the community they served; that they

in various pro-democracy groups such as

lacked proper training which would enhance

Campaign for Democracy, CD; Democratic

their capacity to deliver on the job; and

Alliance, DA; Women in Nigeria, WIN etc. He

admission of severe human rights abuses,

was one of those who lobbied for sanctions

under Coommassie during the ﬁrst National

against the military before the US Congress,

Workshop on Law Enforcement & Human

the 1st Extraordinary Session of the African

Rights in Nigeria, Innocent had his focus in

Commission on Human and People’s Rights in

setting up CLEEN Foundation, clearly cut out.

Kampala; the United Nations Commission on

Innocent set out in CLEEN to build

Human Rights, UNCHR etc.

partnerships between civil society and law

The various international campaigns against

enforcement agencies; pioneering institutional

the military, won him the prestigious Reebok

researches into law enforcement issues and

Award in 1996. The award had a cash

sustaining it; and introducing COMMUNITY

component of $25,000. Innocent when

POLICING in Nigeria. He it was who took the

accepting the award, stated that it would be

then IGP, Tafa Balogun to Chicago on the bill of

dedicated to setting up an organization that

McArthur Foundation to visit and understudy

would focus on policing and law enforcement

community policing as practiced in the United
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States. CLEEN under him, carried out a review of

towards meeting the Sustainable development

the legal framework of the police in Nigeria. He

Goals, SDG. This led to the launching of the

set up an endowment fund/investments for the

Impact Investors Foundation. He was a skilled

sustainability of CLEEN Foundation.

grantmaker.
When COVID-19 struck in March 2020, Innocent

Innocent as a Serial Entrepreneur

reached out to the Nigeria Centre for Disease

Innocent had the MIDAS TOUCH. Anything he

Control, NCDC and was a member of the

touched, turned to gold. He founded several

ANAP Foundation COVID-19 Think Tank. Ford

platforms and groups which he handed over to

Foundation under him, supported the Lagos State

other people to run. They include:

government with vehicles to assist with contact

• Transition Monitoring Group (with Clement

tracing.

Nwankwo, Edetaen Ojo, Festus Okoye etc)

“

• Network on Police Reforms in Nigeria, NOPRIN
• Altus Global Alliance
• Alliances for Credible Elections, ACE
• APCOF
• Oluaka Institute of Philanthropy
• Impact Investors Foundation

Ford Foundation Years

Innocent had the
MIDAS TOUCH.
Anything he
touched, turned
to gold.

In January 2013, Innocent joined Ford Foundation

He recently retired from Ford Foundation

as the Regional Director for West Africa. Innocent

(January 31st, 2021) after 8 years of meritorious

was the ﬁrst Nigerian to hold that position.

service.

In 2015 when President Muhammadu Buhari
was elected President, Innocent coordinated a

Marriage & Family

strategic funding by Ford Foundation, McArthur

Innocent met his lovely wife of 23 years,

Foundation and Open Society Institute for West

Josephine (a feminist and women’s rights activist)

Africa, OSIWA for the anti-corruption agenda

in September 1996. Referred to as the 1st human

of the government, and especially the work of

rights couple in Nigeria, as they were the ﬁrst

the Presidential Advisory Committee Against

activists to meet on the job and get married,

Corruption, (PACAC).

Josephine and Innocent to all who knew them

Under his transformational leadership, the

were inseparable.

West Africa oﬃce supported critical work with

In planning their wedding, they operated on

government at federal and state levels; and

the philosophy of equal founders and equal

pioneered the hosting of diﬃcult but important

joiners’’. They both moved from their respective

conversations on the civil war in Nigeria, its

apartments into a place they jointly found and set

impact and the way forward. He also initiated

up. Josephine and Innocent are blessed with three

ground-breaking work in the area of impact

lovely children – Chidinma Ekanem, Amarachi Itu,

investing in West Africa with the sole purpose

and Nkechi Ama.

of leveraging resources from the private sector
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INNOCENT MY LOVE. MY IROKO

S

aturday April 3rd, 2021. Hmmmmmmm.
The day the LORD chose to call HOME
my soul mate, my friend, my brother,
my cheer leader, the husband of my
youth, the father of my children.
Can I question GOD? NEVER! Questioning
HIM means UNGRATEFULNESS for the
twenty-three (23) beautiful years he gave us.
I thank GOD for giving Innocent to me and
the children. Yes, we wanted him for 50 more
years. Yes, I wanted to grow old with him, but
then JEHOVAH has the FINAL SAY.

succeeding did not pose a threat to you. It
was a thing of pride to you. I remember when
I was on admission for the birth of Amarachi
in 1999 and I had to be on bed rest, you would
come to the hospital with a laptop and take
notes of things (proposals) I needed to write
and complete them for me. That was the
year I founded Project Alert. Without your
encouragement, would I have come this far
with Project Alert? NO. Even in December
2020, at our end of year retreat, you came to
talk to my staﬀ.

Honey we courted for only four (4) months
before we married. The very ﬁrst lunch outing
we had at Aﬁ’s Kitchen in Surulere was where
we knew we were meant for each other. We
shared a lot in common. Both of us born
the same year; we occupy same position in
our families (5th children); we were both
activists; and we loved music and dancing. You
proposed to me on the dance ﬂoor at the then
Ozone night club. We had our court wedding
in Lagos before even going home to meet my
family and yours. That is how crazily in love
we were. We did not want to entertain any
opposition being that I am Eﬁk and you Igbo.
We said to ourselves, if they refuse to collect
our drinks, we will keep it under our bed and
be drinking. Crazy Innocent & Josephine.

Chidinma, Amarachi and Nkechi were blessed
with the best daddy in the world. You were the
calm river while I was the volcano according to
one of our children (hahahaha). You touched
their souls. While I will scold and chastise
them loudly, you will quietly talk to them and
the message will sink. There was absolutely
nothing under the sun, the children could not
discuss with you. You loved your girls to bits.
They did us proud morally, academically etc.
You always told them NEVER TO ACCEPT
DISRESPECT & DISCRIMINATION because of
their gender. You know the AMAZONS you
brought up; THEY WILL NEVER LET YOU
DOWN. The blood of Innocent Chukwuma
ﬂows in them.

You did me the honour of having our white
wedding on the one-year anniversary of my
father’s death – July 19th, 1997. Thus, I don’t
remember that day with sadness, but with joy.
Joy that though I lost my ﬁrst love (my father);
I gained my second love (my husband). Oh,
how proud my father and mother would have
been to welcome you. My family gained a son
in you. My sisters loved you to bits dem no dey
tell man.
You made marriage so easy and exciting.
Coming from various cultures, it can only be
crazy Innocent & Josephine that can bring
radical changes in the family. As human rights
activists, we both believed in the dynamism
of culture. We believed and practiced that any
culture that discriminates against any gender
especially women and girls is bad culture. We
brought about innovations in your extended
family and community from the day we
married to the day you died. Your death will
NEVER change that.

Your siblings, extended family and kindred
were blessed with a kind brother, uncle, cousin
with a large heart. You loved, cared for and
supported them all. The growth and progress
of all in your family and community, was your
passion. You retired from Ford Foundation
in January this year, with plans to focus on
community development with focus on youths
and women after writing your autobiography,
which would serve as an inspiration to the
teaming youths in the south east and Nigeria,
who are currently living in hopelessness. You
wanted them to see that possibilities are
unlimited. I promise you that though your life
has been cut short, your plans will not be cut
short. Your various community projects will
continue, and your biography will be written.
Ima mi (my love), you are UNFORGETABLE.
You worked so hard and its now time to rest.
Rest in peace my love, my Iroko, till we meet to
part no more.

Your Wife
Josephine Eﬀah-Chukwuma

Professionally you were my cheer leader,
my biggest fan, my encourager. Your wife
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MY DAD. THE WORLD’S GREATEST

D

addy I would give anything to have you back. I go into your room
and see all your things lying around and tell myself, “he is coming
back”. My heart aches. I have so many questions. Why? Why? I pray
to GOD daily to wake up from this bad dream but it seems to be
real.
Daddy you are unforgettable. You are irreplaceable. You are indeed
the world’s greatest dad. You were not a man of so many words,
but whenever you said something, it would stick. You were calm
and loving, even when people hurt you. You always strived to bring
out the best in people and believed strongly in the dignity of the
human person.
Oh how I miss our monthly father/daughter outing that we started
two years ago. We would go out, sit somewhere to have lunch
and talk about my future plans, challenges and the way forward. I
remember once when I didn’t do too well in one of my key science
subjects. You sat me down and had a heart to heart discussion with
me. the encouragement you gave me, stuck in my brain and by the
next term, I improved tremendously, and you were so proud.
I so looked forward to you seeing me oﬀ to university this
September. We talked about it. We planned towards it. My heart
aches so bad. Just like you, I am not a person of so many words
and so while it may seem I am strong since that black Saturday
April 3rd, I am actually not. I am however comforted by the fact
that GOD blessed me with a father like you. I thank GOD that the
ﬁrst 17 years of my life was spent with you. Very short though it is,
I cherish it. One thing I promise you daddy, I will accomplish ALL
that we discussed and agreed upon with the help of GOD. Please
watch over mummy and us. Yes we all know mummy to be a strong
woman, but your death has broken her. We are down but NOT OUT.
Your Amazons are not quitters.
Our time with you physically may have been cut short but you live
in our hearts. And to live in the hearts of those who love you is not
to die. INNOCENT CHUKWUMA LIVES. Love you daddy.

Your Last Daughter
Nkechi Calabar.
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MY DAD. MY FIRST LOVE

I

t has been wonderful reading all the
amazing things people have to say about
my dad and it reminds me of times he
would come home and we would joke
about how he is a “big boy” while we
seemed to look at him as a “small boy”. A
LEGEND we had for a dad and we didn’t even
know. To me he was just my loving dad. The
one who always gave me a reassuring smile
and hug. Chi-girl, Chi-Chi he called me.

gave the best hugs. He never pressured me
to do anything even though I know he was
frustrated at how slow I was in taking his
advice sometimes. I used to talk to him about
how big his shoes were for me to ﬁll and he
would look at me shaking his head and laugh.
He would always assure me that it was never
mine to ﬁll and that all he wanted for me was
to be the very best version of myself. My dad
and I are both forgetful and we would often
look for things and laugh at each other when
we would ask each other If we had seen items
like our car keys. We were always losing our
keys. Sometimes he would look blankly into
space and speak to himself and I knew it
was because his mind was oﬀ somewhere
thinking up something. I never thought him
speaking to himself was silly because I do
the same thing. While my dad and I are very
similar and I suspect those similarities gave
him joy sometimes we are also very diﬀerent
and he embraced and celebrated every way
we diﬀered. Whenever I say to him “daddy I
wonder if I would meet someone who would
shower me with as much love and respect as
you do”, he would answer me “ as much as
I am your hero, I am also ﬂawed. Don’t ever
expect perfection but a listening ear”.

My dad was a true girl dad. He loved,
cherished, and believed in his daughters
- Amarachi, Nkechi, and I. He was my
conﬁdante and I told him everything and
he did the same. Last year as a result of the
pandemic we had a lot of time to talk to each
other and just had deep conversations of
which I am grateful for. We would talk about
mundane things such as how my day was like,
working from home, holed up in my room;
as well as serious topics like my plans for
the future. He would always listen patiently
as if I was saying the most important thing
in the world. He always had a million ideas
about diﬀerent things I could and should get
involved in.
Daddy was my biggest fan and believed in me
way more than I did in myself. My victories
were his as well as my worries. He was my
counselor and always had the best advice
to give. My dad was out of this world and
he knew how much I appreciated him in my
life. We were like diﬀerent sides of the same
coin, from diﬀerent generations and spaces
in time but essentially the same person. We
could never stay mad at each other because
we would look at each other and know
everything was settled.

As much as his passing hurts me so deep
and I wish he could have stayed longer, I
must acknowledge the beautiful life he lived.
Innocent Chukwuma was the very best of us
and his wise words will always remain in my
heart. I know I will go on to do great things
and it’s all because I had him as a father. My
sisters and I are very conﬁdent about our
place in this world and we owe it all to him.
Goodbye daddy till we meet again. I LOVE
YOU SO MUCH. You are engraved in my heart.

Chidinma Ekanem Chukwuma

My dad was the most loving man. We would
end every phone call with I love you and he
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MY FATHER. MY GUIDING LIGHT
“A father is neither an anchor to hold us back
nor a sail to take us there, but a guiding light
whose love shows us the way.”

But my father was not superman, he was
not perfect and honestly did not aspire
to be. He hated housework and avoided
confrontation like the plague, but he made
up for all his handicaps by being our rock and
peacemaker any day and every day. His selfawareness of who he was and his ﬂaws made
him amazingly understanding and patient
enough to give us the space to make mistakes
coupled with the grace to help us get back up
again.

I

chose to start my tribute with this quote
because it communicates neatly the role
my father played in my life. He was not
a brutal force pushing me in whatever
direction he saw ﬁt but a quiet calm
walking with me down each path I took.
Since my dad’s passing, I have been
inundated with so many heartwarming stories
about his impact on people locally, nationally
& internationally. He has been described as
a “civil society leader”, an “agent of change”
and so much more. While it has been good
to see so many people loved him, sometimes
it seems like his role as a father pales in
comparison to the large footprint he left
behind with his work. So, I am going to spend
my tribute showing love to him as I knew him
best- as my dad.

My dad taught me so much about life,
about the importance of being kind, being
hardworking, and being happy but one thing
I will always remember is the importance of
laughter. He didn’t teach me this through his
words but through his actions, he laughed
through life, both in the good times and
the troubled times. My last memory of him
is watching him laugh via facetime about
doctors as he laid in his hospital room, the
day before he died. His laugh and his ability
to always see the humor in every situation is
one that I will keep in my heart on the darkest
days.

I can still see him now seating in his favorite
chair in the living room laughing at some
ridiculous video on Facebook on a late
Saturday morning or seating across from
me talking politics and my dreams in a busy
restaurant at the center of Mid-Town East, NY.
At home or anywhere around the world, my
dad never hesitated to champion my sisters
and me. He never stopped believing we could
be anything and everything in this world, even
when we could not see it. I still get phone
calls from people he met on his travels and to
who he would (sometimes annoyingly) give
my phone number. He was always so proud
of us and everything we accomplished, and
I hope we continue to make him proud even
now that he is gone.

My father showed us how empowering the
love of a good man could be through the
way he loved, respected my mother, and
supported her dreams. He did not believe that
making her small or holding her back would
make him any more of a man. Their love and
marriage were one of true partnership that
will continue to serve as the bedrock of our
family for years to come because death only
ends a life it does not end a relationship.
Lastly, my father took chances, he did not let
doubt or the fear of failing to stop him from
trying out new things or ﬁnding new passions,
and because of that, he got to live as much of
life as he could every day. From learning the
guitar at 40 to the year he spent as DJ Chuks
extraordinaire and aspiring mixologist to his
many passion projects and career paths. His
next chapter would have been no diﬀerent.
But alas it was not meant to be, so this is me
saying goodbye for now until we meet again.
Thank you for loving me even when I did not
know how to love myself. Just know you are
and always will be my ﬁrst love and the best
man I know. Rest peacefully daddy, you are
always loved and forever missed.

My father was not afraid to show us his
emotions, his laughs were loud, and his
cries were deep. He always apologized and
never failed to admit when he was wrong.
He believed in the importance of being kind
and treating everyone with dignity, especially
when they had done something wrong. He
believed the measure of a man was not in
the wealth he had acquired but in the lives
of the people he had touched, and I can say
for certain that by this gauge, he was a great
man.

Amarachi
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Appreciation

O

n behalf of the entire Chukwuma family, my
mother and my siblings, I will like to thank
the Diocesan Bishop of Diocese of Lagos
West, the Rt Revd Dr. James Odedeji, the Dean of
the Cathedral, Venerable Ebenezer Adewole, the
entire clergy of AVMCC for this Commendation
Service in honour of our husband, father, brother,
and uncle, Innocent Chukwuma.

I will also like to thank everyone who despite their
tight schedule mid-week, made out time to attend
the service.
GOD bless and reward you all in JESUS Name.
Amen

Chidinma Chukwuma
Daughter
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